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The Nebraska Sheep and Goat Producers along with the Nebraska Extension are holding their 4th 

annual Lambing and Kidding School in North Platte, NE on January 22, 2022.  We have a great pro-

gram planned for sheep and goat producers.  Featured speakers will be Mark Hoogendoorn, Sheep 

Operations Manager at MARC, Rachel Gibbs, UNL Graduate Assistant and goat and sheep produc-

er, Randy Saner, Nebraska Extension Educator and Ivan Rush, Sheep producer and retired Nebraska 

Extension Educator. The day will include a farm tour at Bruns Brothers just northwest of North 

Platte.  Bruns Brothers raise Southdown sheep and Boer goats for show.  

Mark Hoogendoorn grew up in western Iowa on a small farm raising cattle, sheep and pigs. After 

high school graduation in 2005, Mark attended Iowa State University to pursue a Bachelor of Sci-

ence Degree in Dairy Science. In 2006, he started to compete in sheep shearing competitions 

across the United States. Mark traveled from California to Michigan and everywhere in between 

competing for the next 10 years. After college graduation in 2009, he began working for the indus-

try shearing sheep and started a flock of his own. He raised 200 ewes and traveled across the Mid-

west while he continued to compete in shearing competitions.  

As Mark sheared, he had the opportunity to see all aspects of sheep management. He was on near-

ly 100 different operations per year. The operations varied from range production systems in Mon-

tana, to an intensively managed flock with an accelerated lambing program in Northwest Iowa. 

One of his most exciting opportunities landed in Tintinara, Australia to shear for a contractor. One 

of his most exciting competitions included National Sheep Shearing Champion in 2012 at the Rapid 

City Stock Show in Rapid City, South Dakota. In 2015, he was given the opportunity to travel to Ire-

land to represent the USA in the world contest. Mark has been a member of the Pipestone Lamb 

and Wool program for 10 years.  

As his passion for the industry continued to grow, he came across the sheep operations manager 

opening here at the Meat Animal Research Center. Mark understood and realized the impact 

MARC has on the industry and wanted to apply to be a part of it. Mark started in August of 2019, 

and has since increased sheep identification using an electronic identification system. He has creat-

ed a plan for a fall lambing flock of Polypay and Romanov breeds and has built a healthy culture 

and sense of ownership with the sheep care team. 

The cost for the day will be $30 for non-member, $25 for NSGP members and $10 for students.  
This fee includes handouts and a lunch.  To register email ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com or call Melissa 
Nicholson at 308-386-8378.  See agenda on page 10. 
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Thoughts from your President 

S E P T / O C T  2 0 2 1  V O L U M E  8 ,  I S S U E  6  

Season Greetings to our mem-
bers! 
 
Once again the holidays are upon 
us and being with family to cele-
brate is one of the many joys this 
time of year. Everyone will gather 
to eat and enjoy each others com-
pany.  I would like to encourage 
our members to bring/make lamb 
or goat for their celebrations this 
year. We're all sick of turkey why 
not make it a meal to remember. 
 
If you are stuck for recipes the 
American Lamb Board has quite a 
few and we also have a number of 
recipes for both lamb and goat as 
well. While the entree may be the 
star of the show, you can serve 
appetizers featuring lamb and 
goat meat and cheeses on charcu-
terie board. 
 
While on the note of serving these 
to your family, why not fill their 
stocking with products made from 

both of them. Who wouldn't love 
a pair of merino socks or a lovely 
cashmere sweater? Even a bar of 
goats milk soap makes a wonder-
ful addition to anyone's gift! 
 
We have so many wonderful pro-
ducers in our sector that we really 
should show off our goods. As you 
may have heard there is some talk 
of allowing lamb from the UK to 
come here. And while it hasn't 
gone through, yet, I would highly 
suggest all of us step up our game 
in the marketing of our products. 
We make some of the world's best 
lamb and mutton and the more 
people see and hear from us the 
less likely they are to buy from 
somewhere else. We and ASI are 
closely following this bill to see 
what comes of it. 
On that note, I would like to wish 
all of you a very Happy Holidays! 
Stay safe and warm in the coming 
New Year. 
 

Warmest Wishes, 
 
Rebecca 
 

 
 

PS. MARK YOUR CALENDERS. 
..Lambing and Kidding School is 

coming up! 
 

This is one of the many times 
where our industry  

can really shine.  
 

We have high quality items,  
that are made and grown right 

here in the United States! 

Mature Body Weight:  Ram 175-225 lb. 

    Ewe  100-150 lb. 

Average Fiber Diameter  Micron   36-25 

    Spinning Count    58-4 

Grease Fleece Weight  Ewe   5-10 lb. 

Yield    80-85% 

Staple Length   6-12” 

The Karakul may be the oldest breed of domesticated sheep. Archeologi-
cal evidence indicates the existence of the Persian lambskin as early as 
1400 B.C. and carvings of a distinct Karakul type have been found on 
ancient Babylonian temples. Although known as the "fur" sheep, the Kara-
kul provided more than the beautifully patterned silky pelts of the young 
lambs. They were also a source of milk, meat, tallow, and wool, a strong 
fiber that was felted into fabric or woven into carpeting. 

The Karakul is native to Central Asia and is named after a village called 
Karakul which lies in the valley of the Amu Darja River in the former emir-
ate of Bokhara, West Turkestan. This region is one of high altitude with 
scant desert vegetation and a limited water supply. A hard life imparted to 
the breed a hardiness and ability to thrive under adverse conditions, which 
is distinctive of the Karakul sheep to this day. 

Karakuls were introduced.to the U.S. between 1908 and 1929 for pelt 
production. Very few animals were obtained. U.S. breeders, in their eager-
ness to produce a large quantity of pelts, introduced other breeds into the 
bloodlines. This produced pelts of inferior quality and eventually the indus-

try and the flocks were dispersed. Even in their native regions, the demand 
for furs resulted in a crossing and intermingling of native fat-tailed sheep 
so that the native flocks exhibit wide variations in type and color. This lack 
of uniformity is apparent. Body and fleece types vary even in those Kara-
kuls capable of producing lambs of high quality fur. 

The harsh conditions under which they evolved has given them strong and 
lasting teeth, a key to their longevity. They are resistant to internal para-
sites and foot rot. While they respond to good feed and care, they are 
excellent foragers and will go through a season of scant food or graze 
marginal land in which ordinary sheep would not survive. Karakuls with-
stand extremes of either hot or cold but they should have access to dry 
cover and be kept out of marshy pastures. 

Karakuls breed out of season, making it possible for three lamb crops in 
two years. Single lambs are the rule, although twins are born occasionally.  

The ewes are very protective and attentive mothers, resulting in a high 
lamb survival rate. The Karakuls posses a strong flocking instinct and can 
be run either on open range or in fenced pastures. They do not herd well; 
they are likely to scatter or fight a dog trying to herd them. 

The Karakuls differ radically in conformation from many other breeds. 

They are of the fat broad tailed type of sheep. In their large tail is stored 

fat, a source of nourishment, similar in function to the camel's hump.  

 

 

Continued on the bottom of page 3 

 KARAKUL 
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2022 Annual Conference 

 

The narrow appendage below this fat sack is often recurved, giving an S 

shape. The head is long and narrow, slightly indented between the eyes 

and often exhibiting a Roman type nose. The long ears are always point-

ing downward and slightly forward and vary from a long U shape to small 

V shape, or may be entirely absent. The long neck is carried semi-erect. 

The legs are medium to long, and light in bone. Rams can be polled or 

horned; horns vary from short to large outwardly curved spirals. Ewes are 

generally hornless. Wattles are not unusual. 

 

The Karakul is distinguished by its colored fleece, which is due to a domi-

nate black gene. Most lambs are born coal black with lustrous wavy curls, 

with the face, ears, and legs usually showing smooth, sleek hair. As the 

lamb grows, the curls opens and loses its pattern and the color generally 

begins to turn brownish or bluish gray, getting grayer with age. Other 

colors include a wide range of shades; silver blues grays, golden tans, 

reddish browns, white with flecks of other colors include a wide range of 

shades; silver blues, grays, golden tans, reddish browns, white with 

flecks of other colors and occasionally pure white. Many adults have a 

double coat, a fine down undercoat, covered by a coat of guard hair. The 

best have a fleece as glossy as their lamb coat. But there is a great varia-

bility in the fleece type of both coats, from "horse tail" coarse to silky soft. 

The Karakul produces a lightweight, high-volume, strong fiber fleece that, 

at its best is long and lustrous, usually with no crimp. Considered long-

stapled (average 6" to 12" per year), the fleece lacks a high grease con-

tent. It is easily spun, with little preparation. It produces a superior carpet 

yam, is often used for rugs and saddle blankets, outer garments and wall-

hangings, and has an excellent felting ability. It is the wool from which the 

art of felting evolved. 
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 This year the NS&GPA was proud to be a spon-
sor of the 2021 Aksarben Lamb Challenge.  
Youth, ages 9-19 years old have the opportunity 
to get a more in-depth experience to learn about 
nutrition, health care, management, and show-
casing their knowledge of sheep production. The 
purpose of the Program is to provide an educa-
tional, interesting, and competitive event for 
youth at the Askarben Stock Show.  
 
Interested youth fill out an application to be eligi-
ble for the contest.  A committee reviews all ap-
plications, with a maximum of 15 being selected 
to participate in the program. Once selected the 
individuals need to attend the “draw” for the lamb 
that will be their responsibility until it is exhibited 
at the Aksarben Stock Show. To successfully 
complete the project, participants have several 
requirements including record keeping, interview, 
showmanship, correspondence with an assigned 
sponsor/partner, average daily gain, and live 
placing.  Rasine Bolek from Alliance was the 
recieptant of the Association’s sponsorship. I 
asked Rasine to tell us about her Aksarben expe-
rience. 
 
Hello, my name is Rasine Bolek I am 17 years 
old and I live just south of Alliance. I just complet-

ed my 11th year in 4-H 
showing cattle, sheep, 
and goats, with that, I 
just completed my sec-
ond year in the Lamb 
Challenge Program.  
 
Within this program, we 
complete an application 
along with an essay 
and from there 19 youth 
were chosen, we then 
are assigned each a 
sponsor who paid for 
the lamb that we were 
awarded and write let-
ters every month from 

May to September updating our sponsors on our 
lambs progress throughout the months. It also 
includes a record book, average daily gain, 
showmanship, and an in-person interview.     

This being the 2nd year in the program I learned 
more about the record book process and was 
able to polish up on areas of the program that I 
learned the first year.  
 
If I was to tell any young youth about this pro-
gram I would tell them it is an amazing experi-
ence especially if you have never shown lambs 
before it is a great experience to learn different 
leadership skills. I was able to win the showman-
ship competition within the program this year. I 
have applied again for my 3rd year, this upcom-
ing year will be my 12th year and my last. I will 
be attending the University of Nebraska Lincoln 

and majoring in 
Agricultural Edu-
cation with a mi-
nor in Animal 
Science.   
 
I want to thank 
Nebraska Sheep 
& Goat Produc-
ers for their 
sponsorship.   
 

Aksarben Lamb Challenges Youth 
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Each year the Nebraska Sheep & Goat 
Producers selects a producer or person 
that is instrumental in promoting and sup-
porting the sheep industry in Nebraska to 
receive the Ted and Alice Doane Out-
standing Service Award.  Ted Doane was a 
former sheep specialist with the Universi-
ty of Nebraska Animal Science Depart-
ment and was also very instrumental in 
promoting the sheep industry Nationally 

and in Nebraska. He was one of the founding members of the 
Nebraska Sheep Council in 1979 which now is the Nebraska 
Sheep & Goat Producers Association.  Ted was not the only 
member of the Doane family that was a critical part in pro-
moting the sheep industry in Nebraska, his wife Alice spent 
many years as the State Director of Make It With Wool for 
Nebraska.  She was always ready to give an update and pro-
mote the contest.  She worked diligently to help grow the 
Nebraska Make It With Wool contest to what it is today. The 
plaque that is presented has the following statement “A per-
son has not lived until he has done something which does not 
benefit himself, but rather benefits another.  This is not only 
Christianity in practice, it is the finest principle upon which a 
person can base his life”.  

 

 The Nebraska 
Sheep and Goat Producers 
Association honored to 
present this years Ted and 
Alice Doane Outstanding 
Service Award to Jim 
Mueller for his many con-
tributions to the sheep and 
wool industry at the annual 
meeting held in Madison, NE.  Jim Mueller has spent is life 
dedicated to youth and the Nebraska sheep industry.  Jim 
spent 40 years as a 4-H assistant educator in Platte County 
Nebraska where he inspired youth to be more than they 
thought they could be.  His fun and witty manner captured 
youth of all ages.  His unique ability to ask questions and get 
them to think about agriculture set him apart from so many 

of his colleagues.  Jim started Life 
on the Farm which engaged ele-
mentary youth in the aspects of 
agriculture.  He played an integral 
role in the Nebraska State Fairs 
Largest Classroom where he 
sheared sheep and taught about 
the sheep industry to hundreds of 
youths annually.  

 

Jim a volunteered his time for 

years at the 
AKSARBEN Youth 
Livestock exposi-
tion where he 
served in a variety 
of roles where 
those in need 
asked for his help 
as he had the abil-
ity to solve prob-
lems and bring 
people together. 
He served on the 
equine, beef, 
sheep, and poultry committees. Jim volunteered his time as 
the Sheep Superintendent at the Nebraska State Fair for sev-
eral years.  His ability to encourage and help exhibitors led to 
the show growing and being very respectable. Jim’s ability to 
work with exhibitors and keep shows running smoothly kept 
show managers asking him to help year after year. For many 
years he took on the responsibility to organize the aisle of 
breeds which showcased the many different sheep breeds.  
He was often found purchasing these to fill out the display. 

 

Jim has been a long time Dorset sheep breeder.  His 
sheep are sought after by commercial and purebred breeders.  
He has exhibited champions at the Nebraska State Fair but 
more importantly has sold countless rams to satisfied custom-
ers. Jim is always willing to help and provide advice and guid-
ance when needed. 

 

 

Jim’s dedication to the sheep industry and youth makes him a 
deserving recipient for the Ted and Alice Doane Outstanding 
Service Award.  

2021 Ted and Alice Doane Outstanding Service Award 
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January 22, 2022 — NS&GP and Nebraska Extension Lambing and Kidding School—North Platte, NE—  
  ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com or call Melissa 308-386-8378 to register 
January 19-22, 2022—ASI Annual Convention—San Diego, CA  - Sheepusa.org 
January 20-22, 2022—Utah State Shearing School—USU animal Science Farm in Wellsville UT— 
  Eventbright.com/e/usu-sheep-shearin-school-2022-registration– 168355254097 
January 27, 2022—Colorado Farm Show Sheep Days—Island Grove Park in Greeley, CO—ColoradoFarmShow.com 
March 2-3 2022—Missouri Sheep Shearing School—Lincoln University in Jefferson City< MO—Amy Bax at 573-681-6190 or Bax2@LincolnU.edu 
April 21-23, 2022—Shepherd’s Cross Shearing School—Claremore, OK—ShepherdsCross.com 
April  23-24, 2022 -Mid-Plains Fiber Fair—York, NE—(midplainsfiberfair.com)  
Sept  24-25, 2022—4S Goat Expo—North Platte, NE—s4goatexpo@yahoo.com or 4sgoatexpo.net 
November 19, 2022—Nebraska Make It With Wool contest—Lexington High School—Lexington, NE—Public Style show at 1:00 pm CT 
 

Time to RENEW for 2022 
Renew your memberships to the  

 NEBRASKA SHEEP AND GOAT PRODUCERS!!   
You can go to the website   

https://nebraskasheepandgoat.org/ Or email us at ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com  

The Nebraska Sheep & Goat Producers Association newsletter is the only statewide publication serving exclusively sheep and goat producers. If you 
have livestock, products, or a service to sell, this is how you get it to the audience you ’re trying to reach. 

   Interested in learning more? Contact Melissa Nicholson at ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com or 308-386-8378. 

The Association would like to Thank Al Weeder for his donation of a sorting gate that was offered 
on silent auction at the Annual Conference. 

New Extension Website for all things sheep and goat! 
Nebraska Extension Sheep and Goat | Nebraska Extension (unl.edu) 

mailto:ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com
https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/lincolnmcpherson/nebraska-extension-sheep-and-goat/
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With apologies to Clem-
ent Clarke Moore 

 
Twas the night before  

Christmas  

and all through the 

barn  

All the creatures  

were restless  

but not too alarmed. 

 

The carriers were hung  

by the barn door with care 

In hopes that the ewes  

would shell out in pairs. 

 

The children were  

nestled all snug  

in their beds  

While visions of  

“Lamby” and “Muffin”  

danced thru their heads. 

 

As Ma tossed her kerchief  

and I pitched my hat, 

We both settled down for 

just a short nap. 

 

When then on the intercom  

there arose such a chatter…. 

No rest for the shepherd, 

But that didn’t matter. 

 

Away to the  

basement  

I flew like a flash, 

Pulled on  

my Carhartt's 

And picked up my 

stash. 

 

 

 

 

The moon on the breast  

Of a new fallen snow 

Gave a whole  

new perspective  

to 20 below. 

 

When what to my  

wondering eyes  

Should appear…. 

But a vision of something 

Quite puzzling and queer. 

 

Those Finn ewes I’d left  

Chewing cud hours before, 

Were lambing unison 

And running up the score! 

 

Now Buttercup,  

now Wheezy 

Now Daisy and 

Blue 

Is that you  

Brittany… 

Oh gosh, aren’t 

you through? 

 

Don’t all talk  

at once,  

We’ll get to  

you soon, 

Now don’t start to wander  

All over the room! 

 

As dry leaves that swirl 

In the hurricane’s eye, 

Lambs scurry and bleat 

As momma’s fly by. 

 

 

 

 

It’s off to the lamb jugs  

By two and by four; 

Good grief, this is chaos, 

There’s room for no more. 

 

And then in the dawn  

As I trudge to the house 

There’s no time to panic, 

No time to grouse. 

 

 

No cookies for Santa, 

No milk glass half full, 

Just soiled, dirty  

coveralls 

That smell like wet 

wool. 

 

As I come up the steps 

To the front door a slam’in 

The kids all rush out, 

“Hey Dad...are we lamb’in? 

 

It’s then that I know 

Everything is alright. 

Santa’s been here and gone 

And it’s been a good night. 

 

But I heard him exclaim 

Er he drove out of sight; 

“You best get some sleep - 

‘cause the rest come tonight!” 

 

 

Merry Christmas to all 

and Happy Lambing  

and Kidding!!! 

A Shepard’s Night Before Christmas 
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The Angora goat originated in the district of Angora in Asia Minor. The 
Angora dates back prior to early biblical history. Mention is made of the 
use of mohair at the time of Moses, which would fix the record of the An-
gora some time between 1571 and 1451 B.C., according to the Angora 
Goat Mohair Industry publication from USDA (Miscellaneous Bulletin 50, 
1929). Mohair became a valuable product in commerce early in the nine-
teenth century. In order to increase the supply of mohair available for 
export to the European countries, the Turks crossed the Angora goat with 
common stock to increase the poundage of salable hair. Probably there 
was no effort to keep the original Angora separate, and the general in-
crease in size and vigor of the goats in the Angora area was, no doubt, 
partially the result of this infusion of other blood. 
 
Angora stock was distributed to different countries, and a pair of Angoras 
was imported to Europe by Charles V about 1554. In 1765 an importation 
was made by the Spanish government and twenty years later a considera-
ble number were imported into France. None of these importations were 
successful in establishing mohair production. On the other hand, Angoras 
were taken to South Africa in 1838, and from this importation and later 
importations mohair production was established in that country. The Union 
of South Africa is one of the three leading mohair-producing sections in 
the world and is exceeded in production only by the United States and 
Turkey. 
 
The most valuable characteristic of the Angora as compared to other 
goats is the value of the mohair that is clipped. The average goat in the 
U.S. shears approximately 5.3 pounds of mohair per shearing and are 
usually sheared twice a year. They produce a fiber with a staple length of 
between 12 and 15cm. 
 
The mohair is very similar to wool in chemical composition but differs from 
wool in that it is has a much smoother surface and very thin, smooth 
scale. Consequently, mohair lacks the felting properties of wool. Mohair is 
very similar to coarse wool in the size of fiber. It is a strong fiber that is 
elastic, has considerable luster, and takes dye very well. Mohair has been 

considered very valuable as an upholstering material for the making of 
plushes and other covering materials where strength, beauty, and durabil-
ity are desired. 
 
The Angora is very picturesque animal in which both sexes are horned. 
The bucks usually have a pronounced spiral to the horn, which comes 
back and away from the head; the horns of mature bucks sometimes 
reach two or more feet in length. In contrast, the horn of the female is 
comparatively short, much smaller, and has only a very slight tendency to 
spiral. The horn of the female seldom exceeds nine or ten inches. The 
ears are heavy and drooping. 
 
The Angora goat is a small animal as compared to sheep, common goats, 
or milk goats. There is considerable variation in the size of goats, but 
mature bucks will usually fall in a weight range of from 180 to 225 pounds 
but do not reach their maximum weight until after five years of age. Does 
will fall in a weight range of from 70 to 110 pounds when mature. 
 
They are extremely delicate at birth, and the young need some protection 
during their first few days if the weather is cold or damp. Although the 
mature goat is fairly hardy animal when in full hair, it cannot withstand 
cold wet rains immediately after shearing. Storms cause excessive losses 
in Angora flocks at kidding time or 
at shearing time. 
 
 

Angora 
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Easy Leg of Lamb 
 
Ingredients: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Directions: 

 Step 1   Preheat oven to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C). 

 

Step 2  Cut 20 deep slits evenly spaced around the leg of lamb without cutting the netting. Stuff a garlic clove into each slit. Rub 

garlic powder over the lamb. Slice rosemary sprigs under netting evenly around the lamb. Place lamb into a roasting pan. 

  

Step 3  Roast in preheated oven until reddish-pink and juicy in the center for medium-rare, about 2-2 1/2 hours. An instant-read 

thermometer inserted into the center should read 130 degrees F (54 degrees C). Cover in aluminum foil; rest meat until thermom-

eter reads 135 degrees F (57 degrees C) before carving  

1 (5 1/2 pound) boneless leg of lamb, 
tied in netting 

Prep:  10 mins 

 

20 cloves garlic, or more to taste Cook: 2 hrs. 30 mins 

garlic powder, or to taste Additional:  20 mins 

10 fresh rosemary sprigs Total:  3 hrs. 

Sides:  Potatoes and green beans Servings:  8 

 Yield:  8 Servings 

   

Why is protein necessary in you  
sheep and goats’ diet? 

 Protein or no protein? 

 That is the popular question among sheep and 
goat breeders.  Protein is arguably one of the more expen-
sive nutrients in the diet, yet it is essential to the proper 
health and wellness of the flock and herd.  Do you need 
protein year-round? Probably not. However, there are criti-
cal time in your ewes’ and does’ production cycles when 
added protein is a wise investment. 

 Lactation is definitely when the female’s nutrition-
al needs are the highest.  Not only are thus ewes and does 
trying to take care of their own bodies but they are nursing 
babies—hopefully twins—and providing them with the best 
nutrition possible.  This is a crucial time in their diets and a 
time when adding protein is vital.   

 Supplementing your ewes’ and does’ nutritional 
needs, including adding protein during their last 30 days of 
gestation all the way through breeding, ensures those ma-
mas get the added health benefits they need during the last 
days of their fetuses’ development all the way through their 
highest nutritional needs. 

 Additionally, those nutrients are passed on to 
their offspring both through the womb and through their 
milk, making sure they are healthy and growing to their 
fullest potential.  

 Once the ewes or does are bred and settled, and 
their young are weaned, their nutritional requirements are 
not quite as high.  They still need forage—either hay or 
grass to keep their rumen functioning—and water.  Howev-
er, you don’t focus on your health and nutrition only during 
specific times of the year.  So providing you flock or heard a 
vitamin and mineral supplement just make sense.  There are 
many brands and types of protein supplements out there.  It 
is best to check with your Veterinary or feed rep to find out 
which one would be best for your herd and flock. 

We Would like to 

Wish you a  

Merry Christmas  

And 

A Happy New 

Year!!! 
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APHIS SHARES IMPORT REGULATION UPDATES FOR 

SHEEP AND GOATS 

December 11th, 2021 by Wyoming Livestock Roundup 

Washington, D.C – On Dec. 2, in a final rule published on the Federal Register, the U.S Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Animal Plant and Health Inspection Service (APHIS) shared its ruling regarding import regulations for sheep, goats and their 
byproducts.  The current regulation prohibits the importation of sheep products from countries considered a risk for bovine spon-
giform encephalopathy (BSE). The new ruling removes remaining BSE import restrictions on sheep, goats and byproducts and 
adds import restrictions on transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (TSEs) for wild, zoological and other non-bovine ruminant 
species, including scrapies in goats and sheep.  The rule comes after APHIS conducted a review of current scientific literature and 
evaluations BSE, and found changes were needed in order to continue to protect the U.S. from introduction and transmission of 
disease.  

Import rules 

In order to protect against the introduction and spread of diseases among livestock and pets, APHIS regulates the importation of 
animals into the U.S., including animal products, byproducts, hay, straw, semen and embryos.  Current regulations address two 
diseases relevant to sheep and goat populations: scrapie and BSE. Both diseases belong to the family of TSE diseases, which in-
cludes chronic wasting disease found in deer and elk and Creutzfeldt-Jacob disease found in humans.  The current regulations 
allow the importation of sheep and goats for immediate slaughter or restricted feeding for slaughter from Canada, granted the 
animals are under 12 months of age and not pregnant.   The rule shared, “Further refinement of the regulations is in order given 
the latest scientific information regarding BSE transmission in sheep and goats. With the current findings, it doesn’t appear to be 
necessary to continue with precautions or restrictions on the importation of sheep and goats or their byproducts with regards to 
BSE, except in certain limited situations.”  Naturally occurring BSE has not been identified in sheep and has only been document-
ed in two goats.  

APHIS explained, “Both goats were born prior to the initiation of extended ruminant feed bands and ongoing surveillance has not 
shown evidence indicating BSE is circulating within domestic sheep and goat populations, suggesting import restrictions are not 
warranted to address BSE risk.”  

Scrapie regulation requirements  

BSE-related restrictions are no longer needed per the rule, but APHIS is updating scrapie requirements in order to protect U.S. 
herd flocks. Any livestock not transported directly to slaughter, or a designated feedlot then to slaughter, must be transported 
from a scrapie-free country or flock with a herd certification program.  APHIS proposed the rule outline in September of 2016. 
The proposal encompassed data from a thorough review with scientific literature, international guidelines, evaluations and con-
sidered comments.  Going forward, APHIS will allow importation of certain wild, zoo or other non-bovine ruminant species on a 
case-by-case basis. The agency will evaluate the disease risk of each animal and the receiving entity’s ability to manage risks 
before deciding to issue an import permit.  

ASI input 

American Sheep Industry Association (ASI) Senior Policy and Information Director Chase Adams commented on the new rule, 
noting, “The rule opens the door for future imports of lamb from the United Kingdom (UK), as well as from other nations and 
expanded trade in live animals, putting additional import pressure on the U.S. market, which is already heavily influenced by im-
ports.”  “ASI is continuing to ask USDA and the administration to prioritize export opportunities for U.S. producers before open-
ing additional import channels,” Adams shared. “In the wake of the UK exit from the European Union, the largest export destina-
tion, ASI is working with Congress and the administration to understand the potential impacts of this rule, alongside state affili-
ates and producer leadership to protect the interest of sheep producers.”  The proposed changes will continue to guard against 
TSEs entering the U.S., while allowing additional animals and products to be imported. The final rule is expected to be in effect 
on Jan. 3, 2022.  

                  Brittany Gunn is the editor of the Wyoming Livestock Roundup. Send comments on this article to roundup@wylr.net. 

https://www.wylr.net/author/andrea/
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Goat Stew 

Ingredients: 

Step 1 Mix goat meat with vinegar, soy 

sauce, and garlic in a large bowl; cover and refrigerate from 1 to 8 hours. For best flavor, marinate at least 6 hours. Remove meat from mari-

nade and pat dry with paper towels; reserve marinade and garlic cloves. 

Step 2 Heat vegetable oil in a large pot over medium-high heat and brown the goat meat, working in batches if necessary, 10 to 15 minutes. Set 

goat meat aside. Cook and stir onion, red bell pepper, and garlic cloves from the marinade over medium heat until onion is translucent, about 5 

minutes; pour in tomato sauce and bring mixture to a simmer. Allow to cook down slightly, about 5 minutes. 

Step 3 Return goat meat to the sauce and pour in reserved marinade and beef stock. Bring to a boil, reduce heat to low, and simmer covered 

until goat meat is partially tender, 30 to 40 minutes. Stir in potato, carrots, and peas; season with salt, black pepper, and cayenne pepper. Sim-

mer until goat meat is very tender and potato and carrots are cooked through, 20 to 30 more minutes. Adjust seasonings before serving. 

1 pound bone-in goat meat, cut into large chunks 2 cups beef stock 

¼ cup vinegar 1 potato, peeled and cut into large chunks 

¼ cup soy sauce 2 carrots, peeled and cut into large chunks 

4 cloves garlic, crushed ½ cup green peas 

1 tablespoon vegetable oil ½ teaspoon salt 

1 onion, chopped ¼ teaspoon pepper 

1 red bell pepper, cut into 1-inch squares 1 pinch cayenne pepper 

1 cup tomato sauce  

2021 MIWW 
RICKERTSEN, HERRARTE, BRENNEMANN & PATTON  

STATE WOOL CONTEST DIVISION WINNERS 
Andrea Nisley, Nebraska Make It With Wool Director 

Karla Herrarte of Lexington, in the Junior Division, Aretta Brennemann of Curtis, in the Senior Division and Kelsey Patton of Stroms-

burg in the Adult Division will be Nebraska’s delegates to the National Finals of the Make It With Wool Contest. They were chosen November 20 

by judges at the state contest conducted by Make It With Wool State Director Andrea Nisley of Lexington. Contestants participated in the state 

contest at the Adams County Extension Office in Hastings. 

The National Make It With Wool Contest scheduled for January 20-22, 2022 is in San Diego, California. 

In the Junior Division, the first-place winner was Karla Herrarte, Lexington. Second place in the Junior Division was Grace Brennemann 

of Curtis, who received a Bernina sewing machine. Other contestants earning honors were third place winner Sydni Ringenberg, Lexington; fourth 

place winner Ariel Rhea, Lexington; fifth place winner Abbie Owens, Lexington; sixth place winner Emma Olson, Sargent; and seventh place 

winner Delilah Solis, Lexington. Other junior participants were Kourtney Keller, Sidney; Katie Olson, Sargent; Daniela Solis, Lexington; Maura 

Tichota, Yutan; Justine Wilkinson, Morrill; and Jessica Wilkinson, Morrill. 

In the Preteen Division, the first place winner was Greta Rickertsen, Lexington who received a sewing basket with sewing notions. Sec-

ond place winner was Jaden Hunke, Lexington; third place, Maya Soria, Kearney; fourth place, Nevaeh Sauer, Lexington; fifth place, Mathias 

Pepplitsch, Lexington; sixth place, Mollie Spradlin, Cozad; seventh place, Silas Andrews, Page; eighth place, Benjamin Dones, Lexington; and 

ninth place, Ezra Solis, Lexington. Other preteen contestants were Ella Brennemann, Curtis; Lila Brennemann, Hyannis; Melissa Montano, 

Kearney; Julia Nicholson, Chadron; Millie Pepplitsch, Lexington; Vanessa Peterson, Lincoln; Lorelai Rickertsen, Lexington; Leah Sauer, Lexing-

ton; Wesley Thompson, Lexington; and Jake Wilkinson, Morrill. 

First place in the Senior Division was Aretta Brennemann of Curtis. 
In the Adult Division, the first-place winner was Kelsey Patton, Stromsburg. Second place was Delores Brennemann, Hyannis. 
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PO Box 1066 

Chadron, NE  69337 

Tel:  Rebecca Fletcher, President - (402)851-0285 

Email: Fletchers@thesouthernwindfarm.com 

 

Newsletter: 

        Melissa Nicholson Newsletter and 

Communications Secretary (Chadron) 

 - (308)386-8378 ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 

Website: 

www.nebraskasheepandgoat.org 

“Supporting, Protecting and Promoting 

Nebraska’s Sheep and Goat Producers 

since 1979” 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 Rebecca Fletcher, President Eastern (Pierce) 

 Fletchers@thesouthernwindfarm.com 

 Daniel Stehlik, Vice President Central (Curtis) 

 dstehlik2@unl.edu 

 Michael Littlefield, Treasurer Eastern (Surprise)  

 michaelrlittlefield@yahoo.com 

 Connie Moore, Western (Chadron) 

 crmoor4@gmail.com 

 Al Weeder, Eastern (Columbus) 

 weedera@hotmail.com 

 Harold Johnson, Western (Hyannis) 

 wellas.hj@gmail.com 

 George Mann, Central (Hayes Center) 

 gimann47@gmail.com 

 Scott Schaneman (Scottsbluff) 

 sschaneman@npnrd.org 

 John Wagnor (Phillips) 

 mobydick51@msn.com 

 Sara Nichols (Eddysville) 

 Sara.nichols@hotmail.com 
Educational  Committee 

 Randy Saner, UNL  (North Platte) 

 rsaner2@unl.edu 

 Kelly Bruns, UNL (North Platte) 

 kelly.bruns@unl.edu 

 Ivan Rush, Scottsbluff 

 irush1@unl.edu 

 Ron Lewis, UNL (Lincoln) 

 ron.lewis@unl.edu 

 Brian Cox (Kearney) 

 Brian.cox@unl.edu 
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