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Daaan’s Bleats 
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times,”.  To borrow part of the opening line 
from Charles Dickens 1859 novel A Tale of Two Cities, seems to fit the current state of the 
sheep and goat industry.  To list worst of times, we could say low market demand and pric-
es, drought-exacerbated high grain and forage prices and subsequent lack of forage avail-
ability, and above usual fuel, fence, and other input costs.  On the other hand, what an op-
portune time to upgrade or expand a flock or herd with selective breeding stock or to imple-
ment new management or marketing strategies!  As the year ends and into 2023 spring we 
will cycle through several traditional lamb or goat consumption holidays, both Christian and 
Ethnic, that have been lacking this fall.  

I personally have been contacted by 3 operations looking to add female numbers and/or to 
explore accelerated birthing programs.   The NSGPA is doing its best to assist with this 
interest by providing presentations covering topics of health, reproduction, nutrition, care/
handling, and facility ideas to consider.  The annual State Conference held last September 
in North Platte gave producers several possibilities to explore in these areas of manage-
ment.  

Coming in January is the annual ASI Convention in Fort Worth, Texas, which will serve to 
provide informational workshops and also policy direction on the national scope.  Currently 
the NSGPA has the planning stages for two January Nebraska Lambing/Kidding Schools 
with locations at each end of the state.  Pertinent agendas are being developed to address 
needs or concerns by Nebraska producers.  I invite any lamb or goat producer with specific 
topics they desire to be addressed to please share with an association board member to 
explore for program inclusions. 

We have wethered these times before.  (pun intended)  Think back to 2011 (good) and 
2012 (worse) for markets and feed.  We had a lively discussion at the annual conference 
about the future of ovine operations, with advocates for both, total confinement to rural non
-utilized pasture.  There was a consensus of opportunity for both systems and for other
various combinations or systems, finding the one that fits your specific resources.  The late
Robert Alschwede of Crete used to say every farmer could feed 20 head for almost free,
just by grazing the weeds in their machinery lot.  Times like these are times to become
more efficient and to be creative with production and marketing.

Today’s producers have a lot of production tools available that did not exist 30-40 years 
ago.  We have to find and use these tools.  The NSGPA is your organization trying to pro-
vide ideas for its members and to promote our product. 

Daniel Stehlik,  President NSGPA 
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Thinking Out of the Box 

By Jean T. Walsh 

      For many years now, we have used large round bales for 

feeding sheep. The 6x4 foot bales are a practical way to feed 

numerous animals and do not require barn storage space, as 

small square bales do. However, there are some issues with 

feeding the big bales which have always plagued us. 

      Large bales generate a lot of waste. The bottom of bales, 

which are on the ground, are soaked and completely ruined, and 

the outside of those bales can be seriously weathered. With the 

bale set on its flat end, those damaged surfaces have to be re-

moved in order to get to the middle, where the good hay could 

be accessed by the sheep.  Any rain or snow will soak the ex-

posed, unprotected flat area and cause serious mold which can 

seep down into the bale, making it unsuitable for feeding. 

      We fabricated metal panels which curved around the bale 

but because the distance across the top is 6 feet, the sheep 

were never able to reach the middle, causing a “chimney” to 

form which had to be knocked down by someone (me) climbing 

into the bale. Also, having the bale on its butt end caused a lot 

of waste to form inside the wire panels as the sheep ate what 

they could and dropped the rest inside the circle.  We searched 

for a better way. 

      It occurred to us that placing the large bales on its rounded 

side, with the area ruined by having been on the ground, might 

solve some of the problems. So we experimented by placing the 

large bales in the feeding area the same way they had been 

stored.  We made wire panels with 11” feeding holes that could 

be tied to each other to enclose the bale, using two 4-foot pan-

els, and two 6-foot panels. The sheep would have immediate 

access to the undamaged hay that was in the flat side of the 

bale, and the rotted stuff that had been on the bottom because 

of outdoor storage remained there, causing no problem. 

      The sheep willingly ate from the flat middle of the bale and 

soon had it tunneled so we could see through the bale before it 

fell in upon itself. At that point, the sheep ate the hay that was 

available and they ate cleanly because the 4-feet width made it 

possible for them to eat everything in the enclosure—no 

“chimney” for me to knock down. The waste was reduced to 

very little and the unsuitable feed was left to drop as the bale 

became smaller. 

      When the contents of the feeder were reduced to the point 

where there was not much good hay remaining, the panels were 

removed and the sheep willingly cleaned up what was left.  The 

total waste was much less than we had experienced with 

placing the bales flat-sides down.  As the hay relaxed onto itself 

when the center was eaten, the weathered outside continued 

to pro-tect the bale from rain and snow and the spoiled bottom 

was where it belonged, on the ground.  As a bonus, the flat wire 

pan-els were easier to remove and replace around another bale 

than the curved ones had been. 

      Providing hay for the sheep outside in winter can be a 

huge inconvenience and generate a lot of waste.  Feeding large 

round bales, which are stored outside, save a great deal of time  

and labor, but the bales are subject to spoilage.  Placing the 

bales in the feeding area in the same position they occupied 

when they were being stored solves a great many problems. 

      We have “retired” the curved panels and now only use the 

4– and 6– foot flat ones, tied tightly around the bale for feeding. 

The difference is a small change, but a very significant one, re-

ducing labor and waste significantly. 

Wish we had thought of it sooner. 

The Board of Directors is looking for two individuals that are interested in serving on the board. One in the 

East District and one in the West. Requirements to serve are current member of NS&GP, able to attend a 

monthly board meetings(via Zoom), willing to help plan educational programs for other members and 

help promote the Sheep and Goat industry in Nebraska.  Email short bio to ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 
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 By Shawn Harper 

Livestock guardians can be an integral part of a sheep or goat 
operation.  They can be very effective against the top predators—
dog and coyote—as well as bobcats, fox, eagles, and buzzards.  
The main guardians used are donkeys, llamas and dogs.  Each of 
these can be effective but there are some important considerations 
to use in selecting the appropriate one for your situation.  

DONKEYS 

Donkeys are very useful when protecting against dogs or coyotes. 
Miniatures should not be used because of their size. Jacks can be 
very aggressive, so it is best to us a gelding or jennet. It is im-
portant to start with a young donkey or use one that has been 
raised with sheep and/or goats. They work best alone because 
they will bond to the animals they protect better.  If there are mul-
tiple donkeys they tend to socialize and stay o themselves and 
may not be where they can protect the sheep and goats. 

Donkeys are foragers and dare able to eat with the sheep or goats 
and do not require special feed. If Rumensin is used in the feed, 
care must be taken to ensure none goes to the donkeys.  They are 
not ruminants and it will kill them.   

It would be best if anyone considering donkeys for protection has 
equine experience. Hoof care is very important and donkeys 
should also be on a proper vaccination and deworming program.  

Donkeys sleep at night so if your predator problem is at night, 
they may not be the best option. 

They also can be very loud and stubborn. Basic halter training is 
very valuable when using donkeys as it can make things much 
easier when moving or trimming feet. 

LLAMAS 

Llamas are very curious, thus can be very intimidating to other 
animals. Because their digestive system is much the same and 
they are also foragers, they are able to eat with the sheep and 
goats. 

Like the donkeys, llamas sleep at night. If the predators are active 
at night or very aggressive, llamas my not be very effective as 
guardians. They can spit up to 10 feet and can kick and paw pred-
ators, but if the predators are very aggressive then llamas can be 
very vulnerable, much like sheep and goats. 

It is also best to start with a single young llama or an older one 
that has bonded with sheep or goats. Geldings or females should 
be used. Intact males can be aggressive. Llamas breed lying on 
the ground, thus intact males will actually rape sheep and goats 
after mounting them and knocking them to the ground. 

Continued on page 13 

 Have you checked out the 
ASI Let’s Grow Webinars?  
The webinars cover produc-
tions and management top-
ics important to sheep pro-
ducers.  You can view all 
the webinars at 
sheepusa.org/growourflock-
resources-
educationalwebinars    

These webinars help keep 
producers informed on in-
dustry technology , innova-
tions and systems for im-
proving production efficien-
cies to support sustainabil-
ity.  ASI hosts webinars at 
least three to four times a 
years. 

Find the right guardian for your situation 
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Pace your ad here for 

no charge.  Email to 

ne.sheep.goat@gmail.

com 

I get questions regarding the best time of year to breed/kid to meet peak demand or carcass meat and 
thus get highest prices for slaughter goats.  The short answer is to have slaughter goats ready for sale/
shipment one to two weeks prior to Christmas and Easter. 

These two holiday markets always pay highest prices/lbs., particularly for smaller carcasses, 15-25 lb., 
from goats weighting 35 to 55 lb. on farm.  However, the demand is so high goats weighing up to 75—80 lb. 
are readily taken at prices only 25 cents/lb. or so below the smaller goat prices.  

On the other hand, producers should recognize that there are numerous other holiday demands for 
slaughter goats that can drive selling prices upward, however temporarily. On her thinks of religious, political 
and civic holidays celebrated by Muslims, Latinos, Blacks, Jamaicans, Quakers, Amish, Mennonites, Nepalese/
Bhutanese, Filipino, Chinese, etc. 

So of the celebratory days change with the calendar year. I understand that very few producers target 
holiday other than Christmas and Easter, but I have observed that large-scale Texas producers tend to be very 
aware of certain Muslim high-demand dates and get their offerings to the sale barn in good time. 

Texas, OK, TN, and MO ranchers and producers in Southeastern states tend to kid late winter/early 
spring so that does and kids can benefit from economical spring and summer grazing. This practice leads to a 
multitude of slaughter kids ready to go in the late fall and Christmas markets.  It, in fact, creates a seasonal 
market, as do those that kid in the fall to supply the Easter market. 

Readers should understand that this seasonality of goat production does not meet the need for goat 
meat, which is year-round, no matter the peak.  Accordingly, wholesale purveyors of goat meat are forced to 
import goat carcasses, primarily from Australia and some from New Zealand, to meet consumer needs. 

My colleague, Dr. Ken McMillin, and I have conducted research projects to determine if there were any 
organoleptic differences between imported and domestic goat meat (taste, tenderness, juiciness, overall  
satisfaction).  The taste panelists (from various ethnic groups, male/female, old/young) etc.) could not distin-
guish between domestic and imported goat meat (not even when we froze domestic goat meat like the Aus-
tralians send here in six-packs (2 shoulders, 2 rear legs, 2 rib sides). 

Imported goat meat can be sold here for lower prices/lb. than domestic goat meat because of cost 
differences in production/processing/shipping. Our consumers simply believe that our fresh, unfrozen product 
and, to date, they prefer it in carcass from, rather than retail-cut format like lamb and sheep meat. 

There are many U.S. goat producers who purposefully kid year round in pursuit of more uniform use of 
family labor and also the desire to have monthly incomes for expenditures and profit-taking. Those producers 
who practice semi-confinement management are particularly prone to use this year-round system because 
they have facilities and labor that support such an endeavor. 

Insofar as I know, there have been no research studies to ascertain the cost-benefit ratios as between 
year-round and seasonal kidding.  I would be pleased to hear from readers who have tried both systems and 
selected the one that best fits their site-specific location and, with permission, I would share your experiences 
with readers. 

By Dr. Frank Pinkerton 

Seasonal demand for goat meat versus seasonal supply of goats 
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NSGP Producers Directory 

Do you have lambs/goats for sale?  Do you sell breeding stock or have a service to provide to others? Do 

you sell directly to consumers? We want to get your name out there and promote your business.  We 

are going to work hard this year to build a directory that will be posted on our website and in our 

newsletter that will provide buyers and consumers a list of where they can purchase local lamb/

goat, sheep and goat services, and quality breeding stock. *Please remember, if you are selling 

lambs or goats as meat (not sold live prior to slaughter) they must be butchered at a state or feder-

ally inspected plant. 

Name: ______________________________________________________________ 

Operation Name: ____________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _____________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________ 

Location: ___________________________________________________________ 

What do you sell? 

 Whole lambs/goats

 Half lambs/goats

 Individual cuts

 Mutton

 Breeding stock    Breed: _____________________

 Show lambs/goats

 Other  Please explain: _____________________________________________

Do you have any special statement with your lambs/goats? 

 All natural

 Grass Fed

 Organic

 Other: ______________________________________________________________

Please return to NSGP: 

Melissa Nicholson 

308-386-8378

Ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 

P.O. Box 1066—Chadron, NE  69337 

This is a free service for all members.  Non-member there will be a $25 annual listing fee. 
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      ASI joined the National Lamb Feeders Association back in May of this year in requesting the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture consider a Section 32 purchase of American lamb in the wake of a decline in prices. 
       Also of concern at the time  - and still to this day—was a backup in market-ready lambs in the nation’s feedlots.  USDA 
has devoted time to documenting the price and supply problems and taking industry input on cuts of lambs, volume, timing 
of bids, and delivery of purchases for the nation’s food banks. 
       ASI believes a purchase appears son the horizon and welcomes the recent support of United States senators and repre-
sentatives that echoed the request. 

     “My understanding is that an analysis of the lamb market and a recommendation to purchase lamb meat has been pro-
vided to the under secretary’s office at USDA,” said ASI executive Director Peter Orwick in mid-October. “We made the initial 
request with NLFA in the spring because we saw the supply issues starting to occur.  We’ve since had numerous meetings 
with USDA in support of a purchase.”   
       Nearly a dozen senators joined the call for a purchase with a letter to Secretary of  Agriculture Tom Vilsack in mid-
September. 

     “During the pandemic, American farmers, ranchers, and families endured severe price volatility at the supermarket.  
Labor shsortages at meatpacking and processing facilitis—combined with supply chain issues– limited the availability of beef, 
pork, and chicken.  In response, American sheep farmers and ranches helped close the shortfall by increasing their lamb 
herds, and demand for lamb increased along side it.  Now that market conditions have largely returned to pre-pandemic lev-
els, demand for beef, pork and chicken has rebounded. As a result, domestic lamb supply now outstrips demand, leaving 
lamb prices stagnant and lamb feeders struggling to find outlets for their maturing surplus. 

     “As you know, Section 32 of the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1935 authorized USDA to support the prices of commodi-
ties in surplus through market purchases and domestic distribution.  We respectfully request that USDA use its Section 32 
authority to make immediate purchases of this year’s maturing lamb crop.  This will provide farmers and ranchers the short-
term stability to sustain the family farm as they work to realign production with current demand.” 

     The letter was signed by Sens. Michael Bennet and John Hickenlooper (Colo.), John Hoeven and Kevin Cramer (N.D.),  
Mike Crapo and James Risch (Idaho), John Barrasso and Cynthia Lummis (Wyo.), Michal Rounds and John Thune (S.D.), and 
Jon Tester (Mont.). 

       Nearly a dozen members of the U.S. House of Representatives submitted a similar letter to Vilsack the first week of Oc-
tober.  The House letter was signed by Reps. Jason Crow and Doug Lamborn (Colo.), Kelly Armstrong (N.D.), John Curtis, Blake 
Moore, Burgess Owens and Chris Stewart (Utah), Michal Simpson (Idaho), Liz Cheney (Wyo.), Jim Costa and Jimmy Panetta 
(Calif.). 

  “We appreciate the support of Congress on this issue and look forward to a purchase in the near future,” Orwick said. 

ASI, NLFA, Congress Call for Section 32 Lamb Purchase 

Roasted Goat 

Ingredients: 

Directions: 

Rinse the fennel and cut into quarters.  Season the goat with salt and pepper. And sear in hot oil on all sides. Add 

the tomatoes, herbs, garlic, peppercorns, and fennel. Add the broth and white wine and bring to a simmer. Simmer 

for 2 hours in the oven at 160°C (approximately 325°F). Turn the meat several times and baste with the sauce. Add 

water if needed. 

3 shoulders goat (off the bone) 1 tbsp peppercorns 

3 fennel bulb 1 rosemary 

4 garlic cloves 6 thyme 

50 grams dried tomatoes 500 milliliters beef broth 

4 tbsps. vegetable oil 100 milliliters white wine 

salt peppers 
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Pregnancy Toxemia (Ketosis) in Ewes and Does 

S. LeValley

Pregnancy toxemia in sheep and goats has also been
called ketosis, laming/kidding sickness, pregnancy disease 
and twin-lamb/kid disease.  It occurs in all parts of the world 
and is an often fatal disease occurring only during the last 
month of pregnancy.  Death occurs in two to 10 days in 
about 80 percent of the cases.  It most often affects ewes/
does pregnant with twins or triplets and is characterized by 
low blood sugar (glucose).  Economic losses because of the 
disease have been considerable and it is the most commonly 
occurring metabolic disease of sheep and goats. 

     It is generally accepted that the basic cause of pregnancy 
toxemia is a disturbance of carbohydrate or sugar metabo-
lism.  In earlier phases of the disease, blood glucose concen-
trations are less than 30 and may be as low as 10mg/100ml 
(normal 40-60).  Blood ketone bodies, on the other hand, 
usually greater than 15 and occasionally may be as high as 
80 mg/100ml (normal 1-4).  The free fatty acid content of 
the blood plasma also is increased, meaning that body fat is 
being broken down and used for energy. 

      Since glucose is essential for proper functioning of the 
brain, a deficiency of glucose will result in nervous dysfunc-
tion and eventually coma and death.   Glucose is also re-
quired for the muscles during exercise, but one of its great-
est uses is by the fetuses.  The growing fetuses continually 
remove large quantities of glucose and amino acids for their 
growth and energy requirements.  Furthermore, the prob-
lem of suppling glucose seems great in sheep and goats and 
other ruminants do not absorb much glucose from the diet 
and, instead, glucose has to be manufactured in the liver 
from other compounds. 

      The factors affecting the onset and progress of this dis-
turbed metabolism are varied but for convenience they may 
be grouped into two general categories: 1) nutrition and 
management; 2) metabolism. 

     On a nutritional and management basis, pregnancy toxe-
mia can be classified and sometimes even experimentally 
induced by 1) a chronic under-nourishment or underfeeding 
during pregnancy; 2) a short but nearly complete fast in well 
nourished sheep in association with environmental or psy-
chological stress.  These two forms of the disease also have 
been referred to as a 1) under nutrition (chronic) syndrome; 
2) stress (acute) syndrome, respectively. The second form
occurs in association with climatic stresses, such as heavy
snow or rain, with psychological stresses, such as transport
on foot or by truck, or with other stresses, such as an out-
break of a minor disease.

     In practice, an inadequate plane of nutrition is probably 
the most common factor in rendering ewes susceptible, but 
stress or a short period of going without feed frequently is 
the trigger for initiation of the disease.   

    One major factor in the nutrition of the pregnant ewe/doe 
is that of the unborn lamb/kid.  The gestation period in 

sheep/goats is short as compared to many other animals 
and the fetal demand for nutrients and glucose is at its 
greatest during the last two months of pregnancy. In fact, 
about 80 percent of the growth of the fetus occurs during 
the last six weeks of pregnancy; if twins are present, the 
increase in total weight is considerable.   

     Although much is yet to be learned about pregnancy tox-
emia, the incidents of the disease can b minimized by care-
ful management and proper nutrition.  The total metabolic 
rate increases by at least 50 percent during late pregnancy.  
It has been shown that late-pregnancy ewes/does require 
about 50 precent more feed if baring a single lamb and bout 
75 percent if carrying twins. The increased amount of feed, 
however, sometimes exceeds the sheep’s digestive capacity 
unless grain is substituted for part  of the hay.  Multiple fe-
tuses will tend to crowd the animals digestive system there-
fore limiting intake, this is where concentrates can help. 

     One pound of corn or the equivalent of high energy con-
centrate should be fed daily during the last six weeks of 
pregnancy. 

     Affected ewes stand apart from others in the flock, walk 
unsteadily, appear dull, and usually off feed.  Vision may be 
impaired, and they show little fear of humans or dogs.  
Blindness often results and eventually there can be convul-
sions, grinding of teeth, labored respirations and usually a 
mucous discharge from the nose.  The mortality rate is 
about 80 percent, with death usually occurring in from two 
to 10 days.  A shock-like state eventually occurs. 

     Pregnant ewes/goats should be in medium half of preg-
nancy, excessive fat should be reduced and weight gains 
should be allowed only during the six weeks before lambing/
kidding.  Overly fat ewes/does seem more susceptible to the 
stress syndrome of pregnancy toxemia than are other ewes/
does.  Late-pregnant ewes/does should b treated with con-
siderable care at all times to minimize both physical and 
psychological stresses.  Feed should never be withheld and 
transportation avoided if possible. 

    Treatment of pregnancy toxemia in ewes/does other than 
feeding concentrates might include; oral propylene glycol or 
corn syrup are quick sources of energy and should be given 
at the rate of 200ml four-times daily along with 3 to 4 liters 
of an electrolytes solution designed for dehydration in live-
stock. 
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Ranch Fencing S&B Fencing, 

LLC can work from Central Nebraska 

to the Panhandle of Nebraska.  We 

will put up any ranch fencing 

including barbed wire electric fencing, 

high tensile wire, woven wire and 

cattle panels. We can tear out old fence 

or even repair your current fence.  

Recently began welding corrals, 

continuous panels, etc. Check us out on 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/

SBFencingLLC or call Brian at 308-

458-8311 for more information.

 

SORIA, OLSON, RINGENBERG, BRENNEMANN 
STATE WOOL CONTEST DIVISION WINNERS 

Andrea Nisley, UNL Extension Educator 

Emma Olson of Sargent, in the Junior Division, Saidi Ringen-
berg of Lexington, in the Senior Division and Delores Bren-
nemann of Hyannis in the Adult Division will be Nebraska’s 
delegates to the National Finals of the Make It With Wool 
Contest. They were chosen November 19 by judges at the 
state contest conducted by Make It With Wool State Director, 
Andrea Nisley of Lexington. Contestants participated in the 
state contest at the Trinity Lutheran Church in Lexington. 

The National Make It With Wool Contest scheduled for Janu-
ary 19-21, 2023 is in Fort Worth, Texas. 

In the Junior Division, the first-place winner was Emma Ol-
son, Sargent. Second place in the Junior Division was Karla 
Herrarte, Lexington who received a Bernina sewing machine. 
Other contestants earning honors were third place winner 
Sydni Ringenberg, Lexington; fourth place winner Nevaeh 
Sauer, Lexington; fifth place winner Katie Olson, Sargent; 
and sixth place winner Grace Brennemann, Curtis. Other jun-
ior participants were Ella Anderson, Mitchell; Ella Bren-
nemann, Curtis; Jaden Hunke, Lexington; Kourtney Keller, 
Sidney; Greta Rickertsen, Lexington; Alison Schimmer, Grand 
Island; and Dakota Vrbas, Kimball. 

In the Preteen Division, the first-place winner was Maya So-
ria, Kearney who received a sewing basket with sewing no-

tions. Second place winner was Millie Pepplitsch, Lexington; 
third place, Melissa Montano, Kearney; fourth place, Bristol 
McConville, Lexington; fifth place, Lorelai Rickertsen, Lexing-
ton; sixth place, Vanessa Peterson, Lincoln; seventh place, 
Wesley Thompson, Lexington; eighth place, Benjamin Dones, 
Lexington; and ninth place, Silas Andrews, Page. Other 
preteen contestants were Lila Brennemann, Hyannis; Josue 
Casanova, Lexington; Brooklyn Creech, Mitchell; Hunter 
Creech, Mitchell; Julia Nicholson, Chadron; Haidyn Rapp, 
Ogallala; Alex Rickertsen, Lexington; Leah Sauer, Lexington; 
Makennah Sauer, Lexington; and Mollie Spradlin, Cozad. 

First place in the Senior Division was Saidi Ringenberg, Lex-
ington. Second place in the Senior Division was Abbie Ow-
ens, Lexington who received a Elna sewing machine; third 
place, Ariel Rhea, Lexington; and fourth place, Abigail Olson, 
Sargent. 

In the Adult Division, the first-place winner was Delores 
Brennemann, Hyannis. 

In the Made For Others Division, the winner was Sara Bren-
nemann, Hyannis. 
She constructed a 
vest for her son, 
Skeet Brennemann, 
who modeled the 
vest. 

2022 MAKE IT WITH WOOL CONTEST 
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Lamb Shoulder Chop Recipe 

Ingredients: 

DIRECTIONS 

1. Prepare all ingredients for the lamb shoulder chops recipe.

2.  Chop garlic and break down the fresh rosemary; combine with oil, salt and pepper in a large ziplock bag.

3. Add lamb shoulder chops into the seasoning and leave it to marinate for at least an hour.

4. Preheat the skillet on high heat. Remove all seasoning from the lamb shoulder chops and add them to the skillet. Cook for about 6 minutes on each 

side. 

5. Let lamb shoulder chops rest for about 5 minutes before serving.

4 lamb shoulder chops salt to taste 

6 garlic cloves 1/2 oz fresh rosemary 

2 tbsp oil pepper to taste 
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Merry Christmas from our flock to yours and wishing 
EWE a Happy New Year 

All programs that are recorded posted to this page. 
Nebraska Extension Sheep and Goat | Nebraska Extension 

(unl.edu) 

https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/lincolnmcpherson/nebraska-extension-sheep-and-goat/
https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/lincolnmcpherson/nebraska-extension-sheep-and-goat/
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By Terry Hankins (Goat Rancher) 

Many persons new to the goat business aren’t sure if they need a guardian 

animal. There’s the expense to purchase the animal then the cost of upkeep.  It 

can get quite expensive to maintain a large guardian dog. Is it really worth it? 

Unfortunately, many breeders—myself included—don’t think a guardian dog is 

necessary until after disaster strikes. (How many folks fail to install a burglar 

alarm until after they have been bur-glarized??) It’s just human nature to say: 

“This won’t happen to me.” 

That was my attitude several decades ago when I first got into the goat business. 

I didn’t get my first guardian dog until coyotes had taken several kids from my 

pasture.  From that first Great Pyrenees, our dog squad increased to as many as 

six as we expanded our fences and pastures. As we practiced more pasture 

rotation and had some paddocks sitting idle, we were able to cut that down to 

four dogs. 

Over time, that number dropped to two.  I thought maybe the re-maining two 

experienced dogs could roam through the pastures and goats to keep predators 

away with their barking at night. We had not lost any goats to predators in 

years, so I felt somewhat confident that coyotes and neighborhood dogs had 

learned tot stay away. 

By now you probably know where this story is going.  It wasn’t long before I 

found he carcass of a yearling doe in the pasture, her insides eaten out.  I 

thought maybe she had died of natural causes and the guard dogs had been 

eating on her.  But two days later I found a doe that had been attacked and part 

of her udder torn off—nothing natural about that. 

So I moved that herd of goats into a pasture closer to the barn and the attacks 

stopped.  But then about a month later I found two fresh goat carcasses jut a 

few hundred feet from the barn—and not too far away I found the wild dogs 

that had killed them. 

The dogs ran off but I was able to trail them to a hole in the fence where they 

had come into the pasture.  I also found another goat that they had apparently 

killed.  I was able to shoot one of the dogs and the other was so frightened it 

never came back. 

Still, I had lost four does whose value was much more than it would have cost 

me to add more guardian dogs and buy their feed for a year.  So I learned 

another lesson the hard way—a lesson that, more than 20 years later, I have 

forgotten.  

If you have been procrastinating about getting a guardian animal for your herd, 

don’t wait until it is too late.  The financial and emo-tional toll can be high. 

Do You need a guardian dog? Don’t wait to find out the hard way 

Choosing the right guardian continued 

DOGS 

For must people, guardian dogs are the best choice. They are nocturnal and work at night when many predators are active. They are very 
independent and normally need little shelter.  They work vey well in groups. They can be either guarders or patrollers; the guarders tend to 
stay with the sheep or goats and guard them, while patrollers go out looking go out looking for predators in their area. Good fences are 
important to teaching them their boundaries. 

Like any other dogs, they will need dog food and regular vaccinations.  They can be aggressive when they feel like they or their livestock 
are threatened. It may be necessary to separate them when working your sheep and goats. 
Guardian dogs are not pets. While it is important to socialize them and get them used to being handled, they have a job.  They need to be 
raised in he barn with their charges and bond with them. It is good to have multiple dogs working together. Younger ones will learn from 
the older ones. 

Prices can vary greatly. Normally higher prices are for adult working dogs. Rare breeds and registration may also affect price. Non-
registered or grade dogs can be just as effective as registered animals and at a much lower price. Common breeds for the area, as well as 
younger dogs, will be priced more economically. “Free” dogs are not normally the best option. Most have not been raised with sheep or 
goats and do not make good guardians. 

There are many different breeds of guardian dogs available. Some of the most common in the United States are: Akbash, Anatolian Shep-
herd, Great Pyrenees, Kangal, Komondor and Maremma. When selecting a breed, one should research each breed to find out which will 
suit their situation the best.  Some important considerations are: guarding characteristics, aggressiveness, hair length, health history of 
breed, size and the climate most suited for them. Other producers are a good resource for information. 

Livestock guardians can be very useful in protecting flocks for sheep and goat producers. Care should be taken in selecting the proper 
guardian for each situation. Personal preference may be a key part of selection, but there are many factors to consider before making a 
final selection. 

(Shawn Harper raises goats in western Kentucky and teaches classes with the Adult Agriculture program of KCTCS. He can be reached a 
shawn.harper@kctcs.edu. This article was originally published in the Kentucky Goat Producers Association’s HoofPrint magazine.) 
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Jan. 3, 2023 - Michigan State University Birth Management Webinar #1 - Online -events.anr.msu.edu/2023smallruminantbirthmanagement/ 
Jan. 6-8, 2023 - Michigan Shepherds Weekend - Lansing, Mich. - www.misheep.org/shepherds-weekend/ 
Jan. 10, 2023 - Michigan State University Birth Management Webinar #2 - Online - events.anr.msu.edu/2023smallruminantbirthmanagement/ 
Jan. 17, 2023 - Michigan State University Birth Management Webinar #3 - Online - events.anr.msu.edu/2023smallruminantbirthmanagement/ 
Jan. 18-21, 2023 - ASI Annual Convention - Fort Worth, Texas - rebrand.ly/ASI2023 
Jan. 19-21, 2023 - Utah State University Sheep Shearing School - USU Animal Science Farm in Wellsville, Utah - www.eventbrite.com/e/usu-sheep-
shearing-school-2023-registration-407662919767 

January 21, 2023—UNL Lambing and Kidding School—Lincoln—rsaner2@unl.edu 
Jan. 24, 2023 - Michigan State University Birth Management Webinar #4 - Online - events.anr.msu.edu/2023smallruminantbirthmanagement/ 

January 28, 2023  - Nebraska Sheep and Goat Producers Lambing and Kidding School—Craven Feed Center 
Gordon, NE—ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 
Jan. 28, 2023 - Michigan State University Birth Management Hands On Experience - MSU Sheep Teaching and Research Center -
 events.anr.msu.edu/2023smallruminantbirthmanagement/ 
March 1-2, 2023 - Missouri Shearing School - Lincoln University in Jefferson City, Mo. - Amy Bax at BaxA2@LincolnU.edu or call 573-681-6190 

March  3, 2023—Nebraska Sheep and Goat Producers Ultrasound Clinic— 
March 31-April 2, 2023 - Moffat County Sheep Shearing School - Craig, Colo. - Megan Stetson at megan.stetson@colostate.edu. 
April 13-15, 2023 - Shepherd's Cross Sheep Shearing School - Claremore, Okla. - www.shepherdscross.com 
April 14-15, 2023 - National Dorper Show & Sale - Duncan, Okla. - www.dorpersheep.org 
April 28-29, 2023 - Yellow Rose Fiber Fiesta - Seguin, Texas - www.yellowrosefiberfiesta.com 
May 31-June 4, 2023 - Contemporary Handweavers of Texas - Sugar Land, Texas - www.weavetexas.org 
June 23-25, 2023 - Houston Fiber Fest - Cypress, Texas - www.houstonfiberfest.com 
September 23 & 24, 2023—4S Goat Expo and Sale—North Platte, NE—s4goatexpo@yahoo.com 
September 9 & 10, 2023—NS&GPA—Annual Conference and Meeting—Broken Bow 

Renew your membership today for 2023!!! 
Online go to nebraskasheepandgoat.org 

Or  
Email ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 

Upcoming Events for 2023 
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PO Box 1066 

Chadron, NE  69337 

Tel:  Daniel Stehlik, President - (785)-275-1152 

Email: dstehlik2@unl.edu 

Newsletter: 

     Melissa Nicholson Newsletter and 

Communications Secretary (Chadron) 

(308)386-8378 ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com

Website: 

www.nebraskasheepandgoat.org 

“Supporting, Protecting and Promoting 

Nebraska’s Sheep and Goat Producers 

since 1979” 
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 Daniel Stehlik, President Central (Curtis) 

dstehlik2@unl.edu 
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sschaneman@npnrd.org 
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gimann47@gmail.com 

 John Wagnor Central (Phillips) 

mobydick51@msn.com 

 Sara Nichols Central (Eddysville) 

Sara.nichols@hotmail.com 
Educational  Committee 

 Randy Saner, UNL  (North Platte) 

rsaner2@unl.edu 

 Kelly Bruns, UNL (North Platte) 

kelly.bruns@unl.edu 

 Ivan Rush, Scottsbluff 
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