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Thoughts from your President 

J U L Y / A U G  2 0 2 1  V O L U M E  8 ,  I S S U E 4  

Greetings! Summer is finally upon 
us and I am super thankful we can 
attend fairs, sheep and goat 
shows, and enjoy time together 
with family and friends. Last year 
was a trying year for all and I 
think, I can speak for everyone , 
when I say I am happy to be out 
and about once again.  
 
I thought I would take a moment 
to reintroduce myself to our 
members, as I now find myself in a 
new position on the board. I am 
now serving as the Board Presi-
dent; previously I was Vice Presi-
dent and before that an Eastern 
District Representative. I hail from 
Pierce, Nebraska; which is in the 
northeast corner. I have served on 
the board now for almost two 
years and I have loved every mi-
nute of it.  
 
My husband and I have 4 children, 
which keeps us pretty busy. On 
the farm, we raise 35 head of 
sheep, 8 dairy goats, and roughly 
200 acres of hay. My sheep are 
mainly commercial  

Polypay, Suffolk, and I dabble in 
heritage breeds, with registered 
Tunis. Our lambs are mainly sold 
as feeder lambs with registered 
Tunis stock being used for seed 
stock. Our dairy goats, which 
started as a 4h project, are now 
mainly used for personal milk use 
with some being sold as breeders.  
 
But enough about me, I'd really 
like to remind you all that we are 
a great resource for any and all 
questions you may have when 
raising sheep and goats. Also, if 
you know someone who is new to 
being a shepherd we have many 
helpful articles, webinars, and ed-
ucational events for new or sea-
soned producers. 
 
Here is my top 5 list of issues dur-
ing the "summer time" that our 
online webinar archive can help 
address.  
 
 
 
 
 

1. Parasite issues (barber-
pole worm, anyone?) 
2. Toxic plants when grazing/ 

pasture grazing management 
 
3. Selection of replacement 
ewes/does 
4. Weaning lambs (for you 
who are late season lambing) 
getting ready to market those 
lambs/kids. 
All of these can be found on our 
website under the "Education" 
heading. We also put on great in 
person seminars and events, Our 
next upcoming event is the annual 
Nebraska State Fair Tasting on 
August 29 in Grand Island, where 
we will be handing out free sam-
ples of lamb and goat meat.  
 
Come out and support your fellow 
shepherds and stop by and chat 
with the Board!  
We hope to see you all!  
Until next time!  
 
Rebecca Fletcher 

  Angora goat originated from a 
district named ‘Angora’ near the Himala-
yan of Asia. Some people says that, the 
ancient living place of Angora goat was 
China. 
 The Angora goat is named 
after Ankara, Turkey, which was histori-
cally known as Angora. They are very 
beautiful and mainly raised by the farmers 
for their hair production. 
 They produce bright and very 
high quality hair. Their meat and milk 
production is not profitable enough like 
other goat breeds. 
 
Angora goats generally are of small sized, hardy, long-lived, requires minimal 
care and facilities and are relatively odor-free. This goat is available in almost all 
countries of the world. 
 
In 1554 a pair of Angora goat was imported to Europe by Charles V. Spanish 
Government imported this breed to their country in 1765. In 1785 France import-
ed a large number of this goats.  South Africa imported this breed in 1838. There 
is a great production of  Angora goats in the Texas of United States.  
 
Angora goats are very small sized animal than other milk and meat goats. Even 
they are also smaller than some common sheep breeds.  An adult male Angora 
goat generally weights about 180-225 pounds.  And adult female goat weights 
about 100-110 pounds. 
 

This goats are of various colored including shades of red through tans and 
browns, gray through black and combinations of these colors with white and 
many more color.  Male goats produce up to 12 pounds of skirted fiber and fe-
male goat produce about 8 pounds of skirted fiber. 
 
Adult Angora goat has a pair of horns curved to back. 
Their ears are pendulous. 
Legs are short and small sized. 
Their tails are short and held high. 
Their back is straight and very strong. 
Their pelvis has s slight downwart tilt but not extreme. 
The body of this goat is deep. 
There is a good width between good spring of rib and the front legs. 
Their skin is loose and pliable. 
They produces long sized bright hair. Their hair lengths about 13-25 cm. 
Not suitable for commercial meat and milk production. 
Milk of Angora goat contains about 5.7% of fat. 
Produces one kid each time. 
 
Male Angora goats become generally larger than female goats. A mature bucks 
weights about 180-225 pounds and does about 100-110 pounds. In special care 
and management the bucks for breeding purposes become very strong, powerful 
and weights up to 225 pounds. 
 
But the nature of this types of bucks become quite and broad. The bucks are the 
main element of breeding program of goat. Every kids produced from the breed-
ing program contains about 50% genetic characteristics the bucks. 

 Angora Goat 
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 The pre-breeding period is defined as the 8-10 week period prior to 
the first day that rams are turned out with the ewes. Although it is traditionally a 
relatively quiet period for the sheep producer, the pre-breeding period involves 
multiple physiologic processes in the ram and ewe that can significantly impact 
fertility during breeding season, and therefore can subsequently impact the size 
and uniformity of the lamb flock. During this period of time, the sheep producer 
can conduct a few fairly simple management practices to ensure that the ram 
and ewe flock are in optimal physical condition for breeding.  
 Pre-Breeding Evaluation of the Ewe Flock  
 Creation of sperm in rams requires approximately 7 weeks to 
complete; sperm is then stored in the epididymis, an organ adjacent to the 
testis. In other words, on the first day of the breeding season, the ram will be 
utilizing semen that was produced 7 or more weeks previously. Late summer 
heat can significantly impair ram fertility because spermatogenesis (the creation 
of sperm) occurs in the testes at a temperature that is slightly below core body 
temperature. Rams that are excessively conditioned are prone to heat stress, 
as are rams in full fleece. Shearing rams at this time should be considered to 
limit heat stress. Careful shearing of the scrotal wool should be performed for 
breeds and individuals with greater scrotal wool cover. For flocks in colder 
climates with mid-to late-fall breeding schedules, ram shearing should be timed 
such that 2-4 cm of fleece has grown by the time breeding begins.  
 Heat stress can be further limited by provision of adequate shade – 
producers should watch the rams frequently during a summer day to ensure 
that the rams have shade available as the sun moves across the sky. Sand 
bedding in shaded areas allows for greater body heat loss when the rams lie 
down; the scrotum is kept cool as well. Salt and water should be readily 
available near the areas where the rams seek shade during the hottest periods 
of the day. In flocks with significant external parasite or biting insect problems, 
reduction of these burdens through insecticide application to the animals and / 
or the environment may limit fertility impairment from scrotal dermatitis 
(inflammation of the scrotal skin). The heat associated with inflammation of the 
scrotal skin has been shown to impair ram fertility.  
 In certain locales, infection with bluetongue virus during the late 
summer or early fall can cause significant morbidity and reduction in fertility in 
the ram flock. This viral disease is spread by gnats of the genus Culicoides; the 
disease appears to be more prevalent in flocks located near river valleys and 
low-lying wetlands. Many sheep may acquire the virus, develop antibodies to 
clear the infection, and recover without consequence. However, if a large 
number of rams in a flock are naïve (not immune) to the virus, infection can 
cause high fever and severe systemic disease that can render rams temporarily 
subfertile or infertile. Vaccination of sheep against bluetongue is not approved 
in most states. Producers in areas where bluetongue infection is particularly 
problematic may have to delay breeding until well after the first frost, when the 
Culicoides gnat is no longer biting.  
 Fever and debilitation from other common infectious diseases, such 
as pneumonia, can also impair subsequent fertility. Pneumonia may develop 
during summertime transport, showing, sales, or other stressful activities. 
Owners should carefully plan summer show and transport activities so as to 
limit the potential impact of these activities on ram fertility when the breeding 
season arrives. 
 Since weight loss is expected during the breeding season, the target 
BCS for rams at the onset of the breeding season is approximately 3.5 on a 
scale of 1 (emaciated) to 5 (obese). To limit the risk of development of 
ulcerative posthitis (pizzle rot), thin rams should not be fed high�protein 
complete feeds or allowed unlimited access to high-protein forage such as 
alfalfa hay. If under-conditioned rams are to be fed increased levels of energy, 
booster immunization against enterotoxemia is recommended.  
 Annual breeding soundness examination and serologic testing for 
infection with Brucella ovis have been repeatedly proven to improve flock 

fertility. Breeding soundness examination is described in a separate fact sheet 
produced by Colorado State University Veterinary Extension. The ram 
population should be measured against ewe numbers, with adequate 
consideration of ram age, breed characteristics, and topography of the breeding 
pastures. A ram-to-ewe ratio of 1:50 (2% of the ewe population) is usually 
appropriate for mature rams on flat pasture or rangeland. A mature, 
experienced, and BSE-proven ram can successfully breed as many as 100 
ewes, particularly if the ewes are fenced in to limit their capacity to disperse. A 
1:25 ram: ewe ratio is recommended if ram lambs are to be used. Greater ram 
numbers may be needed for synchronized breeding programs.  
Pre-Breeding Evaluation of the Ewe Flock  
 Culling of ewes prior to breeding should be based upon body 
condition score (BCS), udder health, dentition, lameness or other 
musculoskeletal problems, and in some flocks, results of serologic testing for 
eradicable diseases (e.g. ovine progressive pneumonia, Johne’s disease). The 
body condition scores for the entire ewe flock should be recorded, as this data 
can be used to adjust feeding practices to optimize body condition at breeding. 
In addition, trends in flock BCS data accumulated over subsequent years can 
be used to adjust summer grazing or feeding practices. The ewe cull should 
precede any immunization or anthelmintic treatment administered to the ewe 
flock, as administration of these products to cull ewes represents a lost 
treatment expense for the producer and might create violative residues if the 
ewes are promptly taken to slaughter. If the owner does not elect to maintain a 
closed flock, new introductions into the ewe flock should take place at least 8 
weeks prior to the breeding season, at a time of year when gestation is not 
ongoing in the ewe flock. Further, immunization for abortion pathogens 
(Campylobacter and Chlamydophila) and/or tetracycline feeding during 
gestation may warrant consideration.  
 Thin ewes, including ewes selected for culling on the basis of low 
body condition, can be targeted for specific disease testing, using serology 
(OPP, Johne’s Disease), necropsy, or slaughter checks. As an initial step in 
documenting the presence of Johne’s Disease in the flock, serologic tests can 
be applied to the thinnest 20% of ewes and rams, as these animals are more 
likely to test positive if their thin condition is truly due to this disease. Fecal 
flotation is a test that your veterinarian can perform for determination of internal 
parasite burden. Individual fecal samples should be taken from at least 10 adult 
ewes and an equal number of ewe lambs; feces are removed from the rectum 
and placed into a labeled ziplock bag. Samples should be kept cool and 
transported promptly to your veterinary clinic or diagnostic laboratory. Ewe 
fertility has been shown to be responsive to pre-breeding anthelmintic 
(deworming) treatment in flocks where internal parasite burdens are 
problematic.  
 Flushing is a practice wherein the amount of feed energy is 
increased to ewes, beginning 3-6 weeks prior to the breeding season. As a 
result of the increasing plane of nutrition, ewes will gain weight and tend to 
ovulate more eggs at each estrus period during the breeding season. This 
effect of flushing tends to be most pronounced in thin ewes, while ewes in good 
body condition do not respond much to flushing. Therefore, segregation of the 
ewe flock into a thin group (to be flushed) and adequate body condition group 
(no flushing) is sensible. Most medium-sized breeds of ewes can be flushed by 
feeding 0.5-1.0 pounds of grain per ewe per day; it is important to begin slowly 
(0.25 pounds/ewe/day) and gradually increase the amount of grain fed to the 
target level over a 7-10 day period. The duration of flushing needs to be at least 
2 weeks long; if ewes are very thin, as many as 6 weeks of flushing may be 
needed. When possible, continuation of flushing for 2-4 weeks into the breeding 
season may help maintain pregnancy in previously thin ewes.  

Pre-Breeding Management of Rams and Ewes  
David C. Van Metre, DVM, DACVIM Extension Veterinarian, CSU  

New Extension Website for all things sheep and goat! 
Nebraska Extension Sheep and Goat | Nebraska Extension (unl.edu) 

https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/lincolnmcpherson/nebraska-extension-sheep-and-goat/
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 By Kelly Froehlich 
Assistant Professor/Extension Specialist - Small Ruminant Pro-
duction 
Additional Authors: Jaelyn Quintana,Heidi Carroll  
 The Upper Midwest provides periods of extreme heat 
during summer and shorter periods of heat stress potential dur-
ing spring and fall. Are your sheep and goats cool enough in 
their environment? Heat stress affects sheep and goat perfor-
mance by decreasing dry matter intake, while increasing the 
need for water. This, in return, has a direct impact on weight 
gain and milk production. Although sheep and goats are more 
heat-tolerant than other ruminants (e.g. cows), it is important to 
understand and identify when they may be experiencing stress. 

Understanding Heat Stress 
 Several factors contribute to whether a sheep or goat 
will experience heat stress, including breed, relative humidity, 
temperature, wind speed and solar radiation. The comfort zone 
of a fully fleeced sheep is about 10–90 degrees Fahrenheit; this 
is where heat produced is the same as heat lost. Temperature 
comfort zone is less defined in goats, but it is generally accepted 
that they are better adapted to hot conditions. However, tem-
perature is only part of the equation, with humidity having a 
huge impact on whether an animal will feel cool or heat 
stressed. Therefore, temperature humidity index (THI) is the 
best measure of livestock environmental stress (Table 1). Spe-
cifically for sheep and goats, heat stress is experienced when 
THI is at moderate (82 to <84 degrees Fahrenheit), severe (84 to 
< 86 degrees Fahrenheit) and extreme (≥86 degrees Fahrenheit) 
levels. This means for South Dakota’s moderately humid sum-
mers that heat stress may be experience when the temperature 
starts rising above 80 degrees Fahrenheit. Specific for South 
Dakota, South Dakota State University (SDSU) Extension has 
a Livestock Stress Tool that can also indicate environmental 
stresses 
 A heat-stressed sheep or goat will sweat, open-mouth 
pant and will experience increases in respiration rate (breaths/
minute) and rectal temperature. This creates a cascading effect 
on biological functions, including depressed feed intake, feed 
efficiency and even affecting water, protein, energy and mineral 
balances, which leads to overall reduced performance. Small 
ruminants can withstand short periods of heat stress if followed 
by cooler temperatures, such as nighttime temperatures below 
a THI of 81. However, alleviating periods of heat stress can help 
improve performance. 

Alleviating Heat Stress 
 Although THI is used as the primary heat stress meas-
ure, other environmental factors, such as solar radiation and air 
movement, can affect how a sheep or goat handle heat stress. 
 When possible, provide shade during the day to alleviate 

heat stressavoid unnecessary animal work during peak heat 
times (10 a.m., especially in animals with darker coats. 

 Minimize or  to 4:00p.m.). 
 Ensure adequate ventilation and air movement to animals 

housed indoors. 

One of the best practices for alleviating heat stress is providing 
plenty of clean, cool water. 
 Provide one to three pounds of water per-pound dry 

matter. 
 Check water quality. 
 Although it is always recommended to provide water, it 
is especially important to encourage its intake during heat 
stress. When encouraging water intake, ask yourself, “Would 
you drink this water?” If the answer is no, why is that? Maybe a 
little extra time is needed to clean the stock tank, or there may 
be off flavors. In South Dakota, high amounts of dissolved solids, 
alkalinity, nitrates and blue-green algae can affect quality, which 
can make water unappetizing or have further biological compli-
cations. More on water quality can be read in the article, How 
Important Is Water Quality to Livestock?. Especially in drought 

years, it is essential to routinely check your water quality. SDSU 

Extension provides on-site quick water tests at regional and 
some extension county offices. This summer, do not let poor 
water quality affect your small ruminant’s ability to effectively 
handle heat stress. 
 Heat stress can adversely affect the performance of 
sheep and goats. Recognizing and alleviating heat stress by 
providing shade plenty of air movement, avoiding unnecessary 
animal work and encouraging consumption of fresh clean water 
will help minimize production losses. 
 
References 
Marai, I. F. M., A. A. El-Darawany, A. Fadiel, and M. A. M. Abdel-Hafez. 2007. 
Physiological traits as affected by heat stress in sheep—A review. Small Rumi-
nant Research 71(1):1-12. 
Sarangi, S. 2018. Adaptability of goats to heat stress : A review. Pharma Innova-
tion 7(4):1114-1126. 
Silanikove, N. 2000. Effects of heat stress on the welfare of extensively managed 
domestic ruminants. Livestock Production Science 67(1):1-18. 
Srikandakumar, A., E. H. Johnson, and O. Mahgoub. 2003. Effect of heat stress 
on respiratory rate, rectal temperature and blood chemistry in Omani and Aus-
tralian Merino sheep. Small Ruminant Research 49(2):193-198. 

Heat Stress in Small Ruminants 
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Guardian Dog Public Education 

Idaho-based Life on the Range released a new video 
this week to educate the general public on the role 
of livestock guardian dogs. While the video features 
Idaho sheep producers and others who deal with 
public lands issues, the content is applicable to 
sheep producers all across the United States. 

In the last year, a number of guard dogs were 
picked up by people on Bureau of Land Manage-
ment or National Forest lands, thinking the dogs 
were pets that were lost or abandoned. But in fact, 
the dogs were not lost. They were out in the field, 
protecting the sheep. Interactions between guard 
dogs and humans on public lands increased dramat-
ically in 2020 as Americans turned to outdoor rec-
reation during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Click Here for the full story and video. 

 

July 12-14 - NSIP Online Sheep Sale - Online - www.nsip.org 
July 15 -17 - U.S. Targhee Sheep Association National Show & Sale - Redfield, S.D. - www.ustargheesheep.org 
July 17 - Washington State Sheep Producers Annual Ram & Ewe Sale - Grant County Fairgrounds in Moses Lake, Wash. - www.wssp.org 
July 21-22 - Colorado Wool Growers Convention - Online - www.coloradosheep.org 
July 22 - Livestock Guardian Dog Reproduction & Common Problems Webinar - Online - agrilife.zoom.us/j/96377395433 
July 31 - Center of the Nation NSIP Sale - Clay County Fairgrounds in Spencer, Iowa - www.nsip.org 
Aug. 12-14 - Fiber Fest Weekend Retreat - Shepherd's Cross in Claremore, Okla. - www.shepherdscross.com 
Aug. 20 - 48th Annual Sheep and Goat Field Day - Texas A&M AgriLife Research & Extension Center in San Anglo, Texas - agrilife.org/agrilifesheepandgoat/ 
Aug. 20-21 - Texas Sheep and Goat Expo - San Angelo (Texas) Fairgrounds - agrilife.org/agrilifesheepandgoat/ 
Aug. 28 - Small Ruminant Animal Husbandry & Herd Health Class - Shepherd's Cross in Claremore, Okla. - www.shepherdscross.com 
Sept. 4 - Virginia Tech 22nd Annual NSIP Production Sale - Blacksburg, Va. - Dr. Scott Greiner at sgreiner@vt.edu or www.apsc.vt.edu/facilities0/
copenhaversheepcenter.html   
Sept. 14 - Wyoming State Ram Sale - Wyoming State Fairgrounds in Douglas, Wyo. - www.wyowool.com 
Sept. 15 - Montana Ewe Sale - Miles City, Mont. - www.mtsheep.org 
Sept. 16 - Montana Ram Sale - Miles City, Mont. - www.mtsheep.org 
Sept. 18 - Hoosier Sheep Symposium - Hamilton County Fairgrounds in Noblesville, Ind. - bobenosu@icloud.com 
Sept. 18-19, 2021— NS&GP Goat AI Clinic - North Platte, NE— ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com for registration form.  
Sept  25-26, 2021—4S Goat Expo—North Platte, NE—s4goatexpo@yahoo.com or 4sgoatexpo.net 
Sept. 26-28 - NLFA Trailblazers Tour - Texas - www.lambfeedersusa.org 
Oct. 6-10 - Trailing of the Sheep Festival - Wood River Valley, Idaho - www.trailingofthesheep.org 
Oct. 8-9 - National Ram Sale - Heber City, Utah - www.nationalramsale.com 
Oct. 14 - 75th Annual Utah Ram Sale - Spanish Fork, Utah - www.utahramsale.com 
October 23 - 24,2021—NS&GP Annual Conference and Meeting - Norfolk, NE—ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com for updates 
Nov. 5-6 - Ozark Fiber Fling - Steelville, Mo. - www.ozarkfiberfling.com 

 
Renew your memberships to the  

 NEBRASKA SHEEP AND GOAT PRODUCERS!!   
You can go to the website   

https://nebraskasheepandgoat.org/ Or email us at ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com  

The Nebraska Sheep & Goat Producers Association newsletter is the only statewide publication serving exclusively sheep and goat producers. If you 
have livestock, products, or a service to sell, this is how you get it to the audience you ’re trying to reach. 

   Interested in learning more? Contact Melissa Nicholson at ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com or 308-386-8378. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Gvu3Qo_GF-L5qKy-fyHwiCqiqU6aAlA2nazoyY0deJE2FXBsC4WXX-dI5U4WxI2GH0rvv5eSHfWr_AWS1eUu7zhhLrr3uq_1JI85FzgysHUBgxeEikyVXUsmbjU04-G9hwc-GohgxiziIYlTc4ENq88pUEwW0LAXWrFdtqsoSCJEu3zA6MFx_Fo0Sm9TVVuNIOZpRwLewpj-R9L_39YJhLTpUvQ8qMrO_Bo
mailto:ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com
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A temporary version of the American Sheep Industry Association’s Sheep Safety and Quality Assurance module is now available to 
producers through the American Wool Assurance website. 

Completion of the SSQA module is required for Level 1 certification in the AWA program, but the technology used in running the mod-
ule needed some updating in making the move from the ASI website to the AWA website. Producers who have previously completed 
the SSQA module are not required to complete it again as part of the AWA process. 

ASI began development of an industry-wide quality assurance program in 1991. Since then, through cooperative agreements with the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Colorado State University, the University of Minnesota, and Texas A&M University, ASI has conducted a 
quality audit of meat, wool and milk from American sheep. In the final report of that audit, industry problem areas were identified, and 
preventative management strategies to assist in the reduction of quality challenges were developed. The mission of the SSQA program 
is to maximize consumer confidence in, and acceptance of, sheep products by using research and education to improve management 
during the production of safe and high-quality sheep products. 

The SSQA module is undergoing a complete overhaul that is expected to be completed in 2022, but until that time producers can 
move forward in AWA certification with the temporary module. Updates to the module will include: information on production manage-
ment, product quality consistency practices, animal well-being, sustainability and biosecurity. The new SSQA module will also offer a 
user-friendly manual, pocket resource guide, website and learning courses. 

The SSQA module is undergoing a complete overhaul that is expected to be completed in 2022, but until that time producers can 
move forward in AWA certification with the temporary module. Updates to the module will include: information on production manage-
ment, product quality consistency practices, animal well-being, sustainability and biosecurity. The new SSQA module will also offer a 
user-friendly manual, pocket resource guide, website and learning courses. 

Click Here to learn more about the AWA and SSQA programs. 

SSQA Module Available on AWA Website 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rWolThraTQbQTYa9Mi1qETUD-iZnFJ4yx79ZzYwC4FhIcuaiC7RLLGhfJP9aJa50o_dXY21UX9U9kv4y3IM0Ue-yLjejRxS7PIZe-ENzj4HhHnyxarHhpADNZA5xmEhnzMTE3QyiSXKYK2gc6qKpnOpU2Bl8jjU7&c=f9WJLA3mStSdasDME05hvMU7xElBe7JXxC-1GG8rCegV8VL8-lvKTA==&ch=fTph
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Producer Spotlight 

Sarah Thiltges 
I grew up on my family’s 6th generation agricultural operation, Bluff Valley Farm, located 9 

miles north of Rulo, NE. We have a considerably diversified operation, where we raise cat-

tle, sheep, chickens, Holiday turkeys, and also own a couple horses, along with farming 

nearly 1,200 acres of cropland. The sheep have always been my favorite part of the farm, 

despite the extra work involved. My siblings and I were all active in 4-H and we showed 

sheep every year at the fair. My background and passion for agriculture ultimately led me 

to attend the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and major in Agricultural Business and a mi-

nor in Animal Sciences. I graduate this May and I couldn’t be more excited. 

 

Currently the family operation consists of 220 breeding 

ewes, lambing Jan- Mar.  Our ewe flock consists of white-

faced crossbreds. However, we use black-faced rams as 

terminal sires. We currently process nearly 70 lambs per year for retail sales direct from our 

farm. The remainder of our lambs are sold into the traditional slaughter lamb market. We uti-

lize a system of rotational grazing in our various pastures and have recently added a hoop 

barn for the purpose of growing and finishing market lambs. Additional family member in-

volved in the operation are my siblings, Jacob, Elizabeth, Stephen, and of course my parents, 

Ken and Mary Grace. 

 

We are super excided that Bluff Valley Farms will be supplying the lamb 

for the State Fair Tasting in August. 

 
Mature Body Weight:  Ram   180-220 lbs. 
    Ewe    130-150 lbs 
 
Average Fiber Diameter: Micron 
    Undercoat 22-19 
    Outercoat  30-27 
Spinning Count 
    Undercoat  70-64 
    Outercoat  56-50 
Grease Fleece Weight  Ewe    4-5 lb. 
Staple Length   Undercoat   3” 
    Outercoat   18” 
 
The breed originated in Iceland and is hardy and adapted to harsh, 
changeable climate and marginal pasture and browse conditions.  Ewes 
are prolific, good milkers and possess exceptional longevity.  The Ice-
landic has historically been a meat breed but is also a noted source of 
wool for lopi yarn.  Fleece colors can be white, tan, brown, gray or black.  
The breed is both polled and horned with both sexes capable of horn 
growth.   
 
The Icelandic  is the Icelandic breed of domestic sheep. It belongs to 
the Northern European Short-tailed group of sheep, and is larger than 
most breeds in that group. It is thought that it was introduced to Ice-
land by Vikings in the late ninth or early tenth century.[4]:826 
It is generally short-legged and stocky, slender and light-boned, and 
usually horned, although polled and polycerate animals can occur; there 
is a polled strain, the Kleifa. The fleece is double-coated and may be 
white or a variety of other colors; the face and legs are without wool. 
 
The sheep are highly resistant to cold, and are generally  
left unshorn for the winter. Icelandic ewes are highly prolific, with a 
lambing percentage of 175–220%. The Þoka (Thoka) gene is carried by 

some ewes, which may give birth to large litters of lambs. A unique 
strain within the population is the Leader sheep, which carries a hered-
itary ability or predisposition to lead other sheep safely over dangerous 
ground. 
 
The colors of Icelandic sheep are inherited in a similar way to those of 
other sheep, but they display more variety in color and pattern than 
most other breeds, and some variations are seen which are not seen in 
other sheep. Each sheep carries three genes that affect the color of the 
sheep, and each gene has dominant and recessive alleles.[citation need-
ed] 
 
Until the 1940s the Icelandic sheep was the predominant milk-
producing animal in Iceland. In the twenty-first century this sheep is 
reared principally for meat, which accounts for more than 80% of the 
total income derived from sheep farming. 
 
The fleece is double-coated, with a 
long outer coat (tog) which gives 
protection from snow and rain, and 
a fine inner coat (þel) which insu-
lates the animal against the cold.  
The wool of the outer coat has a 
diameter of about 28–40 microns or 
sometimes more, and a staple 
length of some 150–200 mm; the 
inner coat has a diameter of 19–22 
μm or sometimes less, with a staple 
length in the range 50–100 
mm. The two types may be used 
separately, or spun into a single yarn, lopi, a soft wool which provides 
good insulation. 
 

Icelandic 
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Sheet Pan Lamb Dinner 
 
Ingredients: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Directions: 

 

 One hour prior to cooking remove lamb from fridge. 

 Preheat oven to 375 degree F 

 Arrange potatoes, red onions, olive bar items, tomatoes and slice lemon on a rimmed sheet pan.  Drizzle with olive oil 

and ½ tsp salt.  Toss to combine. 

 Combine ½ tsp salt, with Dijon mustard, rosemary, oregano, onion powder, and black pepper.  Rub this mixture over the 

lamb roast. 

 Roast until an instant-read thermometer registers 125F to 130F for medium rare, 60-75 minutes, or 130F to 135F for 

medium, 75-90 minutes.  Transfer the lamb to a cutting board and let it rest for 10 minutes before carving  

2 ½ pounds boneless leg of American Lamb 
roast 

1 Tbsp Dijon mustard 

1 red onion, cut into wedges 2 Tsp chopped fresh rosemary  

1 tsp dried oregano 1 tsp salt, divided 

1 pound items for olive bar (black & green 
olives, cherry peppers, sun dried tomatoes, 
roasted garlic, etc.) 

1 pound Campari tomatoes on the vine 
or grape or cherry tomatoes 

½ tsp onion powder 12 petite white potatoes halved 

½ tsp black powder 2 Tbsp olive oil 

1 lemon, thinly sliced  
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  All sheep and goats must have official ID when moving off their premises of origin, EXCEPT* • Sheep or goats moving 
with a group ID and owner/hauler statement. This includes: o Sheep and goats under 18 months of age in slaughter channels; o 
Sheep and goats of any age shipped directly to a slaughter establishment or a federally approved market that has agreed to act as 
an agent for the owner to apply official ID and when all the animals in a section of a truck are from the same flock of origin; or o 
Sheep or goats moved for grazing or similar management reasons without a change of ownership when the animals are moved 
from a premises owned or leased by the owner of the animals to another premises owned or leased by the owner of the animals. 
 The premises must be recorded in the National Scrapie Database as additional flock premises and commingling must not 
occur with unidentified animals born in another flock or any animal not part of the flock. • Castrated sheep or goats under 18 
months of age. • Sheep or goats moving within a State that have only resided on premises and in flocks in the same State and 
where the animals and premises are owned by persons who do not engage in the interstate commerce of sheep or goats and 
where the sheep or goats are of a class exempted from official ID by the State while in intrastate commerce. • Sheep or goats 
moving within a state to a facility were the animals will be officially identified with official ID assigned to the owner. Official Identi-
fication Official identification devices, including eartags and injectable transponders, must be approved by APHIS as being suffi-
ciently tamper-resistant for the intended use, have good retention, and provide a unique identification number for each animal. 
An owner may substitute tattooing for an official identification device under certain criteria, which are explained in the 
“Tattooing” section. 
 *For more details on exemptions to the Federal sheep and goat identification requirements, review the regulation at 
www.aphis.usda.gov/animal-health/scrapie3  
Tips for Tagging  

• Sheep and goats only need to be officially identified when leaving the premises or when being sold to another owner.  
• Do not buy or sell animals of any age that may be used for breeding, or animals over 18 months of age for any purpose, un-

less they are officially identified.  
• The preferred placement for metal eartags in wool sheep is in the left ear, about a third of the way down from the head – 

where it is more visible and easier to keep out of the way when shearing. This reduces the risk of the tag being struck by the 
shears and potentially damaging the headpiece or injuring the animal or the operator. For young lambs, leave enough space 
for growth by leaving one-third of the tag overhanging the edge of the ear.  

Official tags may not be sold or given to another person. If you no longer need the tags, they should be destroyed or returned to 
the APHIS Veterinary Services District Field Office for your State. Locations for field offices can be found online at: https://
www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/contact-us  
Approved Tag Manufacturers  
APHIS has approved several companies to manufacture and sell official devices, including tags and injectable transponders. Pro-
ducers should consider the different devices available—including metal or plastic tags, radio frequency identification (RFID) tags, 
RFID implants (there are restrictions on the use of implants**)—and choose what works best for them. For the list of approved 
tag manufacturers, visit www.aphis.usda.gov/animal-health/scrapie (click on “Sheep and Goat Identification”).  
Tattooing  
Registered animals may be identified with a registration tattoo instead of a tag, as long as the animal is accompanied by a copy of 
the registration certificate issued by an approved registry listing the current owner or the registration certificate and a completed 
transfer of ownership form dated within 60 days that lists the current owner. If the registry you use is not approved, you can still 
use your tattoos if you provide your tattoo prefix and registry to APHIS for inclusion in your flock record and include a copy of your 
confirmation email or letter with the animal. In addition, the flock identification number assigned by APHIS may be tattooed 
(along with an individual animal number) to officially identify sheep or goats that are not registered. If you have a registered herd 
prefix, you may request that APHIS assign it as part of your flock identification number. Tattoos may not be used as the sole form 
of official ID for animals moving to slaughter or through a livestock market**. 
 **For more details on the restrictions on the use of implants and tattoos see the NSEP Standards at www.aphis.usda.gov/animal-
health/scrapie  
***For a list of approved registries see the list at www.aphis.usda.gov/animal-health/scrapie4 Owners must ensure the legibility 
of tattoos. Owners should also be prepared to assist with the tattoo reading process, including using a flashlight or other light 
source to assist with reading when animals are inspected.  

National Scrapie Eradication Program: Animal Identification Tips for tagging 
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