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 The Nebraska Sheep & Goat Producers Association will be holding their An-
nual Conference, on October 22 & 23.   The conference will start off on Friday, Oc-
tober 22nd at 5:00 pm with a tour of the new Veterinary Technology Facility at 
NECC in Norfolk, NE.  The association will continue their conference Saturday, Oc-
tober 23, at the Madison County Fairgrounds, in Madison, NE.  The conference will 
start at 9:00 AM and finish with a wonderful lamb dinner around 5:00 PM.   
  Dr. Richard Ehrhardt, Ph.D. from Michigan State University will be keynote 
speaker.  Richard Ehrhardt has been the small ruminant specialist at Michigan 
State University since 2009 holding a joint appointment between the departments 
of animal science and large animal clinical sciences.  He received his BS in Animal 
Science from UW-Madison and his graduate training (MS and PhD) from Cornell 
University.  His interest in extension and applied research were fostered by a di-
versity of experience with sheep including purebred sheep during his youth, shear-
ing professionally since his early teens, field research in New Zealand and Austral-
ia, and managing his own flock of commercial ewes on an accelerated lambing 
program for the past 20 years. His applied research interests revolve around in-
creasing production efficiency in small ruminants through strategic nutritional 
management, optimizing aseasonal reproduction, improving whole-farm forage 
utilization and by establishing preventative health programs. 
 We will also have Dr. Lisa Surber, Ph.D..  She was born and raised on a 
ranch near Medicine Hat, Alberta, Canada and is still active in her family’s com-
mercial cattle operation.  She obtained her B.S., M.S., and PhD in Animal and 
Range Sciences from Montana State University. During her time at MSU, she was 
the managing director of the Montana Wool Lab. Lisa served as a Wool Education 
Consultant for the American Sheep Industry Association and with WestFeeds as a 
Ruminant Nutritionist. Lisa now runs her own consulting business providing nutri-
tional expertise for cattle and sheep, wool buying, classing, and education ser-
vices, NSIP certified ultrasounding services, and OFDA on-site wool testing ser-
vices. Also, she is the Executive Secretary for South Dakota Sheep Growers Associ-
ation. She is a certified sheep ultrasound technician and an ASI Level 4 wool class-
er and instructor and performs these services across the US and Canada. Lisa now 
lives in Newell, SD and can be reached at lmsurber@gmail.com or 406-581-7772. 
 Topics for the conference will include: New Ideas on feeding your flock, 
sheep and goat budgets, nutrition and flushing, Membrane Protection Technolo-
gies: fueling fertility, marketing your products, from farm to harvest what it takes, 
producers panel and vendors to check out. 
 To Register send in the attached registration form, find the form on our 
website nebraskasheepandgoat.org or contact Melissa Nicholson at 
ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com or 308-386-8378 
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Thoughts from your President 

S E P T / O C T  2 0 2 1  V O L U M E  8 ,  I S S U E  5  

Hello all!  
 
Fall always finds me incredibly 
busy, as with most of us we are all 
trying to ready ourselves for 
breeding season, harvesting, and 
preparing for the long winter 
ahead.  The Association is just as 
busy as well.  If you didn’t have a 
chance to stop by the Nebraska 
State Fair, you missed our board 
members serving up hot bites of 
lamb and goat meat for passersby.  
Bluff Valley farms kindly provided 
the lamb meat for the Nebraska 
State Fair and the UNL Meat Lab 
provided the goat meat.  
 Everyone commented on 
how amazing it tasted.  Most were 
very surprised. This just reaffirms 
my stance that we desperately 
need to find more outlets to sell 
our lamb and goat meat directly 
to consumers.   
 
A member of our advisory team, 
Ivan Rush, recently went to Costa 
Rica promoting American Beef 
and Lamb.  Just like people are 
loving it here, Costa Rica was no 

different.  Supplying people with 
American Lamb and Goat is just 
the way to go! Not only can direct 
marketing increase your profits; it 
cuts out that middle man.  I know 
right now the dates for getting 
anything butchered, let alone 
USDA inspected, are out the door 
and around the corner. In other 
words, a long way out! Eventually, 
the wait time for processing will 
have to decrease.   
 
Direct marketing has been on my 
mind for a while now. I feel like 
what’s the point in promoting 
sheep and goats, if we don’t get 
more people to try it and eat it on 
a regular basis. If you as members 
have any thoughts on this topic, 
please I’m all ears.   
 
In other news, we have several 
events coming up for members 
and non-members alike! Septem-
ber 18-19 is the Biogenics Goat AI 
Clinic in North Platte. We are all 
very interested to learn about the 
AI process as it pertains to goats.  
AI can significantly increase your 

herds value in one generation if 
you are using semen from a top 
buck.  Also, our Annual Conven-
tion will be here before we know 
it.  The Annual Convention will be 
October 22-23 in Madison, NE.  
Watch for updates on our website 
and Facebook page. We have a 
great line up of speakers and ven-
dors will be there as well this year.  
With that, I should close out.  I 
hope these next couple of months 
find you all in good health and 
getting your farm/ranch ready for 
the upcoming seasons! 
 

Mature Body Weight:   Ram 109-125 lb. 
    Ewe    75-100 lb. 
Average Fiber Diameter:  Micron  36-29 
    Spinning Count  54-44 
Grease Fleece Weight:  Ewe   3-4 lb. 
Staple Length:   3-4” 
 
Related to the Welsh Mountain, the Black 
Welsh Mountain is the product of approxi-
mately 100 years of selective breeding.  
Introduced into the U.S. in 1972, they are a 
small breed standing only 20” to 24” tall.  
They are a hardy, self-reliant breed with a 
long, wool-covered tail and blue skin.  Their 
black wool is a short, dense, and without 
kempy fibers. 
 
In the Middle Ages, the mutton of black-
fleeced Welsh Mountain Sheep was prized 
for its richness and excellence. The black 
wool, known as Cochddu (reddish brown) 
was much sought-after by merchants. During 
the mid-19th century some breeders began to 
select specifically for the black fleece color 
and the result is the Black Welsh Mountain sheep. Flocks of the pure breed are 
now widely distributed throughout the United Kingdom, with flocks also in 
Ireland and the USA. 
 
The Black Welsh Mountain is a small, black sheep with no wool on the face or 
on the legs below the knee and hock. The rams are typically horned and the 
females are polled (hornless). 
 
Although it is bred today perhaps as much for decorative value as for its com-
mercial importance, it nevertheless grows wool which is sufficiently fine, soft 
and densely stapled to be regarded as a specialty type and the fleece is used to 

good effect in combination with other wools. Always black, it can be used un-
dyed for many cloths. The average fleece weight is 2.5 - 4 pounds. The staple 
length is 8-10 cm and the spinning count is 48's-56's.  
 
Sources indicate there is also a market for the pelts. In the USA, Canada and 
Japan the fleece has generated special interest for home spinning and weaving. 
The wool now commands its own grade by the Wool Marketing Board. 
 
The breed are seasonal with lambing usually taking place from February to 
March (sometimes as late as April). Lambing percentages in the order of 175% 
have been reported with selected flocks as high as 200%. 
I 
n addition, the Black Welsh Mountain exhibits resistance to both fly attack and 
foot infections. They also have good soundness in the feet and legs. 
 
Sources indicate a premium quality meat is obtained from the Black Welsh 
Mountain with close grain, light bone and a favorable meat to bone ratio. The 
small popular cuts are full of succulent lean and with minimum of wasteful fat. 
The meat is close in texture, rich in color, full of value and of distinct flavor. The 
major proportion of the weight is in the more valuable cuts. The finished lambs 
average 30-38 lbs. carcass weight. The ewes cross well with meat producing 
rams for fat lamb production. 
 
The breed has strong, historical links with the 
Royal Smithfield Show which date back to 
the 1920s. Many successes have been scored 
at this show, particularly in the carcass 
section. 

 

  

 Black Welsh Mountain  
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On August 29th, board members Connie Moore, Rebecca Fletcher, 
John Wagnor, Dan Stehlik, Al Weeder and Randy Saner along with 
members Melissa Nicholson, Julia Nicholson and Russell Moore had 
the pleasure of cooking and serving lamb and goat to approximately 75 
visitors of the Nebraska State fair. This is the 6th year that the 
Association has traveled to the fair and cooked lamb and goat for 
visitors to taste.  The goal for the tasting is to provide the opportunity 
for perspective consumers to taste our members product in a positive 
way.  The meat that we served this year was acquired from UNL meat 
lab—goat and Bluff Valley Farm—Lamb.  We have not made a recipe with the meat, we just grill it 
with a little seasoning on it.   
 People that tasted the lamb and goat this year really liked it.  Many of them asked for recipes, 
season packet recipes and where to acquire the meat.  Randy Saner, UNL Extension Educator 

spoke to the crowd about some of the nutritional value of lamb 
and goat meat and helped answer questions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 A big thank you to Bluff Valley Farm for 
bringing us the lamb to serve and Kelly Bruns 
and Randy Saner for getting the goat meat.   

State Fair Tasting 
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 Based in western Nebraska, Aaron Fintel runs an old-school, mod-
ern-day sheep farm in the free moments he find between selling 
John Deere tractors and attending his two sons’ sporting events 
 
Open Skies farms is old-school, in the fact that Aaron bases many 
of his management decisions more on what feels right in the mo-
ment than on hard data.  But like a modern-day producer, he’s also 
open to new ideas.  What has evolved is an ever-changing  opera-
tion that can take on a bit of a Jekyll-and-Hyde feel, and one that 
many small-scale sheep producers can probably relate to. 
 
“If it doesn’t work, then it’s done,” he says with little remorse.  
“That’s just my nature.  I have a natural way about me to try and 
reinvent the wheel.  There is not a structured management practice 
in place, so we just kind of go with whatever fits and feels right for 
us.” 
 
His so, Jacob and Jonathan, and his fiancé, Brandi, are accustomed 
to the barrage of new ideas that he floats on a regular basis.  Not a 
single one of the three is surprised when he mentions yet another 
concept he might like to try. 
 
And while the method to his madness might be difficult to identify 
at times, the feedlot nature of the operation drives Aaron on a daily 
basis. 
 
“The biggest thing I’m always searching for is the silver bullet on 
the feeding side,” he admits.  “It’s not necessarily the raising of the 
lambs, but the ewe feed and the cost of it. I’m always trying to man-
age that and figure it out” 
 
“We’ve tried different stuff. We’ve tried wheat hay and bean hay. I 
would love to feed that bean hay all year, every year. It was super 
cheap, because obviously that’s not the point of pinto beans.  Body 
condition on the sheep was amazing all year.  It made no difference 
whether we were nursing  or flushing or if it was 100 degrees in 
July.  The sheep just looked beautiful all year long.  They were pre-
harvested beans  that still had pods in there, so we could crank 
back on the corn because they were getting so much protein from 
the beans.” 
 
Never heard of feeding bean hay to sheep? It’s not generally an 
option for Aaron’s operation either, but an August hail storm in 
2019 took out much of the local crop as the beans were nearly 
ready for harvest. 
 
“A friend of ours had two half circles of pinto beans that they had 
swathed and bailed,” Aaron recalls.  “As you can imagine on a 
drylot operation, we’re always concerned about feed costs.  So, 
we’re very open-minded.  He brought over those pinto bales and 
we dropped it in the feeder. 
 
“We were really happy with that.  A lot of studies will tell you to be 
careful about feeding dry beans to sheep, but also a lot of rough-
age that would help the rumen.  And, it worked.  The farmers in this 
area are really hoping that’s never an option for me again.” 
 
The ewe gets a steady diet of grass hay and corn nearly every day, 
with other options rotation on and off the menu depending on the 
time of year and what’s available (like bean hay). 
 
“We will have gone in two years from buying every single thing they 
eat to selling hay this winter if everything goes well,” Aaron says.  
“That’s a huge flip for us.” 
 
KATAHDINS, DORPERS DOMINATE FLOCK 
 
Changes in the operation aren’t limited to feeding, however.  Breed-
ing decisions have been a constant source of experimentation at the 
farm.  Katahdins and Dorpers (and their crossbreeds) make up the 
majority of the flock these days.  But there was a Polypay experi-
ment  and thoughts of Romanovs keep in Aaron’s head.  And his 
dad—there’s a  lot interaction between the two operations—
dappled in Finnsheep at one point.   

 
But breeding decisions in recent years have mostly revolved around 
the Katahdins and Dorpers. 
 
“The biggest reason we do lots of crosses is for raising our own 
ewe lambs,” Aaron says.  “It’s not about meat production.  We de-
cide what we want for ewe lambs around here and that's how we 
decide what to cross.” 
 
“Mostly what we’ve done is throw Dorper rams on Katahdin ewes 
and Katahdin rams on Dorper ewes, so it’s a 50-50 cross both 
ways.  We take all of those ewe lambs and then we can pick what 
we want to do that year.  We breed dorper if we’re going to sell 
everybody for meat.  We breed Katahdin if we want to keep back 
the ewe lambs.” 
 
In general, Aaron is a fan of the Dorpers.  But they come with some 
issues he could live without: they’re shaggy, have hoof issues and 
don’t birth multiples as often as the Katahdins. 
 
“We’ve been heavy Dorper and now we’re heavy Katahdin,” he add-
ed.  “The ewes require far less maintenance than the Dorper ewes 
and offer multiple births, Katahdins are the longhorns of sheep.  
They can live through anything and they can eat anything.  They 
would rather run over you than let you get by their lambs, but  the 
grow as slow as molasses.  They’re awful feeder sheep, so that’s 
where the Dorper influence is important to us.” 
 
As previously mentioned, time is in even shorter supply than feed at 
Open Skies Farms.  The adults have full-time jobs.  The kids have 
school and seemingly unlimited activities afterwards, so the sheep 
have to be somewhat self-sufficient. 
 
“Lambing is never going to be a baby-sitting project around here,” 
Aaron says.  “In a perfect world, everyone has twins, we wean twins 
and sell twins.  But that doesn’t always happen.  We aren’t setup for 
bottle lambs around here.  We might be the only dry-lot in America 
that doesn’t have bottle lambs.” 
 
Time was also a factor when Aaron decided to step down as presi-
dent of the NS&GPA earlier this year.  He began serving on the 
association’s board in 2017 
 
“I always wanted to be on the board because I’m so passionate 
about the sheep industry,”  Aaron says.  “But I recently stepped 
down as president due to time constraints. I know they’re in good 
hands.” 
 
Without that role with the state association on his plate, Aaron has 
a few more minutes each day to develop the next big idea of Open 
Skies Farms. 
Source: Sheep Industry News 
 

Nebraska Producer Aaron Fintel Uses Unique Management Style 
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SHEEP SHEARING. THE WORLD'S OLDEST AND MOST MISUN-
DERSTOOD DANCE 
 “A necessary evil. That’s how some people see us,” says 
Katie, one of the founding partners of Right Choice Shearing, a North 
Texas shearing company she and partner Darian founded and operate 
today. Both women hold animal science degrees from Texas A&M and 
are experienced in shearing, sheep breeds, and animal welfare. And 
while they focus on small farms, they have no shortage of experience. 
Katie, who started as a sheep shearer when she was just 14 years old, 
estimates she can shear 15 to 18 sheep in an hour. And can put in 12 
hours straight. 
 When asked about the most common misperceptions sur-
rounding sheep shearing, Katie and Darian are friendly and open, and 
it’s clear they’ve used their experience and education to replace myths 
and misunderstandings many times. 
#1 Why can’t we just let them be? 
 Turns out many people assume that because animals in the 
wild aren’t shorn, it would be more humane to leave domesticated 
sheep alone. The problem with that is they don’t understand that wild 
sheep can shed, just like most dogs. But thousands of years ago, when 
humans first found that a dense winter sheep wool was a perfect insu-
lator, they started breeding domesticated sheep that no longer shed. 
“And that’s what we have today,” says Katie.  
 “So, back to us as the necessary evil,” concludes Darian. 
“Like it or not, as humans we have to take care of the shedding pro-
cess for the sheep. If we don’t, they’d be OK for a summer, but after 
two summers they would start to have trouble regulating their tempera-
ture. Sheep like to graze, but if they can’t thermoregulate properly, they 
start confining themselves to the shade and quickly consume all the 
food in that space. When the food in the shade is gone, they travel out 
in the sun and burn more energy. Unfortunately, they can’t eat enough 
to meet this energy usage because they are using all that is gained 
from the food, just to keep cool. This brings their energy level to a neg-
ative.” What might start out as a first impression of “a necessary evil” is 
easily debunked — there’s nothing evil about it, in fact it’s quite the 
opposite.  
 What might start out as a first impression of “a necessary 
evil” is easily debunked — there’s nothing evil about it, in fact it’s quite 
the opposite. 
 Katie and Darian work hard to provide an essential service to 
the sheep: keeping them healthy and thriving. Katie backs Darian’s 
point of view with a real story of a sheep who had strayed from the 
pack and gotten lost and hadn’t been sheared for five years. “A normal 
shearing yields 8 to 12 pounds of sheep wool. In this case I took off 
more than 50 pounds of fleece and uncovered a malnourished animal 
that was little more than skin and bones.” She adds, “Animals like that 
have dirt and oils trapped next to the skin causing dermatitis. Urine and 
feces in the wool can also attract flies that lay eggs. Beyond physical 
ailments the sheep will certainly face, the fact is they become so large 
from not being sheared that they literally can’t move and become easy 
targets for prey. It’s impossible to make animal-friendly arguments to 
stop shearing. It would be like releasing small domesticated lap dogs 
who are used to kibble and air conditioning into the wild. They wouldn’t 
make it.” 
#2 You shear fast because you don’t care about anything but 
money. 
 “I understand the thought behind this one,” says Katie. “After 
all, when children get haircuts they cry, so we expect the stylist to be 
gentle, go slow, and be reassuring. But sheep don’t think like human 
children.” A small child can’t end the career of a 150-pound sheep 
shearer like Katie the way a panicked 250-pound adult Rambouillet 
sheep easily can. “Our goals are the same,” says Katie. “We want the 
animal to be calm, so that everyone is safe. But when it comes to 
sheep, the faster you can do the job safely, the better it is.” 
 Australian researchers measuring the stress hormones of a 
sheep on a shearing day discovered that their stress level did increase. 
But they found there was no difference in the level of stress at the vari-
ous moments in the process, like being herded to the shearing corral, 
singled out, or handled by professional shearers. Well-trained sheep 
shearers work quickly because the faster the sheep are sheared the 
less time they spend stressed. And at the end of the day the shearer 
and the sheep want the same thing: for healthy sheep to be returned 
back to their flocks, and the wide open grazing spaces they’re used to. 
#3 You people are nice but I’ve seen sheep shearing videos on 
YouTube…. 
 There are animal-activist groups that have posted footage of 

sheep being mistreated in sheep shearing operations. But both Katie 
and Darian are quick to point out that such treatment is in no way rep-
resentative of the American Wool Industry. “Our community is small, 
and if you’re not a good sheep shearer, you’re not going to get work. 
People who work around livestock won’t put up with people who abuse 
or carelessly injure animals. And ranchers, whether they own 5, 50, or 
5000 sheep, aren’t going to stand for it. They’re paying us for perfect 
wool fleeces and perfect animals. And that takes practice.” 
 A perfect shear is 48 “blows” or “strokes.” Each stroke is 
carefully mapped to start where the last one left off. Following that 48-
step pattern exactly is efficient and provides a perfectly uniform, single 
wool fleece. Getting those 48 strokes down perfectly and smoothly 
takes a lot of work. 
 “A lot of people think that we wrestle the sheep and throw 
them around, but that is not at all true. You can’t manhandle a sheep.” 
Katie, who is only 150 pounds, couldn’t outwrestle a sheep if she tried, 
but one look at any of her sheep shearing videos proves she knows 
exactly how to finesse one. 
 “Every movement we make is a rocking motion between our 
body and their body—it’s a kind of dance. This helps the sheep stay 
calm and still.” Katie has handled tens of thousands of sheep, and it 
shows. When it’s time to move the animal, she knows where the pres-
sure points are. The technique to get a sheep on its rump is to turn its 
head toward its rump. It’s clear she knows what she’s doing. All the 
weight of the animal works for her. 
 Admittedly, Katie didn’t have this wisdom when she first 
started sheep shearing. She learned quickly that you need a mentor. 
Or you go to school. And if you’re really lucky, you do both. “If you 
don’t do this job right, you won’t be doing it long. The methods that 
have been fine-tuned over the years are good for the animal and the 
shearer. This is hard work. But it’s also an art form.” There are 70–year 
old sheep shearers who have stayed healthy because they do things 
the right way. In the background, Darian sums it up nicely, “If you can’t 
dance with them, you’ll never make it through a full day.” 
#4 If a sheep does get a nick or cut, no one cares for it. 
 “We work on several small ranchettes. And trust me, when a 
pet sheep does suffer a cut during shearing, the families get very con-
cerned,” Katie points out. Even a small nick from a loud, buzzing 
shearing clippers can pull on an animal lover’s heartstrings. 
 As humans, if we see blood, we want it covered up. So when 
people don’t see a sheep being immediately treated, they might think 
the shearer doesn’t care. But unless a cut is severe, the best course of 
action is to let it be or maybe apply a small amount of antiseptic. Katie 
and Darian explain that the lanolin produced in a sheep’s skin is a 
natural anesthetic. Putting on a bandage might look kind and reassur-
ing, but it’s just trapping debris. It makes people feel better, but it does 
nothing good for the sheep. Plus, overly doctored wounds can take up 
to three times longer to heal or lead to greater health issues. 
 Caring for sheep isn’t anything new for American wool pro-
ducers, the American Sheep Industry Association (ASI), or its member 
farmers and ranchers. With a storied dedication to animal welfare, ASI 
promotes and encourages the training of proper sheep handling and 
shearing. ASI knows the value of animal welfare and as such, were the 
first to develop and distribute a Sheep Care Guide, an educational 
document for proper care, handling, and management of sheep as an 
industry standard for sheep care. And, they sponsor training for sheep 
shearers while providing educational material on proper shearing tech-
niques. All to keep nick’s and cuts to a minimum. 
#5 Loving animals is all it takes. 
 According to Katie, the last misperception shared by many 
people is that to work with animals, all you need is to love them. She’s 
quick to point out that she works professionally in agriculture. So, while 
love may have gotten her into this business at the age of 14, today it’s 
more about professionalism. “The reason we do this job is that we want 
to help animals and help the people who own them to care for them 
properly. We service smaller ranches and hobby farms that often can ’t 
get a shearer and can’t do this job themselves. It’s not just a love for 
animals, it’s respect for them.” 
 The American Wool Council supports a humane and proac-
tive approach to providing uncompromising welfare standards for 
sheep that produce American Wool, to learn more about our position 
on animal welfare click here. To dive deeper into the entire  
The American Wool Council is a division of the American Sheep Indus-
try Association. 
 
By American Wool 

The Dance 
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Sept. 14 - Wyoming State Ram Sale - Wyoming State Fairgrounds in Douglas, Wyo. - www.wyowool.com 
Sept. 15 - Montana Ewe Sale - Miles City, Mont. - www.mtsheep.org 
Sept. 16 - Montana Ram Sale - Miles City, Mont. - www.mtsheep.org 
Sept. 16-17—76th Newell Ram Sale—Newell, SD—www.newellramsale.com 
Sept. 18 - Hoosier Sheep Symposium - Hamilton County Fairgrounds in Noblesville, Ind. - bobenosu@icloud.com 
Sept. 18-19, 2021— NS&GP Goat AI Clinic - North Platte, NE— ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com for registration form.  
Sept  25-26, 2021—4S Goat Expo—North Platte, NE—s4goatexpo@yahoo.com or 4sgoatexpo.net 
Sept. 26-28 - NLFA Trailblazers Tour - Texas - www.lambfeedersusa.org 
Oct. 6-10 - Trailing of the Sheep Festival - Wood River Valley, Idaho - www.trailingofthesheep.org 
Oct. 8-9 - National Ram Sale - Heber City, Utah - www.nationalramsale.com 
Oct. 14 - 75th Annual Utah Ram Sale - Spanish Fork, Utah - www.utahramsale.com 
October 22 - 23,2021—NS&GP Annual Conference and Meeting - Norfolk, NE—see form attached or go the website nebraskasheepandgoat.org  
Nov. 5-6 - Ozark Fiber Fling - Steelville, Mo. - www.ozarkfiberfling.com 
Nov.  20—Nebraska Make It With Wool contest—Adams Couty Extension Office—Public Style show at 1:00 pm CT 
 

 
Renew your memberships to the  

 NEBRASKA SHEEP AND GOAT PRODUCERS!!   
You can go to the website   

https://nebraskasheepandgoat.org/ Or email us at ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com  

The Nebraska Sheep & Goat Producers Association newsletter is the only statewide publication serving exclusively sheep and goat producers. If you 
have livestock, products, or a service to sell, this is how you get it to the audience you ’re trying to reach. 

   Interested in learning more? Contact Melissa Nicholson at ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com or 308-386-8378. 

New Extension Website for all things sheep and goat! 
Nebraska Extension Sheep and Goat | Nebraska Extension (unl.edu) 

mailto:ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com
https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/lincolnmcpherson/nebraska-extension-sheep-and-goat/
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The United States Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS), National Scrapie Eradication 
Program, is providing up to 100 plastic flock ID tags free-of-
charge, to first time participants in the sheep and goat identifi-
cation program through fiscal year (FY) 2021 or until the availa-
ble funds are expended. Producers will need to purchase the 
compatible applicator from the tag manufacturer. APHIS is 
working with sheep and goat organizations to develop a plan for 
transitioning toward electronic identification to improve our 
nation’s ability to quickly trace exposed and diseased animals in 
the event of an outbreak. 

APHIS discontinued the availability of no-cost metal tags for 
producers on 8/31/19. Dealers and markets may continue to 
receive metal serial tags at no cost through FY 2021 or until the 
available funds are expended. Flock ID tag numbers are the pro-
ducer’s flock ID assigned by APHIS or the State followed by an 
individual animal number. Metal serial tag numbers have the 
state postal abbreviation, 2 letters followed by 4 num-
bers. Plastic serial tags have the state postal abbreviation, a 
letter and a number in either order, followed by 4 numbers. 

To request these official sheep and goat tags, a flock or premis-
es ID or both, call 1-866-USDA-Tag (866-873-2824). 

Producers and others who handle sheep or goats in commerce 
who need additional tags or want a different type or color of tag 
may purchase official plastic, metal or radio-frequency identifi-
cation (RFID) tags directly from approved tag manufactures. A 
flock or Premises ID is required to order tags from these 
sources. A National Premises ID is also required to purchase 
official 840 RFID tags or implantable devices. 

For those who use the APHIS-provided tags, please note that 
you will need to purchase a compatible applicator. 

Plastic Shearwell tags require the V6 Sheep SET Tag Applicator. 
Order the applicator by calling 1-800-778-6014 or by completing 
this order form: Shearwell Data Ltd Sheep Tag Applicator Order 
Form  

Metal National Band and Tag official identification devices re-
quire the 505S applicator. This applicator is available for pur-
chase from the National Band and Tag Company at (859) 261-
2035. 

The companies listed below are approved. These ear tags and 
devices are approved for the official identification of sheep and 
goats in interstate commerce. There are restrictions on the use 
of implantable devices, refer to page 55 of the National Scrapie 
Eradication Program Standards 

Note: SFCP tags may only be purchased by owners of flocks par-
ticipating in the Scrapie Free Flock Certification Pro-
gram. Regular program tags may be purchased by any produc-
er who has a flock/premises ID. 

Allflex USA, Inc. 
PO Box 612266 
2805 East 14th Street 
Dallas Ft. Worth Airport, TX 75261-2266 
Ph: (833) SCRAPIE  [833-727-2743] 
Fax: (972) 338-3445 
Website:  www.scrapietags.com    
E-mail:    scrapiefulfillment@allflexusa.com   

(Plastic eartags in several colors - regular and SFCP) 

Alliance ID, USA 
2199 Manton Drive 
Covington, Louisiana 70433 
985-898-0811 
800-434-2843 
https://www.microchipidsystems.com 
Email: answers@microchipidsystems.com 
Contact: John Wade, DVM 
 
(RFID 840 microchip transponders in syringes. Universal scan-
ners)   

EZid, LLC 
4412 W 4th Street Road 
Greeley, CO 80634 
970-351-7701 
877-330-3943 
http://www.EZidAvid.com 
Sales@EZidAvid.com 
Contact: Elsie McCoy 
 
(RFID - Avid Microchip transponder implants and scanners) 

National Band & Tag Company 
721 York St., P.O. Box 72430 
Newport, KY 41072-0430, USA 
Phone: (859) 261-2035 
Fax:  (859) 261-8247 
E-mail: tags@nationalband.com 
http://www.nationalband.com/ 
Contacts:  Kevin Haas, Sarah Fields 
(Metal tags in white, green, orange, mauve and bright metal)  
 
Premier 1 Supplies LLC 
2031 300th St  
Washington, IA 52353  
Phone: (800) 282-6631  
Fax: (800) 346-7992  
E-mail:  info@premier1supplies.com  
Web page: https://www.premier1supplies.com/c/ear-tags-and-
tattoo-supplies/ear-tags-for-usda-scrapie-eradication-program 
Contact: Customer Service 

(Plastic eartags in several colors- regular and SFCP) 

Shearwell Data USA 
Phone: 1(800) 778-6014 
E-mail: salesusa@shearwell.com 
Web page: www.shearwell.com 
Contact: Customer service 

(RFID and Plastic eartags in several colors - regular and SFCP) 

Scrapies News  
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 According to AGS, Nubian goats does must weigh no less 
than 130 lbs. and stand 30” at the withers (the base of the shoulders). 
Registered bucks need to be at least 160 lbs. and 32” at the withers. 
Nubians are one of the largest dairy goats and at one point were used 
as a dual-purpose goat providing meat as well. Today their milk lines 
have been emphasized to where they are no longer considered meat 
goats, but their more fleshy body condition is a throw-back to their 
dual-purpose days. 
 
Both ADGA and AGS accept all Nubian goat colors and patterns. 
According to ADGA, the “Nubian should be a relatively large, proud, 
and graceful dairy goat of mixed Asian, African, and European origin, 
known for high-quality, high butterfat, milk production.” 
 
“The head is the distinctive breed characteristic, with the facial profile 
between the eyes and the muzzle being strongly convex (Roman nose). 
The ears are long (extending at least one inch [2.54 cm] beyond the 
muzzle when held flat along the face), wide and pendulous. They lie 
close to the head at the temple and flare slightly out and well forward 
at the rounded tip, forming a “bell” shape. The ears are not thick, with 
the cartilage well defined. The hair is short, fine and glossy.” 
 
Goats are appreciated for their milk with a high butterfat content, 
sweet milk flavor, and the fact that their milking season is reported to 
last longer than most dairy breeds. 
 
Nubians give between 4%-5% butterfat content. To put this in perspec-
tive, this is twice the amount of fat in a gallon of 2% milk from the 
grocery store. 
 
This signature feature makes Nubians the first choice for homestead-
ers making their own cheese, ice cream, cottage cheese, and oth-
er homemade goodness. Remember all goat milk is naturally homoge-
nized so make sure you invest in a cream separator if you’re wanting 
to make dairy products. 
 

It is true that on average 
Nubians don’t give as much 
milk as their Swiss cous-
ins, averaging about 3/4 to 
1 gallon a day. However, a 
dairy goat of any breed will 
give as much milk as the 
parental and maternal 
lines behind her. 
 
Diet also plays a huge role 
in milk production. Re-
search a doe’s lines and know what she consistently produces or at 
least what her mother and both grandmothers produced if she is a kid. 
 
Nubians are known for their sweet milk. To be safe, always ask to 
taste a potential doe’s milk, as off-tasting milk can be a symptom of 
mastitis or other health issues. 
 
Due to their tropical origins, Nubians are well-adapted to all climates 
and tend to be on the hardier side of dairy breeds. 
 
Of all dairy breeds, Nubians are by far the most vocal. We once had 
neighbors whose Nubian goats would cry at their backdoor watching 
them go about their home life. It drove our neighbors batty, but some 
Nubian owners love the more dependent tendencies saying it makes 
the goats more affectionate and easier to handle. 
 
Nubians are a most popular dairy breed and often times their affec-
tionate nature is listed as one of their merits. 
 
 

Nubian Goat 
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Persian Goat Meat Kebabs with Yogurt Dressing 
 
Ingredients: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Directions: 

 

 Mix the cubed goat meat with the grated onion garlic, spices, yogurt, 1/2 teaspoon salt and a generous grind of black pep-

per and leave in the fridge to marinate until ready to cook (possibly overnight). 

 Push the cubed goat meat pieces onton skewers (pre-soaked if using bamboo).  Take meat out of the fridge at least 1/2 

hour before cooking. 

 Add bell pepper, onion, tomatoes and/or mushrooms between each cube of meat if desired. 

 Grill skewers over a medium hot flame or charcoal for 3 to 5 minutes on each side or until beginning to char around the 

edges and cooked through or to your liking.  

 Serve hot with flatbread, chopped salad and yogurt seasoned with garlic and a touch of lemon or cous-cous. 

1 1/2 pound diced young goat meat 1 small onion, coarsely grated or blended 

2 cloves garlic, finely chopped or crushed 1 cup yogurt 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper 1/2 teaspoon ground coriander 

1/4 teaspoon ground cumin 1/4 teaspoon ground cardamon 

1/2 tsp Aleppo chili flakes (or use your pre-

ferred chili flakes) 

1/2 teaspoon ground ginger 

1/4 teaspoon ground turmeric 1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

Metal or bamboo skewers (if using bamboo 
soak in water for 30 mins first) 

Bell pepper, Onion, tomatoes or mushrooms 

Make It With Wool (MIWW) is an annual youth-

centered sewing competition to promote the beauty 

and versatility of wool fabrics, yarns and fibers.  This 

year, the State contest will be held November 20, 

2021 , at the Adams County Extension Office, 2975 

South Baltimore Ave., Hastings, NE.  A public style 

show will be at 1 p.m. CT.   

Last year at our state contest we had 46 entries which 

topped the most entries among the 30 participating 

states.  The NS&GPA supports this wonderful contest 

that showcase the diversity of wool.   

If you would like to personally support this program 

they are looking for monetary donations.  Your dona-

tions will be used for 2 1/2 yard lengths of wool (that 

each contestant receives for entering, contestant priz-

es and travel expenses for the state junior and senior 

winners.  It would be helpful to have your donations 

no later than October 10, 2021.  Please make your 

checks payable to NEBRASKA MAKE IT WITH WOOL. 

Send to:  Andrea Nisley  

 State Director MIWW 

 P.O. Box 757 

 Lexington, NE 68850  
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By Mikelle Roeder, PhD, Purina Animal Health  
 

 What causes CAE in Goats? 

     Caprine arthritis encephalitis (CAE) is now considered one of 
the most significant diseases affecting the goat industry in the 
United States.  It caused by a lentivirus, a type of retrovirus, 
which is a family of pathogen responsible for many immunode-
ficiency diseases in many species, and most breeds of goats are 
susceptible. CAE causes multiple diseases in goats: arthritis, 
pneumonia, mastitis and weight loss in adults, and encephalitis 
(inflammation of the brain and brain stem) in kids. 
 

 How is CAE transmitted in goats? 
     The CAE virus is transmitted naturally in the neonatal period 
from an infected adult doe to the kid through consumption of 
colostrum and milk.  Transmission from the pregnant doe to 
fetus is a possibility, and there is evidence to suggest that CAE 
can also be transmitted directly from goat to goat, possibly 
through saliva and nasal secretions.  Other suspected routes 
include urine and feces, semen, milking machines and failure to 
use clean instruments on each animal for tattooing, vaccination, 
drenching, etc. 
 

 What are the symptoms of CAE in goats? 
     The encephalitis form of CAE virus is most common in kids 2 
to 4 months of age and is characterized by paralysis that may or 
may not progress to seizures or death.  A common symptom of 
the disease is “head-pressing” when the animal stands with its 
head pressed against a wall or other object.  The arthritic form 
is most common and 
is seen in adult goats 1 
to 2 years of age.  
Affected goats gradu-
ally lose weight and 
develop a poor hair 
coat and enlarged 
joints.  Early in the 
course of the disease, 
affected animals may 
show progressive and 
sometimes shifting leg 
lameness.  However, as the disease advances, affected goats 
may walk on their knees and refuse to rise.  A presumptive diag-
nosis can be made based on the history and clinical findings, 
taking into consideration the age of the animal and disease 
pattern.  Serological tests are available for diagnosis and screen-
ing of herds. 
 

 How to 
manage CAE 

     There are no known 
treatments for any of 
the clinical forms of 
CAE, and animals will 
not recover.  Animals 
with mild cases of the 
arthritic form can be 
made more comforta-
ble by providing regu-
lar, correct hoof trimming, providing easily accessible feed and 
water, and by long-term veterinary care.  Animals with more 
severe cases should be considered for euthaniztion.  All affected 
goats may be shedding the virus, and females will undoubtedly 
pass the disease to their offspring if bred, so serous considera-
tion should be given to any decision to keep infected animals.  
Before a control pro-
gram can be institut-
ed, the incidence of 
infection in the herd 
should be established 
using the serological 
test.  If a herd is nega-
tive for CAE, it can be 
kept free of CAE by 
managing it as a 
closed herd and only 
introducing new genetics stock that have been tested free of 
CAE.  Periodic herd testing for CAE should be preformed to 
monitor the herd’s status.  In an infected herd, culling should be 
considered, as it is the only truly effective method of control.  
Kids should be removed from their dams before they are able to 
stand and suckle, and should be fed pasteurized goat colostrum 
and raised on pasteurized milk or milk replacer.  Kids should 
also be kept separate to avoid contact wit adults.  Avoid densely 
stocking animal, keep all feed and water sources clean and un-
contaminated, and keep premises as dry as possible.   
 
    Attention to the details of excellent management will help 
your herd avoid becoming a victim of CAE 

Caprine Arthritis Encephalitis in Goats: A Devasting Disease 
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Nebraska’s Brian Arisman Receives SHF Scholarship 

 
 The Sheep Heritage Foundation – a division of ASI – has awarded its 2021 scholarship to Bri-

an Arisman of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  The $3,000 award will be used to support his 

master’s degree work in animal breeding and genetics. 

 Originally from Delaware, Arisman earned a bachelor’s degree in agricultural and medical bio-

technology from the University of Kentucky in May of 2020.  He was accepted into the graduate pro-

gram at UNL’s Department of Animal Sciences in January 2020.  Arisman previously served as the 

Miller Animal Science Intern at the University of Missouri, as a student researcher at Kentucky and 

as an undergraduate research scholar at the University of Delaware before taking on a research as-

sistantship position at UNL. 

 As a student still working on his master’s degree, Arisman said he was surprised to win a 

scholarship that has often gone to Ph.D candidates. 

 “I’ve still got at least a year on my masters, but I plan to pursue my Ph.D., as well,” he said.  

“I’m thankful for the opportunity to receive this scholarship at this point in my career.  I want to con-

tinue to work with sheep and small ruminants.” 

 While much of his early sheep experience came from showing lambs in 4-H, Arisman said his 

favorite part was always selecting the lambs that he wanted to use.  The led to a desire to study ge-

netics in college. 

 He’s worked on research projects involving a variety of species, but Arisman’s current research 

looks at gastrointestinal nematode parasites in sheep.  Infection with GIN parasites can result in 

weight loss, decreased appetite and even death. 

 “In my current study, genetic resistance and resilience to GIN infection will be delineated us-

ing fecal egg counts and FAMACHA scores,” he wrote in his scholarship application.  “Resistance is 

the ability of the host animal to exert control over the parasite, while resilience is the productivity of 

an animal in the face of infection, Phenotypic and genetic (genomic) relationships is the productivity 

of an animal in the face of infection.  Phenotypic and genetic (genomic) relationships among FEC, FE-

MACHA scores and body weights will be estimated, and used to identify resilient and resistant indi-

viduals. 

 “Additionally, tolerance to GIN infection – which if the change in performance with respect to 

changes in pathogen load – will be considered.  At least initially, tolerance will be evaluated at a sire 

level by regressing mean body weights on mean FEC or FAMACHA scores of offspring with different 

pathogen burdens; the slope will define genetic sensitivities to pathogenesis.  Beyond pathogen load 

alone, sensitivities to a broader set of environmental challenges also will be explored.  Flocks will be 

clustered into ecoregions defined by climatic variables.  That clustering will be complemented by a 

producer survey to identify differences in management practices across flocks related to parasite ex-

posure-levels. 

 “The outcome of this research will be genetic and genomic tools to more reliably select sheep to 

cope with GIN infection across varying environmental and management conditions.” 

 At Nebraska-Lincoln, Arisman is working with sheep industry veteran Dr. Ron Lewis, who 

recommended his student for the scholarship. 

 “Since arriving in Nebraska, Brian already has helped a local 4-H club provide training in 

handling and managing small ruminants,” Lewis write in his recommendation letter.  “His long-term 

ambition is as an extension specialist in small ruminant and fiber bearing species aiding new or cur-

rent producers to establish a breeding plan for their operation.” 

 “Beyond his sheep industry experience and academic achievements, I also was keen to recruit 

Brian because of his past research accomplishments.  His internship at the University of Missouri 

introduced him to genomic analyses.  He also studied approaches for defining distinct climatic ecore-

gions across the U.S.  Brian’s work at the University of Delaware familiarized him with the measure 

and use of fecal egg counts to monitor internal parasitism.  Those experiences neatly mesh with his 

current research at UNL” 
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