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    The 2022 Ted & Alice Doane Service Award was awarded to 
long time member and current board member Al Weeder.  Al has 
been a member of the Nebraska Sheep & Goat Producers for so 
many years that he can’t even remember. “Al Weeder as served 
the sheep and goat producers of Nebraska through his constant 
never ending support of the NSGPA.” Mike Wallace said.  “Since 
my earliest memories of the association.  He is most deserving of 
this 11th annual Ted and Alice Doane Service Award “Service to 
Other”. Al has been the epitome of someone who has done 
many things for others that was not a benefit to himself, but did 
benefit others.  This IS Christianity in practice and is the principle 
Al has based his actions and his life.”  Mike added. 
     Al and his wife Susan live outside Columbus and Al raises 
SAMM cross sheep. Al is always willing to help out the NSGPA by 
providing his guidance to keep the association on track and his 
talents by making a creep gate or sorting gate for a silent auction 
or raffle to help raise money for the association.  He has volun-
teered his time for many years to the NSGPA to help it grow and 
promote the sheep and goat industries in Nebraska.  Al has been 
the one in charge of the Doane award for the last cou-
ple years. It 
was an honor 
to surprise him 
this year with 
this award.  
Congratula-
tions Al! 
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Nebraska Sheep and Goat Producers Association 

Approximately 25 sheep and goat producers from around the state attended the Nebraska Sheep and Goat Produc-

ers Association (NSGPA) in North Platte on September 24 and 25.  This two-day event was held in conjunction with 

the 4S Goat show and sale occurring at the same time at the Lincoln County Fairgrounds. 

Along with a row of pens exhibiting several popular breeds of sheep and goats, a number of industry leaders shared 

presentations relevant to small ruminant production.  Leading off the conference on Saturday morning Rob Zelensky 

of Hubbard Feeds talked about creep feed nutrition.  He also emphasized considerations for drought feeding sheep 

and goats, keeping in mind mineral and protein supplementation necessary with stressed and lower quality forage 

feeds.  Rob further shared discussion of sheep and goat health issues and management strategies. 

Jesse Fulton from UN-Lincoln demonstrated some handling techniques and alley/pen arrangements with some 

Katahdin ewes provided by Kelly Bruns of North Platte.  Jesse indicated the marketing defects and discount of im-

proper handling.  Further he shared the ease and low stress to sheep and handler, with 

 proper facilities arrangement and handling that can be obtained. 

After lunch George Mann, NSGPA board member and sheep producer from Hays Center, lead the group through 

some simple management practices to improve the value of wool.  His comments were reinforced and multiplied 

with a presentation by Lisa Surber PhD, from LM Livestock Services LLC of Opal, South Dakota.  Included in Lisa’s 

presentation was a demonstration of a portable wool fiber testing instrument.  This unit can test wool for average 

fiber diameter and variability, comfort factors, and other measured traits associated with wool grading and value.  

Lisa compared results from three different fleeces after attendees ranked them on visual and touch assessments. 

Lisa then monitored a lively discussion on the direction of small ruminant production in Nebraska.  The general con-

sensus was positive toward an increase in opportunities as the drought and current market slump work their way 

through the next few months.  This discussion was followed by the association’s annual business meeting chaired by 

acting president Dan Stehlik.  Several reports reported recognition for promotional activities conducted by the asso-

ciation through the past year such as sponsoring an Aksarben lamb project, holding a lambing/kidding school, spon-

soring state fair FFA champion ram award and 4-H champion doe awards, and support for the Make It With Wool 

program.  General business included moving forward to planning lambing/kidding schools in January, an ultrasound 

clinic mid-year 2023, and again supporting the Make It With Wool state competition.  The meeting was concluded 

with a leg of lamb entre’ meal. 

Sunday morning programs included sheep, wool, and goat marketing considerations by Lisa Surber. This was fol-

lowed by Brittany and Jesse Fulton of the Diamond S Stock Farms.  They shared their experiences of using various 

management methods to lamb 75-90 ewes every eight months with a target of all the ewes lambing within one 

week.  The morning sessions concluded with an interesting analysis of current and potential future price probabili-

ties by Tyler Cozzens PhD, of the Livestock Marketing Information Center of North Platte.  Tyler regularly submits 

industry economic articles for the American Sheep Industry magazine.  Tyler was followed by another lamb meal at 

noon prior to the conclusion of a very informative conference. 

2022 Annual Conference 
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Snapshots of 2022 Conference 
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Snapshots of 2022 Conference 
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 Have you checked out the 
ASI Let’s Grow Webinars?  
The webinars cover produc-
tions and management top-
ics important to sheep pro-
ducers.  You can view all 
the webinars at 
sheepusa.org/growourflock-
resources-
educationalwebinars    

These webinars help keep 
producers informed on in-
dustry technology, innova-
tions and systems for im-
proving production efficien-
cies to support sustainabil-
ity.  ASI hosts webinars at 
least three to four times a 
years. 
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Place your Business card 

here for no charge.  Email to 

ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 

As dewormers medication use in sheep becomes less and less effective, new research at West Virginia 
University reveals livestock’s inherent ways of fighting off parasites. 

Scott Bowdridge, associate professor of food animal production in the Davis College of Agriculture, Nat-
ural Resources and Design, has researched parasite susceptibility in multiple breeds of sheep for a decade. 

“Why is that important?” he asked. “Because none of the drugs work anymore.” 
To protect sheep from parasites, drugs were introduced to the sheep industry in th 1950s and were 

initially effective. Through treatment failures and subsequent dosage increases, the drugs inadvertently select-
ed for drug-resistant parasites, killing the weak and leaving only the strongest parasites to reproduce. 

A prolific cause of death in America’s sheep is Hamonchus contortus, or barber pole worm. The Para-
site pierces the sheep’s stomach to feed on its blood.  Within days, anemia sets in and in severe cases, death. 
Bowdridge’s recent research with Texel, Suffolk, and St. Croix sheep shows parasite egg release tends to be 
affected by breed. 

In Texel sheep, he found parasites would invade but the sheep’s cells determine the size and number 
of eggs laid. The breed even prevented worms from releasing eggs entirely by binding around the head and 
reproductive structures. In contrast, Suffolk sheep, a highly used breed in the U.S. for its fast growth and large 
muscle mass, had a higher egg release, showing their increased parasite susceptibility. 

He also studied the St. Croix breed, which is known in the livestock community to be resistant to para-
sites larvae specifically. Unfortunately, the breed is not commercially valuable in the United States. 

Their immune response to parasites however, might be. 
Their successful mechanism of defense is to allow adult parasites to reproduce for a longer period ad 

then eliminate the larvae. 
“The climate definitely contributed to each breed’s type of resistance,” Bowdridge explained. “Where 

St. Croix sheep developed, they would have been exposed to larvae year-round. Whereas Texel sheep had lim-
ited exposure to larval stages, the adult stage would have been presented to their immune system for a great-
er period.” 

From a producers’ standpoint, the research is invaluable. To a producer, Texel sheep’s ability to lower 
egg count is the preferable resistance. However, from an academic standpoint, the St. Croix is more desirable 
because it prevents the accumulation of adult parasites.  

“Sheep have a low will-to-live and will succumb to death if stressors become too great,” he said. 
“Because we know sheep are so prone to death, reducing another cause (like parasitism) through the mecha-
nism the St. Croix demonstrates would be great.” 

Although Bowdridge’s research has focused on sheep’s immune response to parasites, a second docu-
mented discovery might expand it beyond parasites. A supplementary video taken during the project shows 
matricidal hatching in vitro occurring in Texel and St. Croix sheep, a previously unrecorded phenomenon. 

“We discovered a sheep’s cell can actually block and prevent parasite eggs form being laid. Those eggs 
develop into larvae inside the female parasite, causing her death,” he said. “We were never able to prove that 
it occurs in vivo until now. No one has ever seen that with this species of parasite.” 

Bowdridge’s assumption, one that he’ll test with further research, is the immune system link between 
parasite resistance and resistance to a host of illnesses. 

“I want to see how and why lambs bred for low parasite susceptibility are also less prone to things like 
pneumonia and foot rot,” he said. “If you think about the big push nationally to reduce antibiotics use in live-
stock production, everyone is looking for what they can select to reduce sickness. That’s what we’re working 
on now.” 

Like previous published papers, his work was again featured on the cover Parasite Immunology. 

Sheep vs. Parasite: 
How immune responses in sheep breeds can improve the species 
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Nebraska Sheep and Goat Producers 

Annual Meeting 

September 24, 2022 

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Daniel Stehlik at 4:59 cdt.  The following board members were pre-

sent: 

 Connie Moore, George Mann, Daniel Stehlik, Al Weeder, Mike Littlefield,  Scott Schaneman, John Wagner. 

The following education committee members were present: 

Randy Saner 

Secretary Report:  There were no corrections to the previous meeting minutes.  Motion by Scott and seconded by Al 

to accept the minutes as emailed out. Motion carried. 

Treasurers Report:  Michael gave a treasurer’s report.  The checking account has a total of $9,196.45, Petty Cash to-

tal of $48.99 and PayPal to $230.34.  There were no bills submitted.  John made a motion to accept the treasurer’s 

report and Brent seconded.  Motion carried. 

Old Business: 

Lambing and Kidding Clinic 2023 – We are working on having one in the east maybe around Tecumseh and 

one in the west possibly Gordon.  More discussion at the next meeting. 

Tailgate – John volunteered to organize the tailgate event on November 19, 2022.  George made a motion to 

have John be in charge of the event and Al seconded.  Motion Carried.  Randy will send the lamb meat 

with John to use for the tailgating.   

ASI Representative: 

Ron found out that ASI is not going to be taping his presentation. It was tabled until next meeting on who 

will represent the association at the ASI Annual meeting until we find out what is paid by ASI. 

  No further old business. 

New Business: 

Accept the Resignation of President Rebecca Fletcher – Michael made a motion to accept Rebecca Fletcher’s resig-

nation with regret both as President and a member of the board.  Scott seconded.  Motion carried. 

Nominations and Election of 2023 Officers:  Tabled to October Meeting. 

Election of Central Board Members:  Al made a motion to keep all of the Central Board members.  That would 

include Daniel Stehlik, Sara Nichols, George Mann, and John Wagner.  Brent seconded. Motion carried. 

Ideas for East and West District Representative – Daniel has two names (Kent Claymber and Marvin Kerber) he 

will contact.  He will have them submit a letter of interest to the board.  Scott will visit with some people to 

see if they are interested on being on the board for the west region and have them provide an interest letter 

as well.  Michael made a motion to allow the board to select the new board members.  Al seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

Continued on Next Page 



Page 8 

 

Taziki's Mediterranean Café and the American Lamb Board (ALB) teamed up to promote a new Mediterranean Lamb Burger, 
made with two patties of 100% American Lamb. The promotion ran from June through September. 

"The Lamb Burger was an overwhelming success this summer. Our guests loved the Mediterranean flair added to comfort 
food and sales surpassed our expectations. The double-patty Mediterranean Lamb Burger will definitely make another ap-
pearance on our menu," said Dan Simpson, CEO of Taziki’s. 

Headquartered in Birmingham, Ala., Taziki’s Mediterranean Café has 90 locations spanning across 16 states nationally, with 
most locations in the Southeast. 

Because of its popularity, about 50 percent of the Taziki’s locations continued to offer the lamb burger for an additional 
month beyond the promotion period. 

A similar promotion was featured last year with great results, which led to a repeat feature in 2022. 

“We thank Taziki’s for their commitment to using American Lamb in their lamb burgers. Serving local lamb supports the na-
tion's shepherds and their families," said Peter Camino, ALB Chairman. 

ALB is funded by the American Lamb Checkoff and is charged with building awareness and expanding demand for American 
Lamb and strengthening its position in the marketplace, thereby increasing the potential long-range economic growth of all 
industry sectors. 

Taziki's Doubles Down with American Lamb 

Minutes continued 

Make It With Wool – Al made a motion to give the Make It With Wood a check for $1900.  Seconded by George. 

Al then amended his motion to read that we would give $1900 to Make It With Wool and an additional $50 

women dues for the MIWW.  Motion by George.  Motion carried, 

UltraSound clinic for 2023:  Scott agreed to help other members of the board with setting up a UltraSound clinic 

possibly in the eastern part of the state.  Further discussion will be at the next meeting. 

Budget for 2023.  A spreadsheet showing our fiscal year of 2022 and what we had spent and what we have 

brought in was presented.  Scott made a motion to increase the salary we pay Melissa per month by $25 

which would be then $175 per month.  Michael seconded.  Motion carried. 

 Other New Business: 

A letter asking for money to help with schooling was presented from a student from Kansas.  Al made a 

motion that we table this until our October meeting.  Connie seconded.  Motion carried. 

 Randy brought up the idea of NSGP putting on an ewe sale next year.  There was some discussion.  We are look-

ing possibly next July.  It was suggested that it be commercial only.  It was decided to table this until later. 

Our next meeting will be October 11, 2022 via zoom.  Time will be 7:00 mdt/8:00 cdt 

Michael made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Scott seconded.  Motion carried.  

Connie Moore 

Board Secretary 

https://engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=63483e2d0bdf827b95bd4504&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tazikis.com%2F&w=5df2bf866e42151b88818a9e&l=en-US&s=N-fF8O0bAR8HaUCA5qZSQ7Pt-J4%3D
https://engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=63483e2d0bdf827b95bd4504&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lambresourcecenter.com%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D63482e498d64732acf928233%26ss_email_id%3D63483e2d0bdf827b95bd4504%26ss_campaign_name%3DAmerican%2BLamb%2BB
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ORF VIRUS (Soremouth Infection) 

By the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 

INFECTION IN ANIMALS 

Sore mouth is principally found in sheep and goats. 
In the United States, 40% of sheep operations reported sore 
mouth infections within their flock during 1998-2000, this 
according to a 2001 survey performed by USDA. 

Signs of an orf virus infection 

Sores are typically found on the lips, muzzle, and in the 
mouth 

Early in the infection, sores appear as blisters that develop 
into crusty scabs 

Sheep and goats may get sores on their lower legs and teats, 
especially when ewes or does are nursing infected lambs or 
kids. Young animals may have difficulty nursing and may 
require bottle or tub feeding. Nursing ewes or does with 
lesions on their udders may abandon their lambs or kids, 
and older animals with oral lesions may also require nutri-
tional support. 

  Except in rare cases, animals recover completely from sore 
mouth infections within a month. Particular breed, especial-
ly Boer goats, may be especially susceptible and may have 
severe infection. 

   Animals can become infected more than once in their life-
time but repeat infections usually occur after a year’s time 
and are generally less severe. 

What other diseases can look like sore mouth? 

   Foot-and mouth disease (FMD) is a highly contagious and 
sometimes fatal viral disease that can affect sheep, goats, 
cattle, swine, and other cloven-hoofed animals. FMD can be 
confused with similar but less harmful diseases, including 
sore mouth. FMD has not occurred in the United States 
since 1929. If your animal (s) exhibit more severe symptoms 
than lesions in the oral cavity, teats, and lower legs such as 
excessive salivation or lameness immediately report it to 
your veterinarian, to state or federal animal disease control 
officials, or to your county agricultural agent. 

How do animals become infected? 

   Material from the lesions of an infected animal contains 
the virus. The virus can be transmitted to other animals 
through cuts or abrasions in the skin. The teats of ewes or 
does may become infected through nursing lambs or kids. 
Any direct contact between animals—muzzle to muzzle or 
skin to skin—can result in transmission of the virus between 
animals. 

   Orf virus is particularly hardy in scab material and can re-
main viable in the environment for months, possibly years. 
Pastures, bedding, feed and feed troughs, and buildings may 
become contaminated with orf virus from released scab or 
lesion material making it difficult to completely eliminate orf 
virus from the immediate environment once an infected 
animal is present. 

Continued on page 14+ 
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Is There A Nutritional Difference Between Goat Cheese And 

Sheep Cheese? 

S E P T / O C T  2 0 2 2V O L U M E 9 ,  I S S U E  5

BY JENNIFER SWEENIE/UPDATED: OCT. 17, 
2022 1:01 PM EDT 

There are a myriad of methods to make 
cheese these days. Traditionally, cows, 
sheep, and goats provided us with the good 
stuff. Nowadays, cashews, zucchini, and soy 
make it to the list of dairy alternative chees-
es. But when it comes to the classic dairy 
varieties, there is no replacing that tangy, 
milky delicateness they offer up. 

Within the dairy gang, goats and sheep are 
gaining some recognition for their unique 
output. Products made from the two tend 
to be more tolerated and easier to digest by 
those with dairy sensitivities. This is most 
likely due to differing levels and types of 
casein — a milk protein — found in their 
milk compared to cow's milk (per Gene-
Food). 

Although goat and sheep cheese find them-
selves in a separate group from cow's milk 
cheese, they also really belong in groups of 
their own. Goats and sheep are not two 

peas in a pod, and neither is their milk and 
cheese. There are actually some key nutri-
tional differences between the two "baas." 

Goat vs. sheep showdown 
Nikolay.Lugovoy/Shutterstock 
Goat cheese tends to have either a creamy 
or crumbly texture, depending on its age. 
Healthline states that the cheese's age and 
the process by which it's made also affect 
its nutritional composition. Regardless of 
process, every type of goat cheese contains 
healthy macronutrients, such as fats and 
protein, as well as micronutrients, like vita-
mins and minerals. In fact, its fatty acid 
composition is what is responsible for goat 
cheese's distinct smell (via Spread Cheese 
Co.). It's a solid source of vitamin A, vitamin 
B2, calcium, and phosphorus, per Health-
line. 

Sheep's milk cheese often has a rich, nutty 
flavor, probably in part due to its higher fat 
content. Sheep's milk is higher in both fat 
and protein than goat or cow milk, per High 
Weald Dairy. Although higher in fat, the fat 

molecules are much smaller, making it easi-
er to digest, and most of the fats are of the 
healthy mono- and polyunsaturated kind. It 
is also higher in calcium, zinc, and B vita-
mins. 

Side by side, sheep's milk cheese edges out 
goat's in protein, fat, calcium, zinc, ribofla-
vin, and folic acid (via High Weald Dairy). If 
you're choosing between the two cow's 
milk cheese alternatives, sheep's milk is the 
winner when it comes to nutrition density 
— but it's safe to say it really just comes 
down to a matter of taste, and you won't be 
missing out if you make the switch from 
cow's milk cheese either way.  

Read More: https://
www.tastingtable.com/1056281/is-there-a-
nutritional-difference-between-goat-cheese
-and-sheep-cheese/?utm_campaign=clip 

 In mid-September, Custer County, Montana had 
a positive case of bluetongue in a sheep flock. 
Given their proximity and historically reported 
cases in west river deer populations, this virus is 
something to keep an eye out for. 
Bluetongue is spread through biting midges, and 
the cooler weather in the fall makes prime condi-
tions for these insects to be active, primarily 
around water sources. The bluetongue virus 
causes damage to capillaries which leads to 
swelling, hemorrhaging, and inflammation. Clini-
cal signs include lethargy, nose and mouth ul-
cers, face swelling, a swollen and blue-colored 
tongue, lameness, and inflamed and discolored 
coronet band above the hoof. 

There is no specific treatment for bluetongue 
aside from fostering the animal’s ability to eat and 
drink. However, implementing a vaccination re-
gime has been proven effective if given in ad-
vance of exposure. 

Additionally, you can utilize insecticides like per-
methrin tags to deter biting midges around water-
ing and congregation locations as a prevention 
strategy. 

If you suspect bluetongue in your flock, make 
sure to contact your veterinarian. The SDSU Vet-
erinary Diagnostic Lab can test a blood sample 
for bluetongue virus and return results in one to 
five business days. If you have questions, you 
can also contact Jaelyn Whaley, sheep field spe-
cialist, at 605-364-1722 or 
at Jaelyn.Whaley@sdstate.edu. 

Jaelyn Whaley is a sheep field specialist with the 
South Dakota State University Extension. 

Bluetongue warning for sheep producers
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Ranch Fencing S&B Fencing, 

LLC can work from Central Nebraska 

to the Panhandle of  Nebraska.  We 

will put p any ranch fencing including 

barbed wire electric fencing, high 

tensile wire, woven wire and cattle 

panels. We can tear out old fence or 

even repair your current fence.  

Recently began welding corrals, 

continuous panels, etc. Check us out on 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/

SBFencingLLC or call Brian at 308-

458-8311 for more information.

The NS&GP are proud sponsors of this won-
derful event.  The object of the contest is to pro-
mote the beauty and versatility of wool fabrics 
and yarns; to encourage personal creations in 
sewing, knitting, crocheting, spinning, and weav-
ing of wool fabrics and yarns; and to recognize 
creative skills. We feel this is an important part of 
our industry to encourage people to create with 
wool. The fabrics/yarns used for the wool contest 
must be 100% wool or wool blend (minimum 
60% wool or specialty wool fiber) for each fash-
ion fabric or yarn used.  Specialty wool fibers in-
clude alpaca, angora, camel, cashmere, llama, 
mohair, and vicuna. 

 The 2022 State Make It With Wool Con-
test will be November 19 at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Lexington, NE beginning at 9:00 
a.m.  Everyone is invited to the public Fashion 
Show at 1:00 p.m.

 The divisions determined by age as of 
January 1, 2022 (national rule), are as fol-
lows:  Preteen – age 12 and under, Junior – age 
13 to 16, Senior – age 17 to 24, Adult – age 25 
and over, and Made For Others. 
For more information, contact the Nebraska 
State Director:  Andrea Nisley, P.O. Box 757, 

Lexington NE 68850 (phone 308-324-
5501) anisley1@unl.edu or the District Directors. 
District Directors include, District I – Doris Rush 
of Scottsbluff, 308-635-0156 and Rosalene Toll-
man of Marsland, 308-665-2415; District II – 
Crystal Fangmeier of Hebron, 402-768-4183; 
and District III – Beth Andrews of Hampton, 402-
725-3302.

More information is available on the National 
Make It With Wool web-
site: www.makeitwithwool.com. 

2022 MAKE IT WITH WOOL CONTEST 

mailto:anisley1@unl.edu
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.makeitwithwool.com__;!!PvXuogZ4sRB2p-tU!Gb1pyMenDF-2CVfh_HL-TcDu5-z0f7QIb4Vbtq8UTY3Z9krpRxVlRjinEccIU2zyXeMcT4nHqqHr0t5ehrQ-OV--u59Mxg$
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Smoked American Lamb Shoulder 

Ingredients: 

DIRECTIONS 

1. Preferably salt the lamb liberally the night before, or at least an hour prior to placing in the smoker.

2. Bring the shoulder to room temperature while you set up the smoker for indirect heat with a water drip pan in place and preheat to 250 degrees.

3. While the smoker comes to room temperature, make the rub by combining the pepper, paprika and rosemary. Drizzle a little neutral oil over the shoulder 
and sprinkle the rub on all sides.

4. Place in the smoker. Start spritzing every hour or so after the first two hours. Monitor for moisture to make sure it isn’t drying out, but try not to open 
the lid too often.

5. When the shoulder reaches 165 degrees F and the bark looks good, you can optionally wrap the meat in foil or butcher paper for the reminder of the 
cook.

6. The lamb is done when the internal temperature reaches 195 to 205 degrees F. after a total of 6 to 8 hours.

7. Wrap and rest preferably in a cooler for 30 to 60 minutes before shredding or slicing.

3 to 5 pounds American Lamb shoulder 

(boneless or bone in) 

Dry Rub: 

2 Tablespoons Kosher salt 

1 tablespoon neutral oil 2 Tablespoons ground black pep-

per 

1/2 cup spritz (equal parts water and 

apple cider vinegar) 

1 tablespoon sweet smoked pap-

rika 

4 to 5 oak, hickory or apple wood 

chunks pellets or chunks 

1 tablespoon dried rosemary 

(crushed up) 

Barbeque vinaigrette 

1 Tbsp dried ground rosmary 
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Polypay 

Mature Body Weight Ram 190-250 lb 
Ewe 140-180 lb 

Average Fiber Diameter Micron  31-24 
Spinning Count 60-48 

Grease Fleece Weight Ewe  7-10 lb 
Yield  50-60% 
Staple Length 3-5” 

The Polypay is a breed developed in the 1970’s at the U.S. Sheep Experiment Station at Dubois, 
Idaho, and Nicholas Farms at Sonoma, California.  Targhee X Dorset and Rambouillet X Finn-
sheep crossed were mated to form a 4-breed composite.  The breed is medium-sized, white-faced 
and prolific with an extended breeding season.  They are good mothers and milkers, and produce 
lambs with acceptable growth and carcass quality.  Due to the recent formation of this breed, body 
size, type and fleece traits are still quite variable.  

In general, Polypay ewes are able to lamb at 1 year of age and wean twins.  Although Poly-
pays are a general purpose breed, they are also known as a maternal breed because of their prolif-
icacy, ability to breed aseasonably, early fertility, high milk production, and good mothering.  In 
cross-breeding programs with a meat-type terminal sire offspring exhibit hybrid vigor for traits such 

as growth rate and carcass quality.  

New Extension Website for all things sheep and goat! 
Nebraska Extension Sheep and Goat | Nebraska Extension (unl.edu) 

https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/lincolnmcpherson/nebraska-extension-sheep-and-goat/
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Is there a vaccine available? 

   There are commercially available preparations of live virus 

marketed as vaccines. Producers considering using an orf 

vaccine product in their flock should consult a veterinarian.  

Vaccinations practices vary depending on breed and geo-

graphic location. Because the orf vaccine is a live virus prep-

aration, its use is only suggested for flocks that have previ-

ously experienced orf virus infection or in which vaccine has 

previously been used.  

INFECTION IN PEOPLE 

   Infection with orf virus is usually confined to the epidermis 

(top layer) of the skin.  Lesions (one to a few) or nodules will 

often occur on the fingers, hands, or the forearms.  Lesions 

begin as small papules that will become ulcerative in nature.  

Orf virus lesions typically progress through six stages each 

lasting approximately one week.  Other symptoms may in-

clude a mild fever, malaise (fatigue), or local swelling of 

lymph nodes.  Lesions generally range in size from 2-3 cm 

but can be as large as 5 cm. they can be painful but usually 

resolve on their own without scarring. 

How do people become infected with orf virus? 

   Orf virus infections in humans typically occur when broken 

skin comes into contact with the virus from infected animals 

or contaminated equipment. Activities that may put you at 

rick for infection include: 

 Bottle feeding, tube feeding or shearing sheep or goats. 

 Petting or having casual contact with infectd animals 

 Handling infected equipment such as a harness 

 Being bitten by an infected animal. 

   Orf virus is not transmitted from one infected person to 

another. Orf virus infections do not generate enduring im-

munity, a person can be infected multiple times throughout 

his or her life, but subsequent infections ma be less pro-

nounced and may heal more quickly. 

What should I do if I think I’ve become infected? 

   Currently there is no ap-

proved treatment for an orf vi-

rus infection. However, the le-

sion can become infected with 

bacteria if not properly man-

aged. 

   The lesion should be kept dry 

and covered to prevent a sec-

ondary infection with bacteria. 

While working with animals or 

during manual labor in which 

the lesions might get wet, use a 

watertight bandage. To promote 

healing, a non-weeping sore 

can be uncovered at bedtime or 

covered loosely if still weeping. 

   If you are experiencing pain, 

fever, or notice that the lesion is 

becoming rapidly larger or spreading, you should see your 

doctor. 

    A number of infectious agents can be transmitted from 

sheep and goats to humans. Some may even resemble orf in 

appearance but may be more serious. One such agent is an-

thrax, which can cause lethal disease in both goats and hu-

mans. You should seek medical attention if you notice a le-

sion that you cannot explain or the lesion is becoming rapid-

ly larger. 

Are people with a compromised immune system at greater 

risk from an orf virus infection? 

   Persons whose immune systems are compromised or sup-

pressed due to infection with HIV, lupus, or cancer therapy, 

etc., can develop serious symptoms following orf virus infec-

tion, including large tumor-like lesions, progressive disease 

development of multiple lesions, or erythema multiforme 

reactions involving rashes on the mucous membranes and 

skin. 

How can I keep from getting an orf virus infection? 

   People can become infected with orf virus by having direct 

contact with infected animals or through equipment contami-

nated with the virus. Some animals may or may not have 

visible lesions (sores) but may still be able to spread the 

virus. 

   Wear non-porous rubber or latex gloves when handling 

sheep or goats, especially when you have an open cut or 

sore and are handling the animals mouth/muzzle area.  

   Proactive good hand hygiene by washing with clean, warm 

water and soap for at least 20 seconds, by using a waterless 

alcohol-based hand rub when soap is not available and 

hands are not visibly soiled. 

ORF VIRUS (Soremouth Infection) 
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Easy Goat Stew 

Ingredients: 

Directions: 

Heat olive oil in a large pot over medium heat. Add spices and sauté’ 30 seconds, add onions, bell pepper and garlic 

sauté 2 minutes. Add goat, tomatoes, vegetable stock, and spices. Reduce heat to low and simmer 2 hours until goat 

is tender. Serve over rice.  

2 tablespoons olive oil 1 large bell pepper finely chopped 

1 pound goat meat cut into small chunks 1 teaspoon minced garlic 

1 medium finely chopped onions 1 16 oz can crushed tomatoes 

1/2 teaspoon sea salt 1 tablespoon red pepper flake 

1/4 teaspoon ginger 1/8 teaspoon cloves 

1/4 teaspoon cardamom 1 bay leaf  

5 cups vegetable stock 1/4 teaspoon cumin 

Please Help us Out!!! 
We are looking to hold an 

Ultrasound Clinic sometime 
between June-September 1 
We are looking for a produc-

er that would be willing to 
open up your barn, host the 
clinic, and have 20-50 head 
of ewes that would be 45 

days bred to be ultrasound.
The Board of Directors is looking for two individu-

als that are interested in serving on the board. 

One in the East District and one in the West. Re-

quirements to serve as a board member are 
current member of NS&GP, able to attend a 

monthly board meetings, willing to help plan 

educational programs and help promote the 

Sheep and Goat industry in Nebraska.  Email 

short bio to ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 
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Oct. 21 - Texas A&M AgriLife Fall LGD Field Day - Jayson Harris Pavilion in Hamilton, Texas - email bruce.boyd@ag.tamu.edu or call 254-386-3919 
to register 
Nov. 4-5 - Ozark Fiber Fling - Steelville, Mo. - www.ozarkfiberfling.org 
Nov. 4-5 - Washington State Sheep Producers Annual Meeting - Spokane, Wash. - www.wssp.org 
Nov. 5 - Missouri Sheep Producers Annual Conference and Meeting - Jefferson City, Mo. - RVSP to mosheepproducers@gmail.com 
Nov. 5 - Colorado Make It With Wool Contest - Good Luck Building at Adams County Fairgrounds - Gloria Cundall at gacundall@outlook.com 
Nov. 10-12 - West Central States Wool Growers Convention - Grand Summit Hotel in Park City, Utah - www.utahwoolgrowers.com/convention 

November 19, 2022—Nebraska Make It With Wool contest—Lexington High School—Lexington, NE—Public 
Style show at 1:00 pm CT 
Nov. 19-21 - NDSU Certified Wool Classing School - Hettinger, N.D. - Dr. Christopher Schauer at christopher.schauer@ndsu.edu or 701-567-4323 
Dec. 1-3 - Montana Wool Growers Association Annual Convention - Billings Hotel and Convention Center in Billings, Mont. - www.mtsheep.org 
Dec. 9-10 - Minnesota Lamb & Wool Producers Annual Conference - Holiday Inn in Alexandria, Minn. - email Randy Kinney 
at kinneylamb@gmail.com 
Dec. 10-12 - South Dakota State University Shearing School - SDSU Sheep Unit in Brookings, S.D. - kelly.froehlich@sdstate.edu or 605-688-5433 

January 2023  - Nebraska Sheep and Goat Producers Lambing and Kidding School—TBA 
Jan. 18-21, 2023 - ASI Annual Convention - Fort Worth, Texas - www.sheepusa.org 
Jan. 19-21, 2023 - Utah State University Sheep Shearing School - USU Animal Science Farm in Wellsville, Utah - www.eventbrite.com/e/usu-sheep-
shearing-school-2023-registration-407662919767 
March 1-2, 2023 - Missouri Shearing School - Lincoln University in Jefferson City, Mo. - Amy Bax at BaxA2@LincolnU.edu or call 573-681-6190 
March 31-April 2, 2023 - Moffat County Sheep Shearing School - Craig, Colo. - Megan Stetson at megan.stetson@colostate.edu. 
April 13-15, 2023 - Shepherd's Cross Sheep Shearing School - Claremore, Okla. - www.shepherdscross.com 
April 14-15, 2023 - National Dorper Show & Sale - Duncan, Okla. - www.dorpersheep.org 

Renew your membership today for 2023!!! 
Online go to nebraskasheepandgoat.org  

Or  
Email ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 

Upcoming Events for 2022 

Fainting Goat or Tennessee Fainting Goat 
 The myotonic goat or Tennessee fainting goat is American breed of 

goat.  It is characterized by myotonia congenita, a hereditary condition that 

may cause it to stiffen or fall over when excited or startled.  It may also be 

known as that fainting goat, falling goat, stiff-legged goat or nervous goat, or 

as the Tennessee wooden-leg goat.  Four goats of this type were brought to 

Marshall County, Tennessee in the 1880s. Myotonic goats tend to be less 

preferred for sustainable meat production.   

 The myotonic goat is important in history for researching and clarify-

ing the role of chloride in muscle excitation..  Myotonic goats vary heavily in 

their characteristics in comparison to other goat breeds, and they possess cer-

tain traits that other goat breeds to do.  Distinctly, their head and body formation tends to be different.  Myotonic 

goats have a wide body, and heavier mass.  The muscle condition usually leads to an increased muscle mass with a 

broader build.  Slightly smaller than standard breeds of goats, they usually are 17 inches to 25 inches tall.  Weight be-

tween from 60 lbs to 174 lbs.  Billies can be as heavy as 200 lb.   

 Head is large, prominent eyes in high sockets that tend to protrude and are fairly distinct features.  Heads tend 

to be medium length with a broad muzzle.  Jaws tend to be broad and well and distinct.  Face is usually straight or 

convex.  The ears tend to be normal-sized, and closer to the face.  The ears also exhibit a ripple half-way down the 

length of the ear.  The horns tend to run large and have 1-2 inches between.   

 Myotonic gats are vigilant animals that are quieter than other goat breeds.  Their hair can be short or long, 

with certain individuals producing a great deal of cashmere during colder months.  Coats can demonstrate any color or 

pattern.   
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By Fred Homeyer. 

Reprinted from th March 1998 issue of Meat Goat Monthly News 

    I recently experienced a situation that made me wonder if we 
ar changing the Boer goat in the U.S. to be less hardy than the 
ones raised in South Africa. Of course everyone in the business is 
trying to improve on the genetics of the Boers they have, wheth-
er they are a percentage or a full blood boer. The most recent 
efforts have had to do with crossing South African bucks—
obtained primarily through Canada—with Boer does of various 
backgrounds that include New Zealand, Australia and several 
Boer goat studs in South Africa. 

     What I am building up to in this article is not a call for im-
provement on genetics but a change in the environment where 
we are raising our Boers. Due to the expense involved, few 
ranchrs are turning their full blood Boer goats out in the pasture 
to do what they do best—namely, make a living on low quality 
forage in a harsh environment. Instead many people are raising 
their goats in small pastures or pens where they can keep close 
tabs on the animals. With the value in the Boer kids no one is 
willing to risk losing money on them in big pastures at this point. 

    One of the primary observations that Mr. P.B. Botha and Mr. 
Lukas Burger—the South Africans who visited the United States 
last summer and judged the ABGA nations show—made was that 
we were pampering our Boer goats too much and not letting 
them do what they have been selectively bred to do for the past 
90 years, which is to make a living on practically nothing. The 
harsh South African veldt—with a wide range of predators in-
cluding leopards, lions, wild dogs, and wild hogs—is not some-
thing that many of us think much about. An occasional coyote or 
bobcat is the extent of most of our predation problems. 

    I have noticed during this kidding season that the Boer doe 
spends some time cleaning up her kids and getting them to 
nurse.  However I recently had to deal with a problem birth in-
volving a Boer doe that had kids in South Africa as a 2-year-old 
and had been shipped to the United States a couple of years lat-
er.  The manner in which this doe worked with her kids and the 
aggressiveness with which she protected her young was some-
thing I hadn’t seen from any of my Boers. 

    The doe under consideration went into labor at about 4 PM on 
Sunday and had still not delivered kids at 5 PM. I called my vet 
and met him at his office in 30 minutes. Don’t emergency trips to 
the vet always seem to occur on Saturday or Sunday? 

    When I arrived at the vet’s office the doe was in considerable 
discomfort. I held her while the vet cleaned up and explored her 
uterus to determine the problem. It seemed one of the kids was 
positioned with its head forward and legs back while the other 
kid was turned around backwards—a breech—and had one of its 
legs tangled around the first kid. 

     After a considerable amount of time repositioning the kids in 
the uterus I was certain that the kids would be born dead. How-
ever much to my amazement the first kid cam out with his eyes 
blinking. I started to work on this kid while my vet started pulling 
the second kid out of the breech position.  

     I was getting the first kid cleaned up and began to rub him 
vigorously with a towel when out cam the second kid. This sec-
ond kid was not in good shape and wasn’t breathing.  My vet and 
I both shifted our attending to the second kid, and after slinging it 
around to clear out his lungs and giving it a vigorous rub with 
several towels, the kid started to breathe. Not being squeezed 
through the birth canal in a head forward position can cause 
some problems. We rubbed on the second kids rib cage and man-
aged to get its lugs cleared as it started to breathe. 

     The vets pet cat walked by the door and the doe charged h cat 
and ran it out of the area.  When I picked up one of the kids and 
tried to help it start nursing the doe turned to the side and hit m 
so hard with her horns that it knocked me into the wall.  This 

strong and very aggressive behavior made m realize Boer goat 
kids born in Africa have little time to get up and nurse and get 
back into the herd.  Having a wide range of predators that in-
cludes leopards and lions it’s a little different situation than what 
we have in the  U.S. I’ve never seen one of my other Boer dos 
react in such a strong manner after birthing. 

     We spent quite a bit of time making sure the kids got up and 
began to nurse.  The kids were huge and we later determined 
they had a combined weight of 24 lbs. I would estimate the larg-
er of the kids probably weighed 13 lbs. while the smaller one 
weighed 11 lbs. 

     The sheer size and mass of these kids was such that their mus-
cles were not strong enough at first to allow them to stand under 
their own power.  They were pretty weak and showed no sucking 
response when we first held them up to their mother’s udder.  
We decided to milk some colostrum from the doe and individual-
ly feed it to the kids. 

     We put the colostrum into a baby bottle and put it into each 
of the kid’s mouths and neither one of them would suck.  Then 
we took a 6cc syringe and drew up some colostrum and gently 
placed 6cc in each kid’s mouth.  This was done with the kids’ 
heads facing forward rather than being held up and back. 

     The taste of the colostrum in the kids’ mouths triggered their 
suck response and they both began to nurse their mother.  My 
vet seems to think there’s something in the colostrum that may 
trigger a kid to begin sucking.  We got the kids dried off and put 
them in a box with a warm blanket for the trip back to the ranch. 

      We have given the doe a therapy of penicillin for a week and 
the kids are doing extremely well and don’t seem to have any 
permanent side effects from their difficult birth.  Their muscles 
developed to the point that they were walking around by the 
time I unloaded them at the ranch.  These kids were so large that 
they looked like month-old kids rather than just a few-days-old 
kids.  I should mention that these kids are from a South African 
doe and a big South African buck that was also brought to the 
United States when he was 3 years old. 

     This whole experience made me wonder if perhaps we are not 
un-doing some of the instinct they have imprinted in these ani-
mals for many years. Perhaps when we are able to turn our Boer 
goats out into the pastures and let them do what they were bred 
to do instinct of aggression to predators and vigorous birthing 
procedures will return. 

      

South Africa Doe, Kids Survive Rough Birth 
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