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 Nebraska Sheep and Goat Producers Association and Nebraska Extension 
are excited to present our 2nd annual Beginning Shepherd program geared 
towards new and seasoned sheep and goat producer’s education. This pro-
gram will be held June 4th at the Gage County Extension meeting room in 
Beatrice, NE.  The day will be packed full of speakers discussing the topics of 
Herd Management, Grazing, Wool Quality, Carcass evaluation and Genetics. 
The day will start at 8:30 a.m. with registration and conclude around 4 p.m.  
You will be treated to a wonderful lamb lunch and also have handout to 
take home with you. 

 The cost of the clinic is $35 for non-members, $25 for members of the Nebraska Sheep & Goat Producers plus $10 for 
each additional person from the same farm,  $15 for students and $15 for on-line participants. To pre-register contact 
Melissa Nicholson at ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com or call 308-386-8378 

BEGINNING SHEPHERD PROGRAM  

2022 Ultrasound Clinic 

The Nebraska Sheep & Goat Producers are excited to announce that we will be hosting an Ultrasound Clinic 

in Scottsbluff, NE this summer on July 22nd & July 23rd.  We will be having ReproScan Ultrasound Technol-

ogies conducting a hands-on clinic for producers. This clinic will be a two-day, introductory course to the 

basics of small ruminant ultrasound. The clinic will begin on the afternoon of July 22nd with a lecture and 

then hands on training to follow the morning of July 23rd.  

ReproScan was started in 2008 by veterinarians with the goal of providing portable, durable, functional, 

and affordable ultrasound equipment to veterinarians and progressive livestock operations. ReproScan’s 

contributions to the development of veterinary ultrasound include introducing the first convex rectal probe 

for extension arm ultrasound and improvements to wireless sunlight friendly monitors. Since 2008, 

ReproScan has successfully introduced 8 portable ultrasound units and several viewing devices to the mar-

ketplace. ReproScan looks forward to an exciting future in the ever-changing and challenging field of veteri-

nary ultrasound equipment. 

This clinic will be limited to 15 participants with only one pro-

ducer per operation.  Deadline to register is June 24, 2022.  
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Hello all! 
 
The last time I chatted with you I was gearing up for lambing. Boy, was this year a doozy. Extreme cold in Feb-
ruary for some of us and so many, lately, have been affected by wild fires in their areas. It’s truly amazing to 
me the extremes that happen in our state right during lambing. At my farm, we are weaning and getting 
groups ready for potential buyers which is daunting as well. I hope this newsletter finds you hanging in there 
with light at the end of the tunnel. 
 
A few highlights that are upcoming, we have two registrations for upcoming events! In June, the association 
will once again be hosting the “Beginning Shepherd Program” this time at the Gage County Extension Office in 
Beatrice. It looks to be a fantastic event! We will have presentations on everything from running a commercial 
goat herd to carcass grading! We can’t wait to see you all there. 

 
Our next event will be in Scottsbluff, NE! ReproScan Ultrasound Technologies will be conducting a two-day 
hands-on clinic for producers to learn how to use the latest ultrasound technology for their flocks! 
 
Both of these events really encompass what our association is all about! We try to provide programming for 
not only the beginner but also the more experienced producer.  And we are trying to make it to all corners of 
Nebraska. If you are ever wondering where your yearly membership is going towards, programming is a big 
part of it. Is there something else you’d like to see or learn about? You can always email, message, write a 
letter or call one of us! We love new ideas!  
 
That’s all I have for now! Here’s hoping for much needed moisture, a smooth weaning, and high prices when it 
comes time to market.  

President Tibit 

Wool Prices Continues Steady Increase in 2022 
As wool shearing continues across the U.S., in a few weeks’ time all eyes will be on the Australian wool market. Australian wool pric-
es have improved this year compared to 2021 and 2020, but are still lagging pre-2020 levels. American wool prices have been steady 
with modest gains compared to a year ago. 

In February, the Australian Eastern Market Indicator averaged 1,428 cents per kg clean, 10 percent higher than the prior year, but 9 
precent lower than in 2020.The last time the EMI surpassed 1,400 cent per kg clean was in July 2021. The EMI gained in recent 
months, reaching Australian $6.57 per lb. (U.S. $4.68 per lb.) in early February—the highest weekly price since late June of last year. 
But as of early March, the EMI softened to AUS $6.41 per lb. adjusting to the Emi in U.S. dollar terms, which was at U.S. $4.69 per lb.  

Prices for the finer wool market—between 17 to 21 microns—in February reached levels not seen since last summer. Prices for 18 
micron wool posted the largest year-over-year gain in February with a 10 percent gain and an increase for $1.15 per lb. more tha 
2020. A relatively short supply of fine wool and improved demand has supported prices. 

Broader wools remain a bit challenged as prices in February and into early March remained blow 2021 and 2020 levels. The market 
for 21 to 23 micron wools appears to be rather steady, with prices gaining in early March. According to ASI wool Consultant Barry 
Savage, since Australia is not a large producer of wool in this micron range, there is an opportunity for American producers to capi-
talize on this segment of the market. The market for 25 to 26 microns has also been steady in recent weeks, but is still struggling 
compared to prior years. Coarser wools—26 micron and higher—are still suffering from soft market demand with prices at histori-
cally low levels.  

According to Meat and Livestock Australia’s Annual Industry Projections, the relationship between wool and lamb prices has result-
ed in a shift in the Australia sheep flock away from wool production to lamb production. In the last three years, the percentage of 
Merino breeding ewes has declined from 76 to 72 percent, driven by record high lamb prices combined with lower returns from 
wool and difficulty in sourcing shearers. This supply shift is one factor supporting finer wool prices. 

The EMI is forecasted to increase in the next five years according to forecasts released by the Australian Department of Ag, Water 
and the environment in early March. According to ABARES, 1,390 cents per kg with2022-2023 wool prices gaining about 20 percent 
to 1,663 cents per kg. The forecasted increases are driven by increasing demand for finer wools and improving economic conditions. 

 

Overall, the wool market is in relatively better position compared to last year as the world transitions to a post-pandemic era. How-
ever, higher transportation costs and shipping constraints continue, which will weigh on the United States and International wool 
market. While the Australian EMI has softened from the season high of 1,449 cents per kg clean posted in early February, it is still 
trading at 104 cents per kg clean above the previous season’s value for the same time period. The strength in the EMI has come 
with relatively large volumes as well, which suggests market demand is steadily improving. 

Source: Sheep Industry News April 2022 
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What the Textbook Says about Bloat 

M A Y / J U N E  2 0 2 2  V O L U M E 9 ,  I S S U E  3  

Causes 
  Bloat can occur on lush legume 
pasture and sometimes on wheat 
pasture.  Pasture bloat is caused by 
interaction of plant animal and mi-
crobial factors.  Of course, goats 
allowed to eat their fill in the pen or 
in the barn on grains rich in protein 
can cause bloat quickly. Soluble 
plant proteins play a prominent role 
in the froth formation.   
Legume pasture, alfalfa hay and 
barley appear to be associated with 
a highest incidence of bloat than 
many other feeds. Legume pastures 
are particularly hazardous when 
moist after a light rain or dew.  
Symptoms and Signs 
  You will frist notice an enlarged 
paunch on the left side of the goat 
in front of the hipbone.  This is fol-
lowed by swelling on the right side, 
protrusion of the anus, difficulty 
breathing, discoloration of the 
tongue, and struggling and death if 
not treated. 
Treatment  
  Severe cases should be treated by 

a veterinarian. Puncturing the 
paunch to relive gas should be the 
last resort. Mild cases may be home 
treated by keeping animals on their 
feet and moving and drenching ei-
ther with vegetable oils or prolox-
lene(Therabloat) 
Prevention 
  Where there is high incidence of 
bloat it may be helpful to change 
the feed. Keep animals off straight 
legume pastures, feed dry forage 
along with pasture, keep animals 
from getting a rapid fill from an 
empty start. Keep animals continu-
ously on pasture once they are 
turned out. Keep salt and water 
conveniently accessible at all times. 
Do not allow animals into grain 
stores. Ration grain or pelleted 
feeds carefully. 
 
Source: ”Sheep and Goat 
Source,” by Ensiminger and Par-
ker; the Interstate Printers and 
Publishers 

 The American Sheep Industry Association is excited to an-
nounce several new additions to the American Wool Assurance program. 

 Ranch Groups are now available to help growers become AWA 
Ranch Group Certified.  Ranch Groups allow growers to:  

1. Reap the benefits of achieving a fully certified status  

2. Decrease auditing costs by only a portion of the members being au-
dited every four years 

3. Pool wool to create larger lots of certified wool. 

 Go online for more information and to form a Ranch Group. 

American Wool Assurance (AWA) Ranch Groups are designed to assist 
ranch’s in creating larger lots of AWA certified wool and in decreasing 
auditing costs. 

Ranch Groups Will: 

1. Designate a manager for the group. The manager  will communicate 
with members of the group, arrange evaluation  and audits and will 
ensure the group has met requirements. 

2. Keep a list of their ranch group members. Submit this list to in-
fo@americanwoolassurance.org annually by Jan. 1 

3. All members must be a Level 1 accredited and complete 2nd party 
audits every other year. 

4. A portion (square root) of the member ranches must complete 3rd 
party audits every 4 years 

5. Members in good standing will be certified as “AWA Ranch Group 
Certified” 

The AWA guide is available to help you understand more about the pro-
gram, its standards and what is needed for a second-party evaluation or 
third-party audit. 

A reminder: before you shear and have your wool clip ready, you might 
want to become accredited in AWA Level 1.  To do so, simply complete 
these AWA and SSQA learning courses in Member home section of the 
website. 

American Sheep Industry | Quality Assurance Programs 
(sheepusa.org)  

 

Wool Program Additions 

https://www.sheepusa.org/assuranceprograms
https://www.sheepusa.org/assuranceprograms
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By Coni Ross 

Most Bloat in kid goat is Enterotoxaemia. Baking soda alone to counter acidosis is not sufficient to prevent death. An antacid is 
needed, but I use Pepto Bismol, which is antacid, antigas, and anti bacterial (the Bismuth). For a young kid, I give 15 cc Pepto Bismol 
5-7 cc Penicillin SQ (depending on the kid’s weight), 5-7 cc oral of Penicillin (to topically kill bacteria in the rumen and small intestine 
causing acidosis, and gas) 5-7 cc CD antitoxin SQ. I also give 500mg Thiamin SQ to most kids. 

The symptoms usually subside very quickly. I repeat the Pepto Bismol six or so hours after the first dose. Wait at least seven to 10 
days, and booster CDT vaccine, then again three weeks later. 

On day two, I repeat the CD antitoxin, and the SQ penicillin. I also give a dose of Calf Pac, one scoop mixed with a little water and 
drenched (Calf Pac is a live probiotic product with 5 live organisms). 

NEVER USE VEGETABLE OIL IN ANY GOAT THAT IS BLOATED. Vegetable oil is digestible, and only adds to the digestive load. In 
case of bloat and acidosis from grain overload, I use Mineral oil. Mineral oil is not digestible, and helps speed the grain on its way, but 
does not add to the digestive load. Goats that have grain overload are in serious trouble. 

I have had does break into the feed barn, and eat to much corn. They had vandalized a ton, and done so much damage, I had no idea 
how much they had eaten. When I found them they had been in the barn so long, that they were no longer in the barn. There were 30 
fullbloods involved, and all were bloated and some were so sick they were vomiting corn. 

I got all of them in the working pens, and started treating. These were really big does, so I gave them each 5-6 oz of Pepto Bismol oral, 
depending on weight, 10 cc Penicillin oral, and Banamine 1 cc IM/100lbs, and Penicillin 10 cc SQ. 

I waited five hours, and most were visibly better, with bloat decreasing.  Some were scouring by then, so they were getting rid of part 
of the overload. I gave each one 2 oz of Mineral oil, and the ones that had been vomiting got 2 oz more of Pepto Bismol. 

On the morning of day two, all were still alive, and all but one were significantly better. The really sick one had not been able to walk 
when I treated them the day before, so I repeated her Banamine, and gave her three scoops of Calf Pac to restart the rumen, and 
provided dry hay. 

Continued on Page 7 

Treating Bloat in Kid Goats 

 

Here is a list of things I’ve learned—some to do 
and some not to do 

 Don’t forget to latch the gate when you walk out of the 
pen.  Then wire it shut! Bailing wire is the most goat 
proof-gate latch I have found. 

 If there is a water faucet in your goat pen, either cover it 
or take the handle off of it, as sooner or later your goats 
will turn on the water when you're not around. How far 
are they open the faucet depends on how long before 
you find it; it’s always enough water to flood their pen, 
though, usually deepest right around the feeder so they 
won’t walk through it and eat. 

 A piece of 2-inch diameter pipe under 3 inches long 
anywhere a goat walks will sooner or later wind up as a 
hoof ornament. While it seems the goats can get these 
on easily enough they can be tough to remove; PVC 
pipe is easier to get off then steel pipe. I have done 
both. A hacksaw and an assistant are both usually nec-
essary. 

 Gate hinges seem to make a good trap for kid goat 
hooves when they are jumping and playing.  And any V-
shaped opening in the goats’ area will make a nice trap 
for any age goat; which part of the body gets caught is 
decided only by the goat’s determination.  

 A 6-inch square opening in wire mesh makes a very ef-
fective head gate for adult goats and 4-inch openings 
work well for kid goats. If you can get all four of the 

goat’s feet off the ground you can get their heads out 
more easily. 

 Goats love to chew on electrical wires and size or volt-
age doesn’t matter to the goats. They like 460-volt wire 
as much as they like 12-volt wire. Any extension cord or 
exposed wires on or around your house, barns, pens, 
trailers, or equipment are considered fair game by your 
goats. Even if the goat doesn’t get hurt doing this it is 
aggravating when you go to use your equipment and 
don’t have lights or power. 

 Much like your pen fence, gates to your barn or the door 
to your feed door is seen as an obstacle to overcome by 
your goats. They will sooner or later get in and make a 
mess of it or on everything in it and maybe even chew 
up a few wires for good measure while they are inside. 

 Much along the same line, your buck goats will get in 
with the girls when you don’t want them to. Regardless 
of what type of enclosure you have them in they will let 
you know just how goat-proof your fences really are by 
going under, through or over them. And while he is in 
there that one buck you thought was too young to 
breed? Well, his kids look pretty good also. 

 Clean, fresh water for your stock is the most important 
mineral you can give goats. 

 Goats do a lot better in hot and dry than in wet and 
cold weather, even though dark colored goats that are 
over fed can suffer heat stroke. 

Goat Tips from Marvin Shurley 
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May 28-29 - Massachusetts Sheep and Woolcraft Fair - Cummington (Mass.) Fairgrounds - www.masheepwool.org 
May 31 - NDSU Extension Local Meat Production Webinar (Session 5) - Online - www.ndsu.edu/agriculture/extension/events/farm-market-webinar-series  
June 4—NS&GP Beginning Shepherd Clinic Gage County Extension Office—Beatrice, NE  email ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 
June 7-9—Diversifying with Small ruminants extension.sdstate.edu/events (Three location in three states) 
June 4-5 - Flag Wool and Fiber Fest - Arizona Historical Society Pioneer Museum in Flagstaff, Ariz. - www.flagwool.com 
June 6-11 - Columbia Sheep Breeders of America National Show and Sale - Archer Event Center in Cheyenne, Wyo. - www.columbiasheep.org 
June 7 - Pipestone Lamb & Wool Program Facility Tour - Pipestone, Minn. - www.pipestonesheep.com 
June 7 - American Rambouillet Sheep Breeders Association Sale - Online - integritylivestocksales.com/sales/american-rambouillet-association-online-sale672022 
June 11 - Eastern Alliance for Production Katahdins Field Day - Roxboro, N.C. - www.easternalliancekatahdins.com 
June 20 - National Rambouillet Show & Sale - Ozark Empire Fairgrounds in Springfield, Mo. - www.rambouilletsheep.org 
July 8-9 - 101st Idaho State Ram Sale - Twin Falls County Fairgrounds in Twin Falls, Idaho - www.idahowoolgrowers.org 
July 9 - Eastern Alliance for Production Katahdins Annual Symposium and Sale - Blountville, Tenn. - www.easternalliancekatahdins.com 
July 9-10 - Western States Dorper Association's Annual Show and Sale - Reno, Nev. - www.wsdorpers.org 
July 16-17 - Copper K Fiber Festival - Whitehall, Mont. - 

July 22-23—NS&GP Ultrasound Clinic—Scottsbluff, NE SPOTS ARE FILLING UP GET REGISTER TODAY! 
Sept. 24-25—NS&GP Annual Conference—North Platte, NE –ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 
Sept  24-25, 2022—4S Goat Expo—North Platte, NE—s4goatexpo@yahoo.com or 4sgoatexpo.net 
November 19, 2022—Nebraska Make It With Wool contest—Lexington High School—Lexington, NE—Public Style show at 1:00 
pm CT 

IF YOU HAVE NOT RENEWED FOR 2022 DO SO TODAY!!! 
You can go to the website   

https://nebraskasheepandgoat.org/ Or email us at 
ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 

Treating Bloat continue from Page 6 

 

One day three, the really sick on was dead. I 
opened her, and she had sloughed the lining 
of her rumen from the acidosis. The other 
does were all  well. I kept them on plain hay 
for three more days to be sure they were 
recovered. None of the recovered does have 
had complications from the acidosis. 

That is how I do it. 

Place your Business card here for 

no charge.  Email to 

ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 

New Extension Website for all things sheep and goat! 
Nebraska Extension Sheep and Goat | Nebraska Extension (unl.edu) 

https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/lincolnmcpherson/nebraska-extension-sheep-and-goat/
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By Gerald Fitch 
Extension Specialist for Sheep  Oklahoma State University Extension 

The use of electric fencing for sheep is relatively new in the U.S. Farmers in 

several other countries have used electric fencing with great success for 

several decades now. Electric fencing is more economical that standard 

barded wire fencing or hog wire fencing. Electric fencing also allows for 

temporary fencing to subdivide pastures, which can increase the stocking 

rate and forage utilization and decrease parasite problems through rotation-

al grazing. Why has electric fencing not caught on in the U.S? The main 

reason is the past failures producers have experienced due to utilizing poor 

quality fence chargers and not understanding the basics of electric fencing. 

The basic principles of fence construction, grounding, and current flow must 

be understood to ensure correct fence design with minimal maintenance 

and maximum current flow. 

FENCE CHARGERS AND GROUNDING 

The major mistake that is made in electric fencing is the choice of poor 

quality, “cheaper” fence chargers and the improper grounding of the fence. 

The fence charger is the most important purchase in construction of the 

electric fence. Electric fence chargers have become much more sophisticated 

than the older type, low powered fence energizers. Electric fence for sheep 

can be maintained even in remote areas with the new solar powered 

chargers. Voltage must be maintained at all times if an electric fence is to 

be effective. The new high voltage energizers produce a very short, .003 

second, high-energy pulse. The high-energy pulse charges even a long 

length of heavily weeded fence with a shock that livestock respect. The 

short pulse limits thee overall energy, so posts are not burned and thee 

wires are safe though painful, to touch. The short pulse also removes the 

chances of fire when grass contacts the wire. The most important compo-

nent of electric fence construction is the proper grounding or earthing of 

the system. With a poor ground, the eclectic pulse cannot complete its cir-

cuit, and the fence will be completely ineffective. Improper grounding is the 

number one reason for electric fence failure and the main reason for pro-

ducers’ in the United States reluctance to use electric fencing. More than 

80%of the electric fence systems in the U.S. are inadequately grounded. 

Three or four ground rods 6 feet long should be used for proper grounding. 

These rods should be placed in parallel approximately six feet apart. Most 

fences are constructed with only one ground rod; this is adequate only 

when the ground is extremely wet and still, only one will not be sufficient to 

ensure proper current flow. 

PERMANENT ELECTRIC FENCING 

Permanent electric fencing with five to eight properly place strands is excel-

lent for holding sheep. This fencing can be constructed with high-tensile 

wire and various types of creosote pressure treated post or fiberglass posts 

for about one-half of the material and labor cost of an equivalent woven 

wire fence. Experience has shown that a 7 or 8 wire fence that is approxi-

mately 48 inches high is ideal for sheep and cattle. This fence will not only 

keep sheep in, but will also work well for keeping predators out. Spacing 

will depend on the number of wires used. A good fence design for a 7 wire 

fence would begin with the bottom charged wire set 6 inches above the 

ground. The next two wires would be spaced at 5-inch intervals and would 

be ground wire, followed by a charged wire. The next wire would be a 

ground wire spaced 6 inches farther up, followed by a charged wire and a 

ground wire at 8 inch intervals. The top wire would then be 10 inches up 

and would be a charged wire. This fence would be 48 inches high and 

should do a good job of livestock control. The wires used in these fences 

should be smooth, 12 1/2 gauge or 14 gauge wires. If building a perma-

nent fence, the 12 1/2 gauge would be a much better choice. The 12 1/2 

gauge wire is much stronger and will carry the necessary voltage better 

than the lighter 14 gauge wire. In any case, when this fence is built from 

smooth wires it is important to put a “wire strainer” on each wire to take up 

the slack and keep the wires tight. The principal idea of the wire is to give 

an electrical shock to livestock, and the actual strength of the wire does not 

prevent animals from going through. Consequently, all that is needed is to 

space the wires properly and keep them tight. This makes it possible on 

level ground to put fence posts 40 to 50 feet apart. By doing this and using 

high-tensile smooth wire, it is possible to build a fence for much less than 

the cost of a woven wire fence, and the fence is a much better deterrent to 

the movement of dogs and coyotes than a woven wire fence. 

TEMPORARY ELECTIC FENCING 

Recent interest in pasture management involving intensive or controlled 

grazing systems has created a need for semi-permanent or temporary sub-

division fence systems. These allow forage growth, quick grazing, internal 

parasite reduction and regrowth of forage for future grazing. There are 

many different types of temporary fencing. These include lightweight , high-

tensile smooth wire, polywire, polytape and flexible netting. The lightweight, 

high-tensile wire would be the best utilized when the fence is semi-

permanent, such as around a wheat field for the winter and spring. This wire 

is not well utilized when constant moving of the fenced area is necessary. 

The polywire and polytape are pest utilized in a rotational or controlled 

grazing environment when the fence must be moved more often. A 2 or 3 

wire temporary fence around a wheat pasture or for controlled grazing in 

any kind of pasture will normally be sufficient. Most producers using tempo-

rary fencing feel that all wires should be charged and that no ground wires 

are necessary. If a 2-wire system is used, the bottom wire should be 10 to 

12 inches above the ground with the second wire 10 to 12 inches above 

the bottom wire. If a 3-wire system is used, an arrangement of three wires 

spaced at 10-inch intervals works well. The new polywire or polytape sys-

tem has made temporary fencing for controlled and intensive grazing a very 

feasible alternative. With the use of portable reels and quick setup features, 

thee temporary fences can be moved quickly, and they are very efficient in 

keeping livestock in. 

REJUVENATING EXISTING FENCES 

Old fences that have deteriorated to the extent that they need complete 

replacement can be rejuvenated to last for many more years by attaching 

offset brackets and an electrified wire on one or both sides of the old fence. 

All single offset wires should be attached to 2/3 the height of the animals 

to be controlled. The old fence can be used as the “ground” wire and will 

work well to complete the circuit necessary for good sheep control. Charg-

ing barbed wire is not a good practice for two reasons: 1)livestock caught 

in charged barbed wire can literally be shocked to death; and 2)barbed wire 

is not as conductive as the smooth-high-tensile wire and will not carry an 

adequate current for sheep. 

TRAINGING SHEEP TO ELECTRIC FENCES 

It is necessary that sheep become adjusted to and learn to respect electric 

fences. All animals need time and space to quietly discover that electrified 

fences are “hot.” If they can be first exposed shortly after they are shorn, thy 

will have less wool for insulation. Sheep should be turned into an area that 

is controlled by electric fence and allowed to discover the fence in their own 

time. Sheep that are crowded near electric fences frequently get spooked 

through the fence. Rambouillet ewes brought off the range of southwest 

Texas are easily spooked and will require more time to get adjusted to the 

electric fencing. The minimum time required is 12 hours and most animals 

will be fully trained in 48 hrs. It is also true that a multi-wire fence will teach 

sheep to respect electric fencing much quicker than a one– or two-wire 

fence. The high levels of forage production in Oklahoma make sheep pro-

duction a very viable enterprise. Problems associated with sheep production 

in Oklahoma include predation and internal parasites problems. With thee 

correct use of electric fencing those problems can be kept to minimum. 

Electric fencing is another alternative, which may prove a valuable asset to 

your operation. For more information on electric fencing, contact your local 

county ag extension office or your state sheep specialists. 

ELECTRIC FENCING FOR SHEEP 
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Have you ever considered diversifying production on the farm? 

Producing beef cattle and meat goats on the same farm may 
improve your financials, says University of Missouri Extension 
agricultural business specialist Jennifer Lutes. 

Lutes developed a model that looks at the economics of co-
grazing—a diversification strategy involving production of mor 
than one livestock species on the same farm. 

According to her model, a co-grazing scenario generated higher 
profit per acre along with higher profit per labor hour along with 
higher net income than scenarios that involved producing only 
cattle or goats. 

Lutes presented on the topic at the Southwest Missouri Spring 
Forage Conference in Springfield. 

Lutes says there are tow main strategies for reducing the aver-
age unit cost of producing a good: specialization and diversifica-
tion. Specialization—producing only one crop or animal—
emerged during the transition from sustenance farming to for-
profit farming. “It continues to serve farmers well, as it has for 
hundreds of years, but a diversification strategy combined with 
the knowledge gained from specialization might better meet the 
needs of some farms today,” Lutes said. 

“Diversified production can be an advantage because it pro-
motes a stable income by spreading income across the year,” 
she said. Using shared resources can create a synergy between 
the products that increases productivity of labor and land and 
decreases per unit costs. In turn, this can increase average reve-
nue and reduce profit variability. 

“However, diversified production requires that farms have the 
knowledge and skills to manage multiple species,” she said. It’s 
necessary to learn about markets that may move differently 
than cattle markets. Each species has different needs regarding 
shelter, fencing, feeding and water tank height. In addition, sup-
porting multiple enterprises can mean more time eon the farm, 
reducing the opportunity for off-farm jobs. 

On diversified farms, one enterprise is typically less profitable 
than the other. This an make it tempting to move back to a sin-
gle-species operation. “Trade-offs must be made between the 
long-term, risk-reducing effects of diversity and the perceived 
short-term economic loss of allocating resources to thee less 
profitable enterprise,” Lutes said. 

“When we evaluate two enterprises separately on profitability 
alone, we might under-value the synergies of the two enterpris-
es,” she said. “We need to ensure we evaluate the enterprises 
through multiple lenses to understand implications to the farm 
business.” 

Lutes chose to analyze co-grazing beef cattle and meat goats 
because their complementary feeding behaviors enable several 
benefits, such as control of undesirable weed species and better 
utilization of standing crops. 

With the assistance of MU Extension economist Joe Horner, 
Lutes applied her model to compare three hypothetical farms: 
one with 45 cows, another with 90 goats and a diversified farm 
with 45 cows and 45 goats. Ultimately, the diversified farm pro-
duced the highest profit per labor hour and per acre and had the 
overall highest net income. The cow-only farm had the lowest 
cost per pound produced, which Lutes said is du to the cost-
reducing effects of specialization. However, the diversified 
farm’s cost per pound produced was only $0.02 higher than the 
cow-only farm. This is the power of combining the knowledge of 
specialization with diversification, she said. 

While this financial comparison focused on cattle and goats, they 
are not the only two enterprises that can complement each oth-
er on the farm. 

“I’m not asking that you forget all the strides we’ve made with 
production knowledge and technology,” Lutes said. “What I am 
asking is that you take a hard look at your operation and see if 
you could benefit your farm financials by diversifying and pro-
ducing an additional product.” 

Co-Grazing Diversification Could Boost Farm Profit 

Small ruminant footrot is caused by an infection from 

two organisms: Dichelobactoer Nodosus and Fuso-

bacterium Necrophorum. Fusobacterium necropho-

rum is in most sheep and goat environments and can 

set the stage for footrot to occur. Dichelobactr 

nodosus produces a powerful enzymes that dissolves 

hoof and leads to the undermining of the sole that 

leaves your flock or herd with sever lameness. Here 

are some ways to prevent it and treat it : 

Signs of Footrot: 

• Lameness 

• Pain and discomfort in the hoof area 

• Redness or inflamed tissue between toes 

• Foul smell around hoof area 

• Goat or sheep grazing on knees 

• Laying down for an extended amount of time 

Treatment: 

• Call your local veterinarian to see what type of 

antibiotics they would recommend 

• Foot bathing (zinc/sulfate solution) for up to 15 

minutes to dry hoof tissue 

• Separate the animals that are infected from the 

rest of the herd/flock 

What causes it? 

• A bacteria that is commonly found in wet soil 

conditions when mud and manure have been al-

lowed to accumulate 

• Highly contagious in wet/moist areas where ani-

mals congregate  

• Infected animals spreading it to the herd/flock 

Prevention 

• Provide good drainage for water in pastures and 

paddocks 

• Pasture rotation 

• Practice regular hoof trimming  

• Quarantine all new animals that could carry the 

bacteria. 

Tactics to Preventing Small Ruminant Footrot 
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Goat Curry 
Ingredients: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Directions: 

1.  For the marinade: Mix the soy 
sauce, curry powder, garlic, basil, crushed 

pepper, oregano and black pepper in a large bowl. Add the goat to the bowl and marinate overnight. 
2. For the curry: Remove the goat from the marinade. Heat the oil in a large pan and add the goat. Turn the 
heat to medium and sear the goat until brown, about 15 minutes. Add the coconut milk and 4 cups water. Cov-
er and cook, about 2 hours. 
3. Add the onions, bell peppers, carrots, green onions and bay leaves and simmer, about 1 hour. 
Serve with rice or rice and peas. 

1/2 cup soy sauce  Curry: 

1/4 cup curry powder 1/2 cup oil 

1/4 cup chopped garlic 4 cups coconut milk 

2 tablespoons chopped fresh basil 2 cups chopped onions 

1 tablespoon crushed red pepper 1 cup chopped bell peppers 

1 teaspoon dried oregano 1/2 cup chopped carrots 

1 teaspoon ground black pepper 1/4 cup chopped green onion 

2 pounds goat meat, cut into 2-inch chunks 4 bay leaves 

Servings:  6  Rice or rice and peas, for serving 

Lamb Holiday Calendar 
~2022~ 

Festive of the Nativity  
(Christian Orthodox) 

Jan. 7 

Pesach (Jewish Passover)     April 15-22 

Western Easter   April 17 

Start of Ramadan April 3 

Eastern Orthodox Easter 

(Greek) 

April 24 

Eid-al-Fitr   May 2 

Eid Ul-Adha July 10 

Islamic New Year   July 30 

Mawlid-Al-Nabi   Oct 9 

Rosh Hashanah/Jewish New 

Year   

Sept 25-27 

Thanksgiving   Nov. 24 

Hanukkah/Chanukkah   Dec. 18-25 

Christmas   Dec. 25 
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By Cat Urbigkit, The Shepherd 
 

 Producers have about 18 months to work with their veteri-
narians to get plans in place for the use of antimicrobial drugs when 
the need arises in their flocks/herds, according to University of Califor-
nia-Davis specialist Roselle Busch, DVM. When these drugs switch to 
prescription-only next year, producers will not be able to purchase the 
drugs at supply stores or online without a prescription, and the pre-
scriptions will be served by licensed pharmacies. 
 Busch told the American Sheep Industry Association’s Animal 
Health Committee that the U.S Food & Drug Administration plans to 
transfer all medically important antimicrobial drugs for use in animals 
(both food producing animals and companion animals) to availability 
only under the oversight of a licensed veterinarian. While the FDA has 
been phasing in the program in the last few years, remaining over-the-
counter antimicrobials for animals will be transitioned to prescription-
only by June 2023. 
 Livestock producers should work to establish veterinarian-
client-patient relationship and herd health plans that outline treatment 
protocols for common conditions to ensure that producers are able to 
continue to provide needed care to their animals, Busch said. 
 The movement to restrict antibiotics is due to antibiotic re-
sistance, recognized as a global threat to both public health and animal 
health. The consequence of such resistance means that simple infec-
tions are more difficult to treat, with longer treatment times, increased 
cost, and deaths. 
SCRAPIE 
 USDA APHIS veterinarian Diane Sutton provided an update 
on the U. S. scrapie eradication program, noting that when the pro-
gram began, it was estimated that about 1 in every 500 sheep in the 
United States was affected, and the estimate is “now probably 1 in 
100,000, but we can’t say that with certitude.” Eradication of the dis-
ease will open pathways for exports of both sheep and goats, as well as 
increase productivity in the nation’s flocks, she said. 
 Scrapie is a transmissible spongiform encephalopathy 
affecting sheep and goats that was detected in the United States after 
the import of a small group of sheep from the UK via Canada in 1942. 
Since the USDA’s slaughter surveillance stared in 2003, the percent of 
cull sheep found positive at slaughter has decreased 99%. However, to 
declare the U.S. “scrapie free”, USDA must be able to prove that its 
surveillance program has conducted testing in all sheep and goat popu-
lations. 
 “Every time we get a new positive case, we lose years of pro-
gress in the program as well as millions of dollars in the industry,” 
Sutton said. 
B. ovis 
 Brucella ovis is a primary cause of epididymitis in rams, re-
ported VMRD’s Andrew Johnson, Ph.D., which result in infertility and 
reduction in lamb yields in flocks. Screening for B.ovis routinely con-
sists of palpation the scrotum of rams, followed be serology tests on 
animals with abnormalities as well as some clinically normal rams, but 
with existing ELISA antibody tests it is difficult to detect differences in 
exposure and clearing versus actual shedding of thee virus. In most 
cases, rams that test positive are culled, since there is no cost effective 
antibiotics treatment available, and vaccination is not widely practiced. 
But not all rams that test positive will develop clinic disease, so the 
economic impact of a more consistent test for B. ovis may prove sub-
stantial for management of individual rams. 
 Johnson reported that the major challenge is there are no 

standardized commercial ELISA test reagents available in the U.S., and 
there have been discrepant results between different laboratories. 
That’ were VMRD comes in. 
 Veterinary Medical Research & Development Inc.(VMRD) is a 
private company based in Pullman, Washington that develops and 
manufactures veterinary diagnostic kits and related reagents. VMRD 
has standardized antigen and manufacturing controls for B. ovis ELISA 
reagent manufacturing. Johnson told the Animal Health Committee 
that four different labs conducted external validation tests, with results 
indicating that this is a sensitive assay with repeatable results. Numer-
ous diagnostic labs are now in the process of converting to using these 
reagents so VMRD’s improvements to B. ovis testing stands to lessen 
the number of animals culld for being in the “suspect” zone when test 
results are received. 
ELECTRONIC ID 
 Citing increased risk of foreign animal disease entering the 
United States, Cindy Wolf, DVM, of Minnesota spoke about transition-
ing to an electronic identification system, noting EID “would help us 
know where those animals were, where those animals are going, much 
more rapidly” than traditional record keeping on paper that are based 
on visual tags. 
 If EID were in place, it would automatically become part of 
the disease control program. Wolf said. Even if all producers aren’t 
ready to implement EID now, sheep industry needs to be ready to pro-
tect the industry. To that end, the ASI Electronic ID Transition Working 
Group spent the last year examining the issue and preparing a report 
to the industry. 
 The Working Group recognized that real-time traceability is 
important to ensure the continuity of business for ship producers 
should it be faced with a rapidly spreading disease, Wolf said. The only 
proven system that works for that is using low-frequency RFID tags, 
readers and software, such as those already used in regions such as 
England and Australia. 
 Wolf said that the working group learned some basics from 
other countries, including that a subsidy for the program was neces-
sary, as were mandates and educational campaigns. Other countries 
also demonstrated the benefits of the program, including prepared-
ness for a foreign animal disease, their ability to market lamb meat 
using traceability and increased productivity and profitability in their 
flocks. 
 While RFID systems are available and in use in the United 
States, the working group developed a list of concerns and impedi-
ments to setting up a national program, as well as a series of recom-
mendations for moving the industry forward. Among its recommenda-
tions the working group suggests that government cost-sharing in de-
velopment and implementation of the program is necessary, and that 
here should be a phased in approach to the program, with a state or 
region fully implementing the program within one year, before all 
states would transition to RFID with two years. 

Producers Should Plan Now for Rx Antibiotics 
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Instant Pot Leg of American Lamb 

Ingredients: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIRECTIONS 

 

 

1. Pat the lamb dry with paper towels and season with salt and pepper. 

2. Set the Instant Pot to sauté and add the oil. Once the oil is hot, brown the lamb all over. Remove the lamb and spread the 
top and sides with the garlic and rosemary. 

3. Insert the rack into the bottom of the Instant Pot. Pour in the water into the bottom of the pot. Place the lamb on the rack 
and set the Instant Pot to meat/stew. Cook 30 to 35 minutes, depending on how rare you want it (30 minutes is good for medi-
um rare on a 4lb leg of lamb). Let the pressure release naturally before removing the lid. 

1 (3 to 4 lb) boneless leg of American Lamb  

Salt and Pepper Servings: 8-10 

2 tbsp avocado oil, divided Prep Time: 5 Minutes 

4 cloves of garlic, crushed Cook time: 35 Minutes 

2 tbsp chopped fresh rosemary  
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Last time to renew for 2022  

Don’t Miss Out 
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