
Page 1 

 

 

   Please join the Nebraska Sheep and Goat Producers Association on Saturday, October 17, 2020. We will 
hosting our Annual Conference in Alliance, NE at West Side event Center.  We have a great line up of infor-
mational speakers that will help increase your knowledge in the sheep and goat industry.  We will have sev-
eral guest speakers that will include Gwendolyn Kitzan, President of the ALB, Jaelyn Whaley, Sheep Extension 
Field Specialist from SDU and Randy Saner, UNL Extension Educator out of North Platte.  We have the day 
packed full of exciting educational opportunities for you. 
 
We will have you pay when you arrive $45/non members $35/ members plus $10 for each additional family 
member and $15/youth.  This registration fee includes hand out, lunch and a dinner before our annual 
meeting. We are working on getting a block of rooms at a local motel at a special rate will have that infor-
mation out next week.  Any questions please feel free to message or email the Nebraska Sheep and Goat 
Producers Association.  Register today by either emailing ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com or call Melissa Nichol-
son at 308-386-8378. In the email please include names of all who will attend/phone number/ address.  
 
Registration forms and more details will be coming out next week.   

We look forward to seeing all of you there!  
 

Brittany Schaneman is the winner of our first annual photo 
contest.  You can read more about the Schaneman Family in 
the Producer Spotlight on page 4 of the newsletter. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 The Nebraska State Fair looked a little different this 
year do to the Covid-19 as four members of the Board of Direc-
tors traveled to Grand Island to serve up lamb and goat.  On 
August 29th, they arrived at the State fair with masks in hand 
and we served up grilled lamb and some goat chili. 
 Even though the attendance numbers were down 
this year, there was a good attendance that tried lamb and 
goat chili. 
 As an association, the board feels that this is an im-
portant event to expose consumers to our product and help to 
introduce them to quality products in our state.   
 We are still busy compiling a list of meat processors 
that will process lamb and goat for consumers.  We would like 
to add a list of members that are willing to sell directly from 
the farm to consumers.  If you would like your name to be 
added to that directory please email us. The most frequently 
asked question, “Is where can I buy it?”  So we need to help 
them find sources of lamb and goat meat.   
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Farm Animals & Covid-19: Should You Be Worried? 

By Alayna DeMartini, The Ohio State University  

S E P T / O C T  2 0 2 0  V O L U M E  7 ,  I S S U E  5  

     With the rapid spread of the new coro-
navirus believed to have started in bats, 
some people might be genuinely concerned 
about their farm animals.  Could the ani-
mals catch COVID-19? 
    The answer is murky? 

     White there have been no reported cases 
of pigs, horses, sheep, chickens, or cows 
getting COVID-19, their susceptibility to the 
respiratory disease has yet to be studied. 

     And though some pigs have been able to 
get COVID-19 in lab studies, it does not 
appear that they can catch or spread the 
virus very easily, said Scott Kenney, an assis-
tant professor of veterinary preventive 
medicine at The Ohio State University Col-
lege of Food, Agricultural, and Environmen-
tal Science (CFAES). 

       “There are a lot of unknowns,” Kenney 
said. 

        What is known is that ferrets, minks, 
domestic cats, and some dogs have become 
infected with COVID-19.  But neither pets 
nor farm animals are thought to play signifi-
cant roles in transmitting  COVID-19. 

      Kenney will address the risk of animals 

catching or spreading COVIS-19 during “Ask 
the Expert” presentation Sept 22-24 at this 
year’s Farm Science Review, an all-virtual 
show sponsored by CFAES.  Kenney’s talks 
will be from 11:40 am. to noon or Sept 22 
and from 1:20 to 1:40 on both Sept 22 and 
Sept 24 at fsr.osu.edu. 

While people are currently far more likely 
to catch COVID-19 from other people --- 
rather than from their farm animals or pets, 
he said. 

 And if they are sick, farmers 
would be best to avoid being around their 
animals and have someone else work with 
them instead, if at all possible, he said. 

 “It’s important to consider that 
these animals could breathe in your virus.  
It only takes a couple of mutations for these 
viruses to switch to another species,” Ken-
ney said  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Agricultural Marketing Service has pur-
chased 119,700 pounds of lamb rack 
roasts in response to a Sept. 1 solicita-
tion. The racks will be delivered between 
Oct. 16 and Dec. 31 for use in child nutri-
tion and other related domestic food 
assistance programs. 
  
A total of 319,200 pounds of lamb racks 
were not purchased because no bids 
were submitted. Superior Farms sub-
mitted the winning bid for 119,700 
pounds at a price range of $15.89 to 
$16.03 per pound for a total of 
$1,907,619.00. 
  
The American Sheep Industry Association 
successfully sought the approval of racks 
for purchase by USDA/AMS this summer 
citing the absence of foodservice which is 
the primary market for the cut. 
 
 
  

        The New Mexico State University Coop-

erative Extension Service has partnered with 

the Department of Animal and Range Scienc-

es to bring sheep producers a webinar series 

that will cover reproductive, health and nutri-

tion management, along with information on 

how to best market lamb and wool. 

  

       The first seminar will cover reproductive 

management and selection. The goal is to edu-

cate producers on reproductive and selection 

techniques that can help improve productivity 

in a flock. The second seminar will provide a 

standard health management protocol that 

can optimize flock health and performance. 

Nutrition goes hand-in-hand with health, so 

supplementation strategies – both in range 

and confinement situations – will be provided. 

  

        Marketing is becoming more challenging 

for many New Mexico sheep producers. The 

final seminar will provide insight from indus-

try leaders to help producers find buyers of 

their products while still achieving good pric-

es. 

  

The webinars are set for Sept. 21, 23 and 25 

at 6 p.m. mountain time.  To Register go to 

the website below. 

 
https://aces.nmsu.edu/newmexicosheep/index_preview.html  

USDA Purchases $1.9 Mil-
lion in American Lamb 

Racks   

 NMSU Offers Sheep Webinars  

https://aces.nmsu.edu/newmexicosheep/index_preview.html
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Archaeological evidence of goats in southern Africa 
dates from 2500 BCE.  Bantu and Khoekhoe peoples migrating 
southward, during the fifth and six centuries CE, brought and 
traded varied multi-colored goats that become the indigenous 
landraces of South Africa.  

The DSU Cilliers and Sons stud farm was started in 
1957 in the Northern Cape.  Lubbe Cilliers bred mixed-colored 
indigenous does with a large white buck.  From these he devel-
oped hardy, efficient meat animals by allowing natural selec-
tion to work on wild-ranging herds in the unfavorable condi-
tions of the land.  In 1993 the Savanna Goat Society was set up 
by South African breeders.   

Live Savanna goats were imported from Cilliers’ farm 
into the United States by Jurgen Schultz in 1994 with the PCI/
CODI Boer goats.  They were quarantined in Florida and then 
moved to Schultz’s Texas ranch in 1995.  The surviving herd and 
their offspring, 32 head, were sold in 1998 mainly to Boer 
ranchers interested in their novelty or crossbreeding value.   

Two embryo exports from South African pioneers to 
Canada between 1999 and 2001 enabled further imports of live 
offspring to North Carolina and California.  Leading breeders 
Koenie Kotze and Amie Scholtz exported embryos from eight 
does inseminated by three bucks to Australia, and resultant 
offspring were imported to Georgia 
in 2010.  American pioneers contin-
ue to develop herds by adapting 
them to the local environment.  

A strongly-built and well-
muscled animal, with a short white 
coat.   The tough mobile black hide 
provides UV protection and resists 
parasites.  In winter, a cashmere undercoat provides protection 
when kidding in the open field.  The long neck, strong black 
hooves, strong jaws, and long-lasting teeth confer good brows-
ing ability.  The head bears black horns, oval pendulous ears, 
and a Roman nose. 

The white coat is produces by a dominant gene.  This 
means that purebred parent may still give rise to offspring with 
colored markings.  These can be registered as American Royal if 
they otherwise meet breed standards. 

Height to Withers: 19025 inches 
Weight:   Does 132 pounds.   
          Kids at 100 days – 55-66 pounds 
Temperament: Amenable and lively 
 
Savanna goats are naturally adapted where tempera-

tures and rainfall vary widely.  They are excellent weed-eating 
goats and browsers on poor scrubland, feeding on thorn bush-

es and shrubs.  They mature early, breed all year round, pro-
duce multiple offspring, and have long productive lives.  Does 
kid on range without assistance.  They are good mothers and 
very protective of their young, proficient at raising baby goats 
in cold weather and in the heat.  Many dams have more that 
two teats, some of which are blind, but often with no impedi-
ment to nursing.  Kids stand up and nurse quickly after birth.  
Savannas are resistant to tick-borne diseases and tolerant of 
goat worms and other parasites, drought, and heat.   Very little 
healthcare intervention is required.   

 
 

 

The Saanen dairy goat originated in Switzer-
land, in the Saanen Valley.  Saanen does are heavy 
milk producers and usually yield 3-4 percent milk fat.  
It was medium to large size (weighing approximately 
145 lbs.) with rugged bone and plenty of vigor. 

Does should be feminine, and not coarse, 
Saanens are white and light cream in color, with 
white preferred.  Spot on the skin are not discrimi-
nated against. Small spots or color on the hair are 
allowable, but not desirable.  The hair should be 
short and fine, although a fringe over the spine and 
thighs is often present.  Ears should be erect and 
alertly carried, preferably pointing forward.  The face 
should be straight and dished.  A tendency toward a 
roman nose is discriminated against. 

The breed is sensitive to excessive sunlight 
and performs best in cooler conditions.  The provi-
sion of shade is essential and tan skin is preferable.   

 

 
  

Goat Breed Spotlights 

Saanen 

Savanna 
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   Diamond S Stock Farms is located in Scottsbluff, Neb. and has a long 

history of sheep production in the family. Currently the farm is operat-

ed by Scott and Becky Schaneman and their children Brandon his wife 

Alaina and son Hayden as well as their daughter Brittany and her soon 

to be husband Jesse. They are the third and fourth generation on the 

farm. 

The Schaneman family started in the sheep business by feeding lambs. 

In the late 1940s Scott’s grandfather, dad and uncles would feed 

16,000 or more head of lambs each 

year. They would run the lambs on 

sugar beet tops and sugar beet 

byproducts along with corn. At 

that time, all lambs were marketed 

no heavier than 107 pounds, the 

lambs spent limited time in the 

feedlot and grazed the fields in-

stead. Lambs were then loaded on 

train cars and shipped to Omaha for harvest.  

Since then the operation has changed. Shortly After Scott and Becky 

were married in 1987, they started their own breeding ewe herd and 

have ran as many as 900 head of ewes. Over the years, they have sold 

their lambs as feeders as well as finished them in the feedlot. Sheep 

have not always been the only livestock on the farm. Backgrounding 

cattle, a cow calf herd as well as row crops have kept the farm diversi-

fied.  

In 1990 Circle S Sheep Company was founded and Scott and Becky 

started raising and selling show lambs for local 4-Hers and FFA mem-

bers as well as all over the country. One of the biggest accomplish-

ments was having a class winning lamb at a California county fair. They 

were in the show lamb business for 8 years but decided to only move 

forward with a commercial breeding flock.  

In 2006 Brandon began pursuing his degree in Agronomy at the Univer-

sity of Wyoming (UW). Two years later Brittany joined him at UW and 

pursued a degree in Agriculture Communications. During that time, 

Scott and Becky were also pursuing careers and other interests. With 

Scott joining the North Platte Natural Resource District as the Water 

Resources Coordinator and Becky becoming the Assistant Director of a 

childcare facility the workload of caring for 400 ewes became too much 

and in 2008 majority of the herd was dispersed. 

In 2014 as Brandon and Brittany started finishing college and moving 

closer to home, Diamond S Stock Farms was established. Along with 

the off the farm jobs the family began farming and increased the flock 

to 400 head of ewes. The ewes were bought from a family in Living-

ston, Mont. and were comprised mainly of Targhee ewes. The lamb 

crop was feed to finish and were harvested at the Mountain States 

Rosen Plant in Colorado. They continued this manner of operation until 

2019 when the family decided to 

take their operation in a different 

direction and dispersed the old flock.  

In the most recent chapter for Dia-

mond S Stock Farms they purchased 

150 Polypay and Polypay x Ile de 

France ewe lambs and pursued an 

accelerated lambing program where 

the lambs are fed to 140-pound target weight. The family synchronizes 

the ewes utilizing a CIDR and PG-600 protocol and have been able to 

lamb all the ewes out in a 35-day window.  

In this new endeavor they are focused on genetics and increased per-

formance. They are breeding for strong maternal qualities and instincts 

and lambs that are thrifty and have a high feed to gain ratio. All man-

agement and culling decisions are driven by performance data.  

Information that drives management and culling decisions are results 

from ewe pregnancy scanning, ewe prolificacy, lambing difficulty, other 

maternal qualities, and instincts. Lamb data that is recorded is birth 

weights, thriftiness, weaning weights and feed to gain ratio. As Dia-

mond S Stock Farms moves forward, they hope to receive information 

from the harvest facility on how their lambs perform at the rail. 

For the past few years Scott and Becky have been managing the farm 

on their own with the kids making weekend trips to help. However, 

Brittany and her fiancé Jesse are in the process of relocating to 

Scottsbluff to play a larger role in the operation while pursuing their 

careers. Brandon continues playing a large role in the farm and has 

started a small goat herd with his family in Alliance, Neb.  

In the future Diamond S Stock Farms plans to expand their Polypay 

herd as well introducing other breeds and procuring feeder lambs to 

finish. Over the last year, the farm has experimented with direct to 

consumer marketing and plans to continue down that path as consum-

er demand for local product expands.    

A Generational Passion for the Sheep Industry 
By Brittany Schaneman 

Producer Spotlight 

The Schaneman family feeding lambs in 1948. 

 In 2019 the Schaneman family constructed a new barn. Pictured from left to right; Jesse Fulton, 

Brittany Schaneman, Hayden McDonald, Scott Schaneman, Becky Schaneman, Brandon Schaneman, 

Royce Schaneman, Payton Schaneman and Carson Schaneman. 

 The Schaneman lamb feeding today 
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    This question has been commonplace this year, especially with the inability of any producers to make hay at a reasonable 
time.  However, this isn’t to say that there isn’t hay to be purchased, because there is, but rather that hay of acceptable quality 
at a reasonable price is nearly non-existent. 

 With this in mind, we challenge you to think about how generations before us fed low quality hay.  It was simple 
right?  Feed more of the lower quality material and allow the animals to choose which parts of the bale are the best.  Then once 
they have eaten what they want, pitch the rest of it on the ground for bedding.  This may be true, but what happens when we 
aren’t feeding enough of the ‘good stuff’?  Do our sheep have a forage test to know what is good and what is bad?  Do the shy 
eaters get enough of the higher quality material or are they forced to eat the lower quality bits to fulfill their daily feed intake, 
which may not meet their daily nutritional requirements? 

 So comes the question, is there a consistent alternative fiber that can be fed to sheep that could be used to decrease or 
eliminate the need for hay which has shown to be highly variable and sometimes too expensive?  Thankfully due to some pre-
liminary research conducted at the Eastern Agricultural Research Station (EARS) in Belle Valley, Ohio we may be able to an-
swer this question as researchers investigate the effect of replacing hay with an alternative fiber source; soyhulls. 

 To conduct the experiment, 60 wethers were hosed in 12 pens, with 5 wethers per pen, and were assigned to either one 
of two diets.  The diet considered of any energy, protein, mineral, and vitamin concentrate pellet feed at 76% and second-cut 
grass hay fed at 24% to the total diet. (Table 1)  The second diet was similar, but instead of using hay, soybean hulls, soybean 
hulls pellets were used as a fiber source (Table 1).  The average beginning body weight was 65 lbs., with all lambs being fed for 
89 days.  To guarantee that both groups had the same ratio of concentrate to forage, the hay was individually weighed every 
day and fed based on the previous days feed intake. 

 After reviewing the animal performance parameters, there were no differences in lamb final body weight, average dai-
ly gain, or gain to feed ratio.  In addition, although no significantly different, lambs offered soyhulls tended to have a greater 
dry matter intake when compared to those lambs that were offered hay (3.50 lbs. vs 3.39 lbs.). 

 So, what do these results tell us?  These results demonstrate that there are no differences in animal performance 
when comparing the fiber sources of hay to soyhulls.  However, we did note that there was a tendency for lambs that consumed 
soyhulls to have a greater dry matter intake when compared lambs consuming hay.  Therefore, those lambs that were offered 
soyhulls required more feed (0.1 lbs./head/day) on a daily basis.  You may be thinking that this does not seem like much, but 
when feeding let’s say 100 head per day, that adds up to 10 extra pounds of feed needed per day.  Again, not a large increase of 
feed needed, but an increase none the less.  So, how can we convince you that it may be more economical to feed soyhulls as 
opposed to hay?  For that, let’s look at the economic value of these fiber sources. 

 The hay used in this feeding trail was described as second-cut grass hay and had a crude protein level of 7.30% and 
total digestible nutrient value of 62%.  Hay of this quality, according to market values in Ohio and Pennsylvania during the 
week of October 21, 2019, would be roughly valued at $375.00 per ton or $0.19 per pound.  Do note that hay prices may vary 
based upon location.  As for soyhulls, the CP level of this fiber source is estimated at 13% with a TDN value of 77% according to 
the 2007 Small Ruminant NRCS.  In the current market, soyhulls are valued at $145.00 per ton or $0.07 per pound.  Using this 
information alone, in today’s market hay is valued at almost three times the amount of soyhulls with nearly half the amount of 
available protein.  If we were looking at these numbers alone, what fiber source would you choose? 

 Furthermore, it should be discussed how the hay was offered to the lambs.  If you refer back to the materials and 
methods section, you will note that the hay was individually weighed and placed in feeders.  Feeding in this manner resulted in 
virtually no to very little hay waste.  Now, how does this compare to what we would do on farm?  Regardless of the size and 
shape of the hay bale, we must factor hay loss.  Even using the best hay feeders on the market today, according to an Extension 
note provided by the University of Missouri, feeding cattle a one-day hay supply in the form of small square bales in a rack 
resulted in approximately a 4% whereas this figure increased to nearly 5% loss when feeding large round or square bales in a 
rack.  These percentage may seem small, but the hay that we previously discussed that you may purchase and feed this winter 
is now valued at $394 per ton accounting for a 5% feeding loss. 

 From economics standpoint, the results are clear.  Feeding soyhulls as a fiber source is cheaper when compared to 
feeding hay.  However, some of you may be thinking what about the effect of fiber?  You know, scratch factor.  Can we replace 
all of our hay with soyhulls regardless of what sheep we are feeding?  Based on our experience, soyhulls provide enough fiber to 
maintain rumen health in a lamb finishing system.  It also has the advantage to be mixed with the full diet; therefore, we see a 
reduction in sorting where lambs do not just eat the concentrate (energy) or fiber portions of the diet as what would occur when 
hay is supplemented. 

 Overall, there is an obvious economic advantage to feed soyhulls as compared to hay this year.  Based on our experi-
ence, feeding soyhulls is a good alternative to hay when feeding growing and finishing lambs.  However, further testing is need-
ed to determine whether this same feeding protocol could be used in a mature ewe ration year-round.  Ultimately, the decision 
on which fiber source will be used depends upon the cost of each feedstuff as well as the type of and age of sheep being fed. 

 

 See table on page 6 

  Do Sheep Really Need Hay? 
By Brady Campbell, Program Coordinator, OSU Sheep Team; Dr. Ale Relling, Assistant Professor, Department of Animal Sciences, The Ohio 

State University; and Clif Little, OSU Extension Educator, Guernsey County. 

Reprinted from the OSU Sheep Team blog at https://u.osu.edu/sheep/   
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 The Hampshire sheep breed was named from the place of it’s origin.  The 
Hampshire county is located on the south coast of England.  The first breed came to 
the United States in 1840.  And these animals apparently met an untimely end during 
the Civil War and fortunately more sheep arrived in the year of 1879.  The American 
Hampshire Down Sheep Association was organized in 1880, which is now known as the 
The American Hampshire Sheep Association.   
 The Old Hampshire, Berkshire Knot and Wiltshire Horn, with the introduction 
of Southdown and Cotswold, formed the genetic background of the Hampshire breed.  The breed is widely used in the US as a 
source of terminal sires for commercial lamb production.  They are a large, moderately prolific breed with wool caps, black faces, 
and medium-wool fleeces.  There legs are also usually dark, with some wool present below the knees. They are strong muscled 
and deep, blocky bodies.  They also have very good milking ability, growth and carcass cutability.  Both rams and ewes are usually 
polled.   
 They are a very hardy animal.  They are well suited to almost all climates.  These animals have long breeding season, and 
the ewes experience a large % of multiple births.  Although the active and big sheep may look a bit intimidating, they are usually 
described as quiet and laid-back. 
 Mature Body Weight:  Rams   250-350 lbs.  
     Ewes    175-250 lbs.       

Average Fiber Diameter: Micron 33-25 
Spinning Count   58-46 
Grease Fleece Weight: Ewe  6-10 lb. 
Staple Length:   2 ¼ -4” 
Yield:    50-60% 

Hampshire  

Breed spotlight 

The Nebraska Sheep & Goat Producers are always looking for ener-

getic people that would like to be on the board.   

How do you get on the board? 

You must be a current member of the association and a sheep or 

goat producer. That it!  Send your letter of inquiry to 

ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com with a short bio about yourself and 

your experience in the industry. 

Table 1: Diet Compo-

sition 
        

  % Soyhulls 

Diet 
Hay Based 

Diet 
  % Soyhulls 

Diet 
Hay Based 

Diet 

Ground 

corn 
           62.6%         62.6% NDF           22.11%      20.72% 

Soybean 

meal 
            11.1         11.1 Ca              0.55        0.47 

Soyhulls             24.1  P              0.28        0.31 

Grass Hay           24.1       

Vitamin-

mineral 
             2.3          2.3       

Nutrient 

composi-

tion Crude 

Protein 

            14.85         14.19       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From pg. 5 
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MARKET NEWS 

Weekly National Market Prices for Wool 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Market 
Sum-

mary, Week Ending September 4, 2020 

Commercial Feeder Prices, ($/cwt.), Medium and Large 1 2, St. Onge-Newell, SD: $115.55-
$166.00 per cwt. for 41-114 lbs. (9/3); Billings, MT: $136.11-$199.00 per cwt. for 48-113 
lbs. (8/31) 

 Slaughter Prices – Live, negotiated, Not reported due to confidentiality. 

 Slaughter Prices – Formula, Not reported due to confidentiality. 

 Slaughter Prices Comprehensive Information–-Formula & Negotiated, Not reported due to 
confidentiality. 

 Equity Electronic Auction, No sales. 

 Lighter Weight Slaughter Lamb Prices, 60-90 lbs., San Angelo, TX: $160-$230 per cwt.; New 
Holland, PA: $207-$210 per cwt. 

 Federally-inspected slaughter (Week ending 8/22/20): 36,586 head 

 Cutout Value/Net Carcass Value (1), $361.04 per cwt. 

 Carcass Price, Choice and Prime, YG 1-4, Not reported due to confidentiality. 

 Boxed Lamb, weighted average prices ($/cwt.), Trimmed Loins 4x4 640.71, Rack, roast-
ready, frenched (cap-on) 1,513.66, Rack, roast-ready, frenched, special (cap-off) 1,945.34, 
Leg, trotter-off, partial boneless 525.79, Shoulder, square-cut 331.70, Ground lamb 586.08. 

 Imported Boxed Lamb, weighted average prices ($/cwt.), AUS Rack (fresh, frenched, cap-
off, 28 oz/up) 949.98, AUS Shoulder (fresh, square-cut) 344.62, AUS Leg (fresh, semi bone-
less) 380.58, AUS Rack (frozen, frenched, cap-off, 28 oz/up) 720.39, NZ Rack (frozen, 
frenched, cap-off, 20 oz/up) 729.45, AUS Shoulder (frozen, square-cut) 253.77. 

                    

Exported Slaughter Ewes, 0 head 

  

Wool, ($/pound clean), delivered FOB, From 6 weeks ago: 18 micron (Grade 80s) NA, 19 
micron (Grade 80s) NA, 20 micron (Grade 70s) 2.82, 21 micron (Grade 64 -70s) 2.76, 22 
micron (Grade 64s) 2.73, 23 micron (Grade 62s) NA, 24 micron (Grade 60 -62s) 2.18, 25 
micron (Grade 58s) NA, 26 micron (Grade 56-58s) NA, 27 Micron (Grade 54-56s) NA, 28 
micron (Grade 54s) NA, 30-32 micron (Grade 50s, Grade 46-48s) NA, Merino Clippings NA. 

    

Australian Wool, ($/pound clean), delivered FOB, 18 micron (Grade 80s) 3.02-3.42, 19 
micron (Grade 80s) 2.61-2.95, 20 micron (Grade 70s) 2.38-2.69, 21 micron (Grade 64-70s) 
2.32-2.63, 22 micron (Grade 64s) NA, 23 micron (Grade 62s) NA, 24 micron (Grade 60-62s) 
NA, 25 micron (Grade 58s) NA, 26 micron (Grade 56-58s) 1.45-1.65, 28 micron (Grade 54s) 
1.12-1.27, 30 micron (Grade 50s) 0.91-1.07, 32 micron (Grade 46-48s) 0.59-0.67, Merino 
Clippings 1.64-1.85. 

(1) The cutout value is the same as a net carcass value. It is a composite value that sums 
the value of the respective lamb cuts multiplied by their weights. It is also the gross carcass 
value less processing and packaging costs.   

  

 

 Sept. 18-19 - Missouri Sheep and Goat Conference - Columbia, Mo. - www.mosheepgoat.com 
Sept. 25 - Texas A&M AgriLife LGD Field Day - Fredericksburg, Texas - sanangelo.tamu.edu 
Sept. 21-26 - Virtual Invitational Sheep & Goat Skill-A-Thon - Extension.uga.edu/ 
Sept. 25 - Texas A&M AgriLife LGD Field Day - Fredericksburg, Texas - sanangelo.tamu.edu 
Oct. 3-4 - 32nd Annual Vermont Virtual Sheep & Wool Festival - Online - www.vtsheepandwoolfest.org 
Oct. 8 - Utah Ram Sale - Spanish Fork, Utah - www.utahramsale.com 

Oct. 3rd & 4th—4S Goat Expo—North Platte, NE—s4goatexpo@yahoo.com or rsaner2@unl.edu 
Oct 17th—Nebraska Sheep and Goat Annual Conference and Meeting—Alliance, NE More information coming 
soon! 
Oct. 16-17 - Kansas Sheep Symposium - Hays, Kan. - www.facebook.com/Kansas-Sheep-Association-153360318072733,or call Matt Benz at 701-
870-4135 or Deb Simon at 785-754-2350 
Nov. 5-6 - Idaho Wool Growers Association Mini Convention - Boise, Idaho - www.idahowoolgrowers.org 
Nov. 6-7 - 10th Annual Ozark Fiber Fling - Steelville, Mo. - www.ozarkfiberfling.com 
Nov. 21-23 - NDSU Hettinger REC Shearing School - Hettinger, N.D. - Christopher Schauer at 701-567-3582 or christopher.schauer@ndsu.edu 
Dec. 11-12 - New York Advanced Shearing School - Jordanville, N.Y. - Doug Rathke at 320-583-7281. 
Jan. 14-16, 2021 - Utah State University Sheep Shearing School - Wellsville, Utah - www.eventbrite.com/e/usu-sheep-shearing-school-2021-
registration-105865596850 

Renew your memberships to the  
 NEBRASKA SHEEP AND GOAT PRODUCERS!!   

You can go to the website   

https://nebraskasheepandgoat.org/ Or email us at ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 
The Nebraska Sheep & Goat Producers Association newsletter is the only statewide publication serving exclusively sheep and goat 
producers. If you have livestock, products, or a service to sell, this is how you get it to the audience you’re trying to reach. 

 Size of Advertisement    Cost Per Issue 

 Business Card     $5-member, $10 non-member 

 Quarter Page     $10-member, $20 non-member 

 Half Page     $20-member, $40 non-member 

 Full Page     $40-member, $80 non-member 

  Interested in learning more? Contact Melissa Nicholson at ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com or 308-386-8378. 

*Members receive a free advertisement as stated in the membership benefits; however, any additional advertising is subject to the 
above rates. 

mailto:ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com
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Flushing isn’t just an aspect of indoor plumbing—it’s also part of a well- 

managed flock’s nutrition and reproduction program. This article will 

address the whys and hows of flushing sheep and goats. 

What is flushing, anyway? The term describes a temporary but purpose-

ful elevation in the plane of nutrition around breeding time. Its objec-

tive is to boost ovulation, conception and embryo implantation rates. 

Flushing may also increase the proportion of females that exhibit es-

trus. Boosting these rates increases lambing and kidding rates by 10-

20%; this is important because a flock’s lambing/kidding rate is one of 

the primary factors influencing its economic viability. 

The lambing/ kidding rate  (or crop) for a given season is the number of 

all lambs or kids born divided by the number of ewes or does that were 

exposed to a male, multiplied by 100 and expressed as a percent. An 

example: 175 kids are born to 100 does; the kidding rate is 175%. 

To flush, producers supplement the breeding flock with good quality 

hay, fresh pasture or grain for two weeks before and two to four weeks 

after breeding. Most literature pertaining to ewes recommends starting 

to flush two weeks before breeding; literature pertaining to does rec-

ommends starting three to four weeks before breeding. A New Zealand 

study documented a 25% increase in ovulation rates in ewes when they 

were fed one kilogram (kg) of dry matter (DM) per ewe per day for 

three weeks before breeding vs. those that were fed 0.5 kg of DM per 

head per day; a 30% ovulation rate increase was noted when the ele-

vated DM plane was fed for six weeks before breeding. 

During flushing, producers should focus on increasing the amount of 

energy fed to ewes and does. Typically, producers feed one-half to one 

pound of grain per head per day. Grain should be added gradually to 

the diet—for example, one quarter pound per day divided into two 

feedings for a few days, then increasing to one-half pound per day, 

then to three-quarters of a pound per day, then peaking at one pound 

a day—to avoid digestive upsets. Also, adequate bunk space is essential 

or some animals will get too much grain and others will get none. 

As mentioned, most producers flush by using one-half to one pound of 

grain per animal per day. Typical grains include corn, barley, oats, 

wheat and milo. If wheat is used, it should not constitute more than 

50% of the grain ration or it will form a poorly-digestible mass in the 

rumen. Oil seed crops such as whole cottonseed or sunflowers could 

also be used but are probably cost prohibitive. 

Flushing with protein is advantageous if flocks are on a protein- defi-

cient diet such as a low-protein pasture. Pasture can be set aside in 

advance so that it can be used for flushing, but it is best not to use leg-

ume pasture for flushing. Fresh alfalfa, clovers, vetches, birdsfoot trefoil 

and other legumes contain estrogen-like compounds that can interfere 

with estrous cycles, ovarian function, ovulation rates, cervical and uter-

ine health, sperm transport and conception rates. Fescue grasses, bar-

ley grain, oat grain and moldy corn may also contain estrogen-like or 

toxic substances. Legume and grass hays do not  have this estrogenic 

effect. 

Because most spontaneous fetal deaths (early embryonic deaths or 

EEDs) occur in the first month of gestation and are probably due to 

poor maternal nutrition, flushing for four weeks post-breeding is rec-

ommended, especially  in  a  flock  with  a  low  body condition score 

(BCS) average. BCSs at breeding should be between 3.0 and 3.5 on a 

scale from 1 to 5. It takes three weeks on an increased plane of nutri-

tion to increase a BCS by a half-score, so animals with BCSs below 3.0 

may need to be flushed for three weeks before breeding. In addition to 

increasing the number of follicles released and reducing EEDs, elevated 

energy is believed to increase the number of embryos that implant in 

the uterus.  

Response to flushing is greatest in animals with below-average BCSs, 

especially those that were stressed by heavy lactation. Greater effect is 

also seen in mature females, at the beginning and end of the breeding 

season and in out-of-season breeding programs. No benefit is seen in 

animals with good or excessive BCSs or during the height of the normal 

breeding season. No effect is noted with ewe lambs, either, because 

they are already on a high plane of nutrition for growth. 

After the first month of gestation, the plane of nutrition fed to bred 

ewes and does can return to maintenance levels until the last six weeks 

of gestation, when fetal development begins to place significant de-

mands on the dam. Graph 1 below depicts the energy requirement of a 

154 lb. ewe at various stages of her productive life. Note that the ener-

gy requirement for ewes is greater during flushing than for both 

maintenance and early gestation. 

Why flush, then? Flushing for a six- week period around breeding time 

increases the lamb/kid crop by 10-20%, primarily by increasing the 

number of twins born. Relatively few additional re-

sources  are  needed  to  support  a second lamb or kid both pre-and 

post- natally; the first lamb or kid helps a producer break even and the 

second helps turn a profit. The bottom line: used strategically, flushing 

helps increase a flock’s bottom line. 

 

Nutritional Flushing of Small Ruminants 

By WSU Extension 
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❖ Membership Level

 

 

❖ Contact Information
 

 

Name _________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

City_______________________________________________State_________ZIP___________ 

Phone _________________________ Email_________________________________________ 

Website_______________________________________________________________________ 

❖ Type of Operation (Circle all that apply)
 

 

          

❖ Interests (Circle all that apply)
 

 

❖ Any Other Pertinent Information You’d Like Us to Know.  What breed do you raise?
 

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
❖ Submit Form & Payments

 
  
To: Nebraska Sheep and Goat Producers 
Atten: Melissa Nicholson 
P.O. Box 1066 
Chadron, NE 69337 
 

o
 $125 Gold, Business, and Corporate 

Membership 

o
  $45 Regular Membership               

(Family Household) 

$20 Youth Membership (up to 18 years 
old)  

Sheep Producer Auction Market Guard animal/herd dog provider 

Goat Producer Agribusiness 4-H/FFA member, Extension Educator    

Sheep Feeder Trucker Shearer 

Goat Feeder Stock Buyer Other _________________________ 

Purebred flock/herd Shearing   Pasture management/weed control 

Commercial flock/herd Feedlot     Sustainable farmer/rancher 

Hobby Farm Beginning farmer    Service Provider 

Marketing Specialty products    Other ___________________________ 

Predator Control Youth livestock shows  
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Scrapie News 

 As of June 30, 2020, 25,135 animals have been tested 

for scrapie in FY 2020; 23,954 animals were sampled at 

slaughter and 1,181 on-farm; 19,7673 were sheep and 5,462 

were goats.  To date no animals have tested positive for clas-

sical scrapie in FY 2020.  There was 1 confirmed case of Nor98

-like scrapie in a sheep sampled at slaughter in May 2020. 
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Feeder Pig, Butcher Hogs & Sows 

Sheep & Goat Sale 

Tuesdays at 4:00pm 

Columbus, NE 

-2020- 

September: 8th & 22nd 

October: 6th & 20th 

November: 3rd (TBA) & 17th 

December: 1st & 15th 

More information call: 

Randy: 402-276-2774 

Or 

Barn: 402-564-3231 

South Dakota Welcomes Two Sheep Specialist 
 

 South Dakota is very lucky to have two new sheep professionals coming on board at South Dakota State 
University in August and September. 
 Dr. Kelly Froehlich will be joining the faculty at SDSU in Brookings as the new Extension Sheep Specialist 
beginning August 24th.   
 Jaelyn Whaley will be joining the group at the SDSU West River Research Center in Rapid City as the new 
Sheep Extension Field Specialist.  Her start date is September 9. 
 Kelly grew up in Grasston, Minnesota on a hydroponic lettuce and tomato farm.  She says she corrupted 
her parents to let her have a few sheep when she was 13.  Like eating potato chips, you cannot have just a few, 
now there is a flock of 90 registered Lincoln long wool ewes at her family’s home.  It is owned and managed by her 
parents, siblings, and Kelly.  Growing up on a farm really pushed her in her academic ventures.  Kelly holds two B.S. 
degrees in Animal Science and Agricultural Education from UMN, and a M.S. in Dairy Science from SDSU.  The last 
few years she has been living in New Zealand pursuing her PhD in Animal Science at Lincoln University outside of 
Christchurch.  Her PhD was focused on loline, a plant secondary metabolite found on fescue grasses.  She was stud-
ying lolines metabolism and potential effects on microflora and internal parasites in sheep.  Kelly looks forward to 
meeting SD sheep producers and assisting in finding solutions to current challenges. 
 Originally from Northwest Colorado, Jaelyn grew up on a 100 head Suffolk/Hampshire operation raising 
club lambs and direct to consumer marketing grass fed lambs.  She was very active in 4-H and FFA and still tries to 
stay involved with these youth development organizations.  After high school, Jaelyn attended Laramie County 
Community College in Cheyenne, WY where she obtained a Associate degree in Agriculture with a concentration in 
Animal Science.  Between her two years at LCCC, she served as a Colorado State FFA Officer.  After community col-
lege, Jaelyn attended the University of Wyoming where she worked as an undergraduate research assistant work-
ing on various projects like a rumen microbiome study and U.S. Sheep Experiment Station sire evaluation.  It was 
during this time that she met Dr. Whit Stewart who encouraged her to continue her education.  Upon completion 
of her Bachelors degree in Animal Science, Jaelyn continued onto her Masters of Science degree at UW under Dr.  
Stewart and Dr. Warrie Means.  During her graduate education, she also worked with Albany County 4-H as the 
wool judging coach for three years.  Her project, funded by American Lamb Board and the National Sheep Industry 
Improvement Center, is evaluating the effects of excessively finished lambs on the processing sector of the sheep 
industry.  She will complete her M.S. in August, then begin working as the Sheep Extension Field Specialist Septem-
ber 9, 2020.  Jaelyn is excited to begin meeting and getting to know the sheep producers of South Dakota.  Togeth-
er, we can work towards assessing the needs of both the South Dakota and American Sheep Industry. 
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PO Box 1066 

Chadron, NE  69337 

Tel:  Aaron Fintel, President - (308)760-1193 

Email: openskiesfarms@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter: 

        Melissa Nicholson  - (308)386-8378

 ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 

  

Website: 

www.nebraskasheepandgoat.org 

“Supporting, Protecting and Promoting 

Nebraska’s Sheep and Goat Producers 

since 1979” 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 Aaron Fintel, President Western (Alliance)  
 openskiesfarms@gmail.com 

 Dallas Henry, Vice President Central (Blue Hill) 
 dallashamp@gmail.com 

 Michael Littlefield, Treasurer Eastern (Surprise)  
 michaelrlittlefield@yahoo.com 

 Connie Moore, Western (Chadron) 
 crmoor4@gmail.com 

 Al Weeder, Eastern (Columbus) 
 weedera@hotmail.com 

 Harold Johnson, Western (Hyannis) 
 wellas.hj@gmail.com 

 Daniel Stehlik, Central (Curtis) 
 dstehlik2@unl.edu 

 George Mann, Central (Hayes Center) 
 gimann47@gmail.com 

 Rebecca Fletcher, Eastern (Pierce) 
 Fletchers@thesouthernwindfarm.com 
 
Educational  Committee 

 Randy Saner, UNL  (North Platte) 
 rsaner2@unl.edu 

 Kelly Bruns, UNL (North Platte) 
 kelly.bruns@unl.edu 

 Ivan Rush, Scottsbluff 
 irush1@unl.edu 
 

 Melissa Nicholson, Newsletter and Communications 
Secretary (Chadron) 

 ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 

https://nebraskasheepandgoat.org/
mailto:weedera@hotmail.com

