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   Many people are hearing about coronavirus for the first time as the China Strain COVID-19, 
affecting humans causes concern all across the world.  But coronavirus are not new to livestock 
and poultry producers, according to a Texas A&M AgriLife Veterinary epidemiologist. 
    According to the Centers for Dieses Control ad Prevention, common human coronaviruses usual-
ly cause mild to moderate upper respiratory tract illnesses, like the common cold.  Most people get 
infected with one or more of these viruses at some point in their lives. 
    But the CDC is now responding to an outbreak of respiratory disease caused by a novel or new 
coronavirus that was first detected in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China. 
   “Coronavirus is a common virus in livestock herds and poultry flocks seen routinely worldwide,” 
said Heather Simmons, DVM, Institute for Infectious Animal Diseases, IIAD, associate director as 
well as Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service’s associate department head and extension program 
leader for Veterinary Medical Extension.  IIDA is a member of the Texas A&M University System 
and Texas A&M AgriLife Research. 
 Wildlife in China may be human strain carriers 
  “In wildlife, bats are known to carry over 100 different strains of coronavirus, and wild civets are 
the source of the coronavirus that causes SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome), first report-
ed in China in 2002-2003,” Simmons said, “Although our understanding is still limited, wild pango-
lins (a scaly anteater) sold at live markets may be associated with the recently reported corona-
virus outbreak in China.”  Bats, civets and pangolins are all commonly sold at live markets in China, 
she said.  Coronaviruses from wildlife are dangerous since they have the potential to mutate, adapt 
and spill over to new species, including humans. 
  “That is the concern now, this new strain of coronavirus has emerged to cause disease in hu-
mans,” Simmons said. “It is important to create an understanding of the difference between coro-
naviruses occurring in domestic livestock and poultry compared to coronavirus that spill over from 
wildlife to humans.” 
Coronavirus is domestic livestock doesn’t jump to humans 
   Simmons said, to date, the coronaviruses in livestock  are not considered reportable diseases 
because their main effect is as an economic burden to livestock producers. 
  They are known to occur worldwide annually, with some of the most commo coronaviruses found 
in production animals to include the scours and winter dysentery in beef and dairy cattle, porcine 
respiratory coronavirus in swine and avian infectious bronchitis in poultry. 
   The World Health Organization has reported that while another coronavirus, MERSCoV, is known 
to be transmitted from dromedary camels to humans, other coronaviruses circulating in domestic 
animals have not yet infected humans. 
   “That’s what is very important to understand at this time,” Simmons said.  “ We have been deal-
ing with these diseases for a long time but as of yet, we have not seen cases worldwide transmitted 
from livestock to humans or vice versa.” 
What does coronavirus look like in livestock? 
  While coronaviruses have high morbidity, or rate of illness, in livestock and poultry they generally 
considered to have low mortality, rate of death, Simmons said.  Coronaviruses will affect either the 
respiratory system or the gastrointestinal system, depending on the species and the age of the 
animal. 

How to treat 

  Livestock producers should consult with a veterinarian for treatment, Simmons said.  Treatment 
in livestock herds and poultry flocks typically includes supportive for viral infections but may be 
used if a secondary bacterial infection occurs. 

        Source: The Shephard 
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Meat Processing to Continue During Pandemic 

M A Y / J U N E  2 0 2 0  V O L U M E  7 ,  I S S U E  3  

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Per-
due released the following statement 
after President Donald J. Trump signed 
an Executive Order to keep meat and 
poultry processing facilities open during 
the COVID-19 national emergency.   
  
“I thank President Trump for signing this 
executive order and recognizing the 
importance of keeping our food supply 
chain safe, secure and plentiful. Our 
nation’s meat and poultry processing 
facilities play an integral role in the con-
tinuity of our food supply chain,” said 
Sec. Perdue. “Maintaining the health 
and safety of these heroic employees in 
order to ensure that these critical facili-
ties can continue operating is para-
mount. I also want to thank the compa-
nies who are doing their best to keep 
their workforce safe as well as keeping 
our food supply sustained. USDA will 
continue to work with its partners 
across the federal government to en-
sure employee safety to maintain this 
essential industry.” 
  
The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention of the Department of Health 
and Human Services and the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administration 
of the Department of Labor have put 
out guidance for plants to implement to 
help ensure employee safety to reopen 

plants or to continue to operate those 
still open. 
  
Under the Executive Order and the au-
thority of the Defense Production Act, 
USDA will work with meat processing to 
affirm they will operate in accordance 
with the CDC and OSHA guidance, and 
then work with state and local officials 
to ensure that these plants are allowed 
to operate to produce the meat protein 
that Americans need. USDA will contin-
ue to work with the CDC, OSHA, FDA, 
and state and local officials to ensure 
that facilities implementing this guid-
ance to keep employees safe can contin-
ue operating. 
  
Source: USDA 

 

American Lamb Board (ALB) is creating opportunities dur-
ing the COVID-19 crisis, including a new consumer social 
media contest inspiring increased at-home usage of 
American Lamb. The Great American Lamb Challenge 
runs May 1 through June 30 and has consumers prepar-
ing 2 different lamb recipes as they explore the adven-
turous appeal of our great product, while supporting 
America’s farms and flocks and helping raise funds for 
Feeding America. 

ALB hopes the campaign will spark product purchases, 
give consumers a chance to experiment with lamb cuts 
and increase their confidence in cooking with American 
Lamb. As more meals are being prepared and home, con-
sumers are seeking variety and are more willing to try 
new recipes. Many consumers are picking up lamb at the 
grocery store and preparing it at-home for the first time. 
The Great American Lamb Challenge campaign provides 
a tremendous opportunity to increase awareness and de-
mand for American Lamb, while providing resources to 
make sure their first eating experience is positive. 

For the campaign’s contest, consumers are being chal-
lenged to prepare 2 different lamb dishes, one for enjoy-
ing at home and one that is easily portable to share with 
another family, frontline worker or somebody who cannot 
get out to shop. To enter the contest, consumers must 
share photos of their 2 prepared lamb dishes on Insta-
gram and tag ALB (@fanoflamb) by June 30th for a 
chance to win prizes. For every person that completes the 
challenge, ALB will donate to Feeding America – you can 
help us meet our $10,000 goal! 

The campaign will be promoted by ALB’s Lambassador 
bloggers to increase the reach and participation. And, for 
the first time, Instagram Live video will be used for cook-
ing demonstrations and features from America’s lamb 
producers every Friday during the campaign. 

 

Checkoff Contest Challenges Consumers to Get Cooking with American Lamb 
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ASI Responds to COVID-19 

   Since the advent of this global pandemic, livestock mar-
kets have crashed, foodservice slowed to less than a trickle 
– which led to the sheep industry’s second largest packer 
declaring bankruptcy – and all this has sheep producers 
looking for some relief and certainty. 

While the response has not been as quick as many had 
hoped, the American Sheep Industry Association and its 
state affiliates are working to urge temporary and long-term 
relief for an industry first hard hit by the trade disruption 
with China and then bashed against the rocks along with the 
larger economy. 

Coming off a successful Spring Trip to Washington, D.C., fed-
eral agency offices and the U.S. Capitol were closed. The 
sheep industry was essentially the last agriculture industry 
fly-in of the winter. The Monday after our return, businesses 
across the country shut down in response to stopping the 
spread of a novel disease. As Congress debated a relief pack-
age, ASI was there urging House and Senate leadership of 
both parties to raise the limit on the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration and replenish those funds so USDA could offer re-
lief. And Congress acted with $14 billion to replenish the 
CCC and $9.5 billion in aid for livestock – a sector largely 
untouched in prior rounds of the Market Facilitation Pro-
gram. Concurrently, ASI joined with the National Lamb Feed-
ers Association to urge the Agricultural Marketing Service to 
purchase lamb through the $17 million lamb buy announced 
last summer. 

 Immediately following Congressional passage of the CARES 
Act, ASI sent a letter to the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
urging temporary relief for sheep producers in the face of 
what had by then grown to an estimated $125 million farm 
level loss. The situation on the ground was far beyond chal-
lenging as losses mounted for all sectors of the industry. 
ASI’s Legislative Council held a call and urged producers to 
reach out to their members of Congress. 

 ASI President Benny Cox said that the association followed 
that letter with analysis that updates the damage figure in-
dustry wide to $350 million and specifically notes the loss of 
key mandatory lamb price reports and therefore the Live-
stock Risk Protection insurance program for lamb. “The LRP-
Lamb program is dependent on market reporting data and 
absent that data, the only risk protection tool for our indus-
try could not be offered,” Cox said. 

 This has compounded ASI’s ask for relief for the wool and 
pelt market hit hard by the cessation of trade with China 

due to retaliatory tariffs and plummeting wool prices due to 
worldwide cancelled wool chain contracts from raw wool to 
fabrics due to the COVID-19 crisis. Wool export value is off 
88 percent, and pelt prices are down 76 percent since the 
trade disruption started. In addition to a continued request 
for wool assistance under the MFP, ASI leadership has con-
tinued to work with USDA to gear up the Wool Loan Defi-
ciency Program to respond to this wreck in the American 
wool market. 

 To avoid interruption of spring shearing in the United 
States, ASI has provided critical industry documents to 
shearers for their use when traveling to shear sheep. 

 As Congress looks to negotiate a future COVID response, 
ASI also sent a letter to Senate leadership requesting the 
inclusion of H-2A guest herder wages in Paycheck Protection 
Program eligibility. Unfortunately, the program guidelines 
released by the Small Business Administration based wage 
eligibility on the principal place of residence being the Unit-
ed States. In response to sheep grower’s concerns, ASI is 
urging that the PPP include H-2A wages to offer meaningful 
relief for this critical segment of our industry. 

 The association has also continued to work across agencies 
to ensure regulatory relief wherever it could in response to 
the issues raised. The U.S. Forest Service and the Bureau of 
Land Management have issued updated guidance for turn-
out with limited personal interaction. The Department of 
Transportation has removed hinderances to transporting 
critical needs, such as agricultural products. And the Depart-
ment of Labor has engaged to offer flexibility under the 
guest worker programs. 

 ASI participated in a conversation this week with the team 
at USDA that is designing new assistance under the livestock 
stimulus and Market Facilitation Program and each sector 
from lamb feeding to sheep producer to processor relayed 
the damage already incurred as well as that expected for 
the 2020 lamb crop and wool clip. USDA was urged to target 
the $350 million in damages with equitable assistance to 
sheep industry operations. An additional call to action was 
issued on April 10 with the likely final push to include the 
industry in the relief. 

 

 

 



Page 4 

 

     Polioencephalomalacia (Thiamin Deficiency) 

Polioencephalomalacia (PEM) is also known as cerebro-

cortical necrosis (CCN) and is a relatively common nu-

tritional disorder in sheep and goats.   A common name 

for this disease in sheep and goats is “polio”; however, it 

has absolutely no relationship with the infectious viral 

disease found in humans (poliomyelitis).  Cases of PEM 

can be successfully treated if detected early in the dis-

ease course, making recognition of early symptoms a 

critical issue for sheep and goat producers.   

 

Causes of (PEM) 

 

The most common cause of PEM is thiamine deficien-

cy.  Thiamine is a B vitamin (vitamin B1) that plays a 

critical role in all cells, acting as a cofactor for several 

key enzymes involved in glucose metabolism.  Thiamine 

is especially important for proper brain function as the 

brain relies on glucose as its major source of ener-

gy.  Since the brain controls nearly all bodily functions, 

adequate thiamine levels in the brain are of critical im-

portance for normal health and well-being.  Thiamine is 

not produced in animal cells but is produced by rumen 

microbes, which provide the major source of thiamine to 

adult sheep and goats.  Milk-fed lambs and kids must 

get thiamine preformed from their diet to meet require-

ments.  But then as they transition to becoming rumi-

nants, they rely on their rumen microbes to synthesize 

thiamine as their thiamine source.  The incidence of po-

lio tends to be higher in lambs and kids during the peri-

od when they transition to becoming full ruminants.  

 

Inadequate thiamine levels are not the only cause of 

PEM in sheep and goats, but it is responsible for the 

vast majority of cases observed.  Another cause of PEM 

documented much better in cattle is excessive sulfur 

intake from sources including water, feed ingredients 

and forage.  Elevated dietary sources of sulfur in sheep 

and goat diets include by-product feeds of the ethanol 

industry such as wet or dry distiller’s grains with solu-

bles.  The sulfur content of these feeds may vary accord-

ing to the processing plant or even the batch, as much of 

the additional sulfur content in these by products re-

sults from addition of acidifying agents such as sulfuric 

acid during the production process.  The usage of these 

sulfur-rich products varies across ethanol plants, so 

blanket statements regarding ethanol by-product feeds 

as being high in sulfur cannot be made.  Sheep and 

goats also consume cruciferous or brassica forages such 

as turnips, rape, mustard and oil seed meals; products 

which can be high in sulfur as well.  

PEM can also be triggered by amprolium therapy for 

coccidiosis.  Amprolium effectively competes with thia-

mine for uptake into the brain which therefore can in-

duce PEM.  Therefore, animals on amprolium therapy 

should be watched carefully for polio.  Induction of PEM 

with amprolium in uncommon but not rare.  

 

Symptoms of PEM 

 

Thiamine deficiency and/or high sulfur levels within the 

brain cause destruction of neurons and swelling of the 

brain which can be diagnosed by histological examina-

tion of brain tissue.   Therefore, PEM symptoms are 

manifest as neurological, with early symptoms being 

partial to complete blindness with the head held 

erect.  This may also be associated with unilateral 

(uneven) ear droop and/or unusual/exaggerated gait.  It 

is common for the pupils to be dilated and for the eyes to 

tear.  PEM affects animals of all ages but is most com-

mon in young lambs and kids transitioning from a milk 

to solid diet, and especially so in those fed a high-grain 

diet.   PEM is also found in adult small ruminants of 

either sex at any age but more commonly associated 

with changes in diet (change in the plane of nutrition, 

pasture type, pasture to forage feeding, forage feeding to 

grain addition, etc.).  PEM symptoms are similar re-

gardless of age.  Early blindness symptoms lead within 

hours to a day to loss of body control, inability to stand, 

and seizures.  In more advances states, animals com-

monly arch their heads back as far as possible.  PEM 

symptoms may present itself similarly to listeriosis and 

even ketosis.  However, thiamine therapy is relatively 

benign, so it is best to treat with thiamine as a precau-

tion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This image shows a lamb with advanced PEM symp-

toms: head arched and unable to stand. 

  

Understanding How to Prevent and Treat Polioencephalomalacia  

(PEM) in Sheep and Goats.  
by Richard Ehrhardt, Small Ruminant Extension Specialist, Michigan State University 
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Greetings to all members of the Nebraska Sheep and Goat 

Association! I hope this letter finds you healthy and safe! 

 

 Speaking of safe, it is quite a world we are living in right now. 

Whether you are in a huge metro area or small-town Nebras-

ka, things have changed a lot. Most businesses have shut 

their doors. Some have stopped doing business because they 

have no option, some are doing business by distance, and 

some are full steam ahead but using the greatest caution pos-

sible. We as producers are in the later group…the essential 

workers. We still have to do our job (or I should say get to!) 

and we fight on. Our rural settings haven’t changed much in 

a day to day scenario, but the world around us has so much 

and we are feeling the changes. All areas of ag production are 

dealing with poor prices, and inability to move our products 

even with poor prices. It is quite a world currently. As you 

have probably seen all over social media, we will just contin-

ue to #FarmOn! One of these days it will open up…..  

 

We as your state association are continuing to work too. We 

are working on getting informational meetings and classes 

set up. We are working on another State Fair tasting too! We 

strive to make our state association be as good as it can. We 

are continually working on promotion of goat and lamb to 

help us producers. The more promotion we can do, the more 

consumption there is, and the more we can start to impact 

our market! There is a large portion of the population, espe-

cially in our rural areas where no one has had goat or lamb, 

or worse… had bad goat or lamb once and that was it. We all, 

producers and the association, always need to be promoting 

our product!  

 

This brings me to an important topic facing our state associa-

tion. As a board member for a few years now I get asked the 

same questions often “What do you guys even do?” “Are there 

even any sheep in Nebraska?” Well the answer to the second 

one is quite simple. Yes! There are actually a good amount of 

sheep and goats in this state. We are one of the highest-

ranking states in the country for hobby herds! We have a 

large number of small producers scattered all over this beau-

tiful state, and we need you all! The reason for that is simple 

and deals with the first question I often get asked, what do 

we even do? Well, as I stated above, we work to promote our 

products! We work with several national sheep and goat 

boards to support our industry. And while many like myself 

are members on their own, we are also your voice as your 

state group! There are a number of things we work to accom-

plish with these boards and they cover all areas of the sheep 

and goat industry. While these boards offer some financial 

assistance for events and such, much of the cost of things we 

do come from the association itself. The only revenue we have 

as an association is entry fees for clinics and meetings, and 

more importantly membership!! We need everyone to become 

a member and help us support your operation! It’s vital that 

we get that so we can continue on. It doesn’t matter if you 

have 5 weed eaters or 5000 head. Your voice is important and 

being a member helps get you heard!  

 

In closing, I’d like to take a minute to introduce myself. My 

name is Aaron Fintel and I am the current president of 

NS&GP. I have a small 350 head dry lot operation by Alli-

ance, NE. I raise Katahdin, and Katahdin/Dorper cross hair 

sheep. I have a full-time job with a large John Deere dealer 

and enjoy the farm after hours. I’m a fourth-generation sheep 

producer having grown up in southeast Nebraska on a crop, 

cattle, and sheep farm. As a child I loved being involved with 

the sheep and it’s never left me yet. I truly think it gets in 

your blood and stays! I started my own operation in 2012 

with the hair sheep and truly have fiery passion for the sheep 

industry!  

 

Thank you,  

Aaron Fintel President  

 

 

Greetings From the Board President 
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Treatment of PEM 

Many cases of PEM response to prompt administration of thiamine (minimum dose of 10 mg/kg bodyweight).  Effective but slightly more risky 

therapy would be to inject the first dose slowly intravenously (IV) followed by another dose provided intramuscularly (IM).  Animals occa-

sionally respond rapidly to the initial dose, although slow recovery to standing may take up to 5 days with full recovery evident after 2-3 

weeks.  The recommended dosage should be given twice per day for 2 days followed by once daily injection for 5 days.  Vitamin B complex 

formulations can be purchased containing thiamine, but it is highly recommended that producers have a bottle of concentrated thiamine 

on hand (250 to 500 mg/mL) at all times.   Concentrated formulations of thiamine are a prescription product, so be sure to work with your 

veterinarian on any PEM treatment program.  Additional therapeutic value may be found by administration of anti-inflammatory drugs 

to reduce brain inflammation along with thiamine administration.  Consult your veterinarian for information on the safe and effective use 

of anti-inflammatory drugs. 

Animals with PEM may take several days to stand on their own, so it is important isolate all cases and provide supportive care to encourage 

water and feed consumption (provide both grain and forage free choice to encourage standing and feed consumption).  Animals that have 

been down for a few days may require a little assistance and retraining to get them standing.   In cases that are more advanced, thiamine 

therapy may not be able to overcome brain trauma that has occurred and euthanasia may be indicated.  

Prevention of PEM 

Most cases of PEM are isolated and sporadic in nature and are associated with changes in feed of some sort.  Therefore, it is difficult to develop 

an effective prevention program for these cases, although making gradual dietary transitions will certainly reduce the incidence of PEM 

along with many other health concerns.  In circumstances when PEM becomes common such as in feedlot lambs that are in transition to a 

high or exclusively grain diet, the risk may be reduced by providing adequate dietary fiber.  Lamb/kid finishing diets that are low in fiber 

may need to be adjusted to raise dietary neutral detergent fiber (NDF) above 15%.  Another consideration in situations of high PEM inci-

dence would be to make sure that part or all this NDF is provided in a physical form that encourages rumination, such as forage with a 

chop length greater than 3 inches.  Addition of feed grade thiamine can also be made to the diet, but this therapy can be expensive and its 

efficacy has not been thoroughly evaluated in growing lambs or kids. 

Summary 

PEM is a common nutritional disorder in sheep and goats that commonly leads to mortality without intervention.  As with many disorders and 

disease conditions, early detection is key for successful treatment.  Producers should work with their DVM to specify a treatment plan 

and to be sure to have a bottle of concentrated thiamine on hand at all times.  Most PEM cases are isolated and sporadic in nature; how-

ever, a higher incidence may occur in lamb/kids on finishing diets.  In these cases, the first action should be to increase dietary fiber as a 

preventative measure.  

For more information go to https://www.canr.msu.edu/sheep_goats/health/polioencephalomalacia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the same lamb 4 days after a daily thiamine therapy regime.  The 

lamb recovered completely in 2 weeks and is now a productive, 4-year-old 

ewe.  

Understanding How to Prevent and Treat Polioencephalomalacia  

(PEM) in Sheep and Goats.  Continued 
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MARKET NEWS 

 
Weekly National Market Prices for Wool  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Market Summary, Week Ending April 24, 2020 

Commercial Feeder Prices, ($/cwt.), St. Onge-Newell, SD: $131-$235 for 74-140 lbs. 
(3/20/20); Billings, MT: $240-$246 (2/14/20). 

 Slaughter Prices – Live, negotiated, Not reported due to confidentiality. From 2 weeks 
ago: 140-162 lbs. $162.25 per cwt. 

 Slaughter Prices – Formula, Not reported due to confidentiality. From 2 weeks ago: 83.20 
lbs. carcass weight $295.93 per cwt. 

 Slaughter Prices “Comprehensive Information”–-Formula & Negotiated, 84.35 lbs. carcass 

weight $231.60 per cwt. 

Equity Electronic Auction, No sales. 

 Slaughter Prices – Non-traditional, 60-90 lbs., San Angelo, TX $194-$236; New Holland, 
PA: $270-$310 (From 4 weeks ago). 

 Federally-inspected slaughter (Week ending 4/11/20): 31,149 head 

 Cutout Value/Net Carcass Value (1), $360.75 per cwt. 

 Carcass Price, Choice and Prime, YG 1-4, weighted average prices ($/cwt.), No prices re-
ported. 

 Boxed Lamb, weighted average prices ($/cwt.), Trimmed Loins 4x4 499.19, Rack, roast-
ready, frenched (cap-on) 1,661.67, Rack, roast-ready, frenched, special (cap-off) 1,946.21, 
Leg, trotter-off, partial boneless 529.98, Shoulder, square-cut 334.99, Ground lamb 591.80. 

Imported Boxed Lamb, weighted average prices ($/cwt.), AUS Rack (fresh, frenched, cap-
off, 28 oz/up) 1,072.82, AUS Shoulder (fresh, square-cut) 310.41, AUS Leg (fresh, semi 
boneless) 364.28, AUS Rack (frozen, frenched, cap-off, 28 oz/up) NA, NZ Rack (frozen, 
frenched, cap-off, 20 oz/up) 1,046.35, AUS Shoulder (frozen, square-cut) NA.             

Exported Slaughter Ewes, 0 head 

 Wool, ($/pound clean), delivered FOB, From 49 weeks ago: 18 micron (Grade 80s) NA, 19 
micron (Grade 80s) NA, 20 micron (Grade 70s) NA, 21 micron (Grade 64-70s) 5.21, 22 
micron (Grade 64s) 5.20, 23 micron (Grade 62s) 4.38-4.87, 24 micron (Grade 60-62s) 4.39, 
25 micron (Grade 58s) 3.56, 26 micron (Grade 56-58s) NA, 27 Micron (Grade 54-56s) NA, 28 
micron (Grade 54s) NA, 30 micron (Grade 50s) NA, 32 micron (Grade 46 -48s) NA, Merino 
Clippings NA. 

   Australian Wool, ($/pound clean), delivered FOB, 18 micron (Grade 80s) 3.50-3.97, 19 
micron (Grade 80s) 3.30-3.74, 20 micron (Grade 70s) 3.24-3.67, 21 micron (Grade 64-70s) 
3.22-3.65, 22 micron (Grade 64s) NA, 23 micron (Grade 62s) NA, 24 micron (Grade 60-62s) 
NA, 25 micron (Grade 58s) NA, 26 micron (Grade 56-58s) 1.97-2.23, 28 micron (Grade 54s) 
1.56-1.77, 30 micron (Grade 50s) 1.15-1.30, 32 micron (Grade 46-48s) 0.70-0.80, Merino 
Clippings 1.96-2.23. 

Source: USDA/AMS 

 

May 14-17 - Oregon Shearing School - Roseburg, Ore. - John Fine at johnandpeggyfine@charter.net or visit www.sheeporegon.com. 
May 16 - Small Ruminant Animal Husbandry & Herd Health Class - Claremore, Okla. - www.shepherdscross.com. 
May 29-30 - 70th Annual West Virginia Sheep & Goat Show & Sale - Tri-County Fairgrounds in Petersburg, W.V. -
 www.wvsheepandgoatsale.com 
June 1-5 - Texas Sheep and Goat Youth Ranchers Roundup - San Angelo, Texas - sheepandgoatvalidation.tamu.edu 
June 7 - ALB Lamb Jam - Washington, D.C. - www.americanlambjam.com 
June 11-14 - Estes Park Wool Market - Estes Park, Colo. - www.estesparkeventscomplex.com/wool-market.html 
June 28 - ALB Lamb Jam - Boston, Mass. - www.americanlambjam.com 
July 19 - ALB Lamb Jam - San Francisco, Calif. - www.americanlambjam.com 
July 26 - ALB Lamb Jam - Austin, Texas - www.americanlambjam.com 
Aug. 9 - ALB Lamb Jam - Seattle, Wash. - www.americanlambjam.com 
Aug. 14-15 - Texas Sheep and Goat Expo - San Angelo, Texas - sanangelo.tamu.edu 
Aug. 23 - ALB Lamb Jam - Denver, Colo. - www.americanlambjam.com 
Sept. 12—Beginning Shepherd Field Day  - Pierce, NE  ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 
Sept. 18-19 - Missouri Sheep and Goat Conference - Columbia, Mo. - www.mosheepgoat.com 
Sept. 25 - Texas A&M AgriLife LGD Field Day - Fredericksburg, Texas - sanangelo.tamu.edu 
Nov. 6-7 - 10th Annual Ozark Fiber Fling - Steelville, Mo. - www.ozarkfiberfling.com 

Renew your memberships to the  
 NEBRASKA SHEEP AND GOAT PRODUCERS!!   

You can go to the website   

https://nebraskasheepandgoat.org/ Or email us at ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 
The Nebraska Sheep & Goat Producers Association newsletter is the only statewide publication serving exclusively sheep and goat 
producers. If you have livestock, products, or a service to sell, this is how you get it to the audience you’re trying to reach. 

 Size of Advertisement    Cost Per Issue 

 Business Card     $5-member, $10 non-member 

 Quarter Page     $10-member, $20 non-member 

 Half Page     $20-member, $40 non-member 

 Full Page     $40-member, $80 non-member 

  Interested in learning more? Contact Melissa Nicholson at ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com or 308-386-8378. 

*Members receive a free advertisement as stated in the membership benefits; however, any additional advertising is subject to the 
above rates. 

mailto:ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com


Page 8 

 

❖ Membership Level

 

 

❖ Contact Information
 

 

Name _________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

City_______________________________________________State_________ZIP___________ 

Phone _________________________ Email_________________________________________ 

Website_______________________________________________________________________ 

❖ Type of Operation (Circle all that apply)
 

 

          

❖ Interests (Circle all that apply)
 

 

❖ Any Other Pertinent Information You’d Like Us to Know.  What breed do you raise?
 

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
❖ Submit Form & Payments

 
  
To: Nebraska Sheep and Goat Producers 
Atten: Melissa Nicholson 
P.O. Box 1066 
Chadron, NE 69337 
 

o
 $125 Gold, Business, and Corporate 

Membership 

o
  $45 Regular Membership               

(Family Household) 

$20 Youth Membership (up to 18 years  

Sheep Producer Auction Market Guard animal/herd dog provider 

Goat Producer Agribusiness 4-H/FFA member, Extension Educator    

Sheep Feeder Trucker Shearer 

Goat Feeder Stock Buyer Other _________________________ 

Purebred flock/herd Shearing   Pasture management/weed control 

Commercial flock/herd Feedlot     Sustainable farmer/rancher 

Hobby Farm Beginning farmer    Service Provider 

Marketing Specialty products    Other ___________________________ 

Predator Control Youth livestock shows  
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Feeder Pig, Butcher Hogs & Sows 

Sheep & Goat Sale 

Tuesdays at 4:00pm 

Columbus, NE 

-2020- 

March: 3rd, 17th & 31st 

April: 14th & 28th 

May: 12th & 26th 

June: 9th & 23rd 

July: 14th & 28th 

August: 11th & 25th 

September: 8th & 22nd 

October: 6th & 20th 

Novembeer: 3rd (TBA) & 17th 

December: 1st & 15th 

More information call: 

Randy: 402-276-2774 

Or 

Barn: 402-564-3231 
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PO Box 1066 

Chadron, NE  69337 

Tel:  Aaron Fintel, President - (308)760-1193 

Email: openskiesfarms@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter: 

        Melissa Nicholson  - (308)386-8378

 ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 

  

Website: 

www.nebraskasheepandgoat.org 

“Supporting, Protecting and Promoting 

Nebraska’s Sheep and Goat Producers 

since 1979” 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 Aaron Fintel, President Western (Alliance)  
 openskiesfarms@gmail.com 

 Dallas Henry, Vice President Central (Blue Hill) 
 dallashamp@gmail.com 

 Michael Littlefield, Treasurer Eastern (Surprise)  
 michaelrlittlefield@yahoo.com 

 Connie Moore, Western (Chadron) 
 crmoor4@gmail.com 

 Al Weeder, Eastern (Columbus) 
 weedera@hotmail.com 

 Amber McDaniel,  Central (Sargent) 
 amber.mcdaniel@mcdanielfarmsinc.com 

 Harold Johnson, Western (Hyannis) 
 wellas.hj@gmail.com 

 Daniel Stehlik, Central (Curtis) 
 dstehlik2@unl.edu 

 Rebecca Fletcher, Eastern (Pierce) 
 Fletchers@thesouthernwindfarm.com 
 
Educational  Committee 

 Randy Saner, UNL  (North Platte) 
 rsaner2@unl.edu 

 Kelly Bruns, UNL (North Platte) 
 kelly.bruns@unl.edu 

 Ivan Rush, Scottsbluff 
 irush1@unl.edu 
 

 Melissa Nicholson, Newsletter and Communications 
Secretary (Chadron) 

 ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 

https://nebraskasheepandgoat.org/
mailto:weedera@hotmail.com

