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  On January 26th, the Nebraska Sheep and Goat Producers in conjunction with the 
University of Nebraska Extension held a Lambing 
and Kidding School.  We held the school in Chad-
ron and Broken Bow.  We had a great turn 
out with 32 at Chadron and 35 at Broken Bow 
attending the school.  Each location got to 
here from Dr. Brain Vander Ley, Ivan Rush, 
David and Hollie Ollile, Dr. Regina Rankin and 
Dr. Steve Hart.  Each of these speakers helped 
increase the knowledge of the producers in 
attendance.  Each location was treated to a 
wonderful meal.  The Chadron location was treated to Lamb meatballs and cheesy 

potatoes and in Broken Bow the were serve 
some wonderful goat chili with all the fixings.   

 

After lunch the attendees heard from David 
and Hollie Ollile and Dr. Regina Rankin.  David 
is the former Sheep specialist at SDU and Hol-
lie is in charge of their 

sheep operation at home.  
David, Hollie and Dr. Rankin talked about how to graph 
orphaned lamb or kid, treat chilled and newborn lambs 
and other things to look for during lambing. 

Then each group traveled to a local producers operation to 
tour their facilities.  Thank you to RP, Beth and Hannah 

Smith and Connie 
Moore for letting us 
visit your operations.  
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Lambing & Kidding School 2020 

Chadron School 

Broken Bow School 

Tour in 

Chadron 
Tour in Broken Bow 

https://nebraskasheepandgoat.org/


Page 2 

 

Woolmark Offers Free 

Wool Courses 

J A N / F E B  2 0 2 0  V O L U M E  7 ,  I S S U E  2  

        
The Woolmark Learning Center is 
offering a series of free, online 
courses that cover a variety of 
wool topics. From a fundamen-
tals program suitable for learners 
of all levels to advanced pro-
grams for technical specialists, 
the center has courses for every-
one. 
  
Courses offered include: Wool 
Appreciation Course, Insight Se-
ries, Wool Fiber Science, Intro-
duction to Wool Processing, Raw 
Wool Scouring, Worsted Top-
Making, and Worsted & Woolen 
Spinning. Learning center fea-
tures include: certification, pro-
gress tracking, interactive cours-
es, shareable content, free access 
and teacher resources. 
  
Woolmark worked in conjunction 
with several universities and 
fashion colleges – including the 
State University of New York – to 
create the courses. 

By Sandra Avant 

 More consumers are developing a taste for goat cheese, milk, 

and meat as they become aware of the high protein and gr3eat 

taste of these products.  While U.S. goat producers are enjoying 

this steady trend, they remain focused on keeping their animals 

healthy, especially from scrapie— a fatal rain disease that af-

fects goats and sheep. 

  

 “The goat industry is one of the fastest growing animal indus-

tries in agriculture,” said Stephen White, an Agricultural Re-

search Service geneticist. 

 

 There is no cure or treatment for scrapie, which is in the same 

family—transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (TSEs) or 

prion diseases— as mad cow disease. TSEs are rare degenera-

tive brain disorders characterized by tiny holes that give the 

brain a “spongy” appearance. 

 

 Most often scrapie is transmitted through birth fluids to other 

goats and sheep, and it can remain infectious in the environ-

ment for many years.  It was first recognized in sheep in Great 

Britain and other European countries more than 250 years ago 

and was first diagnosed in U.S. sheep in 1947 in a Michigan 

flock.   

  

 All animals that 

got scrapie die.  But there is good news from ARS.  White and 

Schneider, who both work at ARS’s Animal Disease Research nit 

in Pullman, Wash., are the first to demonstrate by infectious 

disease challenge that goats with the susceptible to scrapie over 

a usual goat lifetime.  They also tested the K222 allele in goats.  

Their research shows that goats with one copy of either the S146 

or K222 allele did not develop scrapie after being challenged 

with infection at birth.  The only study was published in The 

Veterinary Journal in 2018.  

  

 “Commercial goats raised for either meat or milk age out of herd 

participation as milkers, dams of commercial offspring, or as 

sires by around 6 years of age,” White said. 

 

 In this ongoing ARS research, goats with the resistance alleles 

have lived beyond this commercial lifetime—up to 7 1/2 years—

with no clinical disease and without getting sick. 

 

 The only countries considered to be scrapie free are Australia 

and New Zealand.  Currently, if one goat is diagnosed  with 

scrapie on a U.S. farm, all goats are quarantined for life or eu-

thanized.  “You couldn’t restock your operation with any suscep-

tible animal,” White said.  “The farmer’s operation would be 

over.” 

ASI Rallies Support for   Wildlife Services 

 The American Sheep Industry Association shep-

herded more than 200 livestock and agriculture 

groups into a letter of support this week for Wild-

life Services. ASI rallies support for Wildlife Ser-

vices each year and demonstrated that support in 

this week’s letter to the chairs and ranking mem-

bers of the U.S. Senate Committee on Appropria-

tions and the Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural 

Development, Food and Drug Administration, 

Related Agencies. 

 A branch of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 

Wildlife Services plays a crucial role in protecting 

not only livestock, but humans, natural resources 

and critical infrastructure from wildlife every day. 

 “Wildlife causes more than $12.8 billion in dam-

age each year to natural resources, public infra-

structures, private property and agriculture,” read 

the letter’s opening remarks. “USDA Wildlife Ser-

vices works to prevent, minimize or manage this 

damage and to protect human health and safety 

from conflicts with wildlife. Wildlife damage to 

U.S. livestock, aquaculture, small grains, fruits, 

vegetables and other agricultural products has 

been estimated to reach nearly $1 billion annually. 

Wildlife predators cause more than $232 million in 

death loss to livestock; field crop losses due to  

wildlife total $619 million annually; losses to 

vegetables, fruits and nuts total $146 million 

annually; and 70 percent of catfish farmers incur 

wildlife-related damage resulting in losses of $6 

to $12 million annually from double-crested 

cormorants in Mississippi alone. As a result, WS 

is an essential program to U.S. agriculture.  

 “Our organizations are committed to working 

with you to strengthen WS resources and to 

ensure a continued federal partnership in the 

responsible management of our nation’s wild-

life.” 

Wiping out scrapie in goats the genetic way 
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Hoof Care—Treatment and Prevention 

   Hoof care is an important aspect of sheep production and management. 

Hoof diseases can affect the health and welfare of sheep and have a negative 

effect on productivity. Hooves should be regularly checked for disease and 

excess growth. Animals which have excessive hoof growth, recurrent hoof 

problems and/or fail to respond to treatment should be culled. 

Hoof Trimming 

        Hoof growth—and thus, the need for hoof trimming—is affected by many 

factors, including breed and genetics, soil moisture and characteristics, manage-

ment and nutrition. Sheep grazed on rocky, dry soil may not require the extent 

of hoof care as sheep that are maintained on soil that is free of rocks and high-

er in moisture content. Sheep in high rainfall areas will need to have their 

hooves inspected more regularly than those on dry ground. Housed sheep 

usually require more hoof trimming than pastured animals. Sheep on a higher 

plane of nutrition usually require more frequent hoof trimming.  Proper footrot 

or foot paring shears are essential to doing the job properly. The ordinary, 

manual shears are not expensive and make the task so much easier. Air com-

pressor driven shears are an option for people with large numbers of sheep. A 

sharp paring knife is needed to remove pockets and do a more thorough job of 

hoof trimming, especially when disease organisms are present. 

        Foot trimming can be back-breaking work if there are a lot of sheep’s feet 

to trim. There are various types of sheep handling equipment that can restrain 

the sheep for easier access and trimming. A tilt or turn table will hold the 

sheep upright or on its side. There are manual and automatic (electric) tilt 

tables available. An elevated platform with a head gate can also restrain a sheep 

for hoof trimming, as well as other management tasks. A sheep or deck “chair” 

is a less expensive way to restrain a sheep for hoof trimming. When specialized 

equipment isn’t available, the sheep is usually tipped onto its rump for hoof 

trimming. 

       

  To trim the feet, securely hold the leg of the sheep. Inspect the hoof and 

remove any mud, manure, or small stones between the walls of the hoof. A 

rotten smell is usually indicative of foot rot. Clean all the junk and crud out of 

the hoof using a knife or the point of the shears. After cleaning the hoof, begin 

trimming around the perimeter of the hoof.  Avoid cutting off large chunks of 

hoof. Stop at the first sign of pinkness. A pink color means you are getting 

close to the foot blood supply. The foot should be trimmed from the heel to 

the toe to remove excess growth of the “horny” portion of the hoof. To learn 

what a properly trimmed hoof look like, study the feet of a newborn lamb. Its 

hooves are flat on the bottom and have a boxy look. 

      When trimming feet, avoid stressful times such as hot weather or late 

gestation. It’s a good idea to combine hoof trimming with other management 

tasks, such as shearing or vaccinating. It will be easier to trim hooves that are 

soft from heavy dew or rain. 

Diseases Affecting the Hoof 

Bluetongue 

Foot Abscess 

Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) 

Foot Rot 

Foot Scald (interdigital dematitis) 

Laminitis (founder) 
Soremouth (contagious ecthyma) 
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     When raising sheep and goats (and other livestock), the importance of 
high quality colostrum cannot be over-emphasized. Colostrum is so im-
portant that sometimes it is called “liquid gold.” 

All mammals produce colostrum. It is the thick, yellowish “first milk” that is 
produced by the female after she gives birth (parturition). Colostrum is rich 
in energy, protein, vitamins and minerals. Most importantly, it contains ma-
ternal antibodies that help protect the newborn from disease pathogens 
during the early part of its life. Ewes and does only produce colostrum for 
about 24 hours (plus or minus a few hours) after delivering their offspring.  

The type of antibodies the colostrum contains depends upon the antigens to 
which the dam was exposed to (by disease exposure or vaccination). Ewes 
and does should be vaccinated in late pregnancy for overeating disease 
(clostridium perfringens type C & D) and tetanus (clostridium tetani) so that 
they will pass antibodies for these diseases to their offspring via the colos-
trum.  Pregnant females should be kept in the location where they are going 
to lamb or kid for at least 14 days prior to parturition. This gives them time 
to manufacture the correct antibodies for their specific lambing and kidding 
environment. 

        All newborn mammals need colostrum. While it is possible for a lamb or 
kid to survive without colostrum in a relatively disease-free environment, 
the likelihood of disease and death is much higher in lambs and kids that do 
not receive adequate colostrum. Orphan lambs and kids are often more sus-
ceptible to diarrhea and pneumonia because they did not consume enough 
high quality colostrum.  Newborn lambs and kids have limited energy re-
serves and need rapid access to colostrum to maintain body temperature 
and survive, especially those born when it is cold. Lambs are born with low 
vitamin A reserves. Colostrum is usually rich in vitamin A and helps to build 
stores in the newborn.  Colostrum is also the first source of Vitamin E for the 
lamb or kid. The iron content of colostrum is 10 to 17 times higher in colos-
trum than normal milk. Colostrum also has laxative qualities and helps to 
eliminate fecal matter in the newborn’s digestive tract. 

        Research has shown that livestock vary in the quantity and quality of 
colostrum that they produce. Younger females tend to produce less colos-
trum than mature females. Inadequate nutrition during late pregnancy can 
reduce the quantity and quality of colostrum.  In most underfed ewes, the 
lambs’ needs for colostrum often exceed the ewe’s production whereas fe-
males which are well-fed in late pregnancy usually produce more than their 
babies need. At the same time, Oregon researchers found no differences in 
the amount and quality of colostrum produced by ewes with body condition 
scores ranging from 2.5 to 3.5.   Lambs and kids should nurse as soon after 
birth as possible in order to receive adequate colostrum. After parturition, it 
is a good idea to strip each teat to remove the wax plug and make sure the 
ewe or doe has enough colostrum to feed her offspring. Antibodies are large 
protein molecules that can only cross the intestinal wall and enter the blood-
stream of the lamb during the first 24 to 36 hours of life. Absorption is most 
efficient the first few hours after birth. 

       High quality colostrum contains 50 mg or more of immunoglobulin-G 
(IgG). The concentration of immunoglobulins in colostrum decreases rapidly 
after parturition. An Oregon study showed that IgG concentration in ewe’s 
milk diminished to zero by 23 hours postpartum. Therefore, the sooner 
colostrum is consumed, the better. Thirty minutes is considered optimum 
whereas 18 hours is considered a must.  Lambs and kids that are too weak to 
nurse can be fed colostrum with a nippled bottle or stomach tube. It is rec-
ommended that lambs receive 10 percent of their weight in colostrum by the 
time they are 24 hours old. This means that a 10 pound lamb should receive 
one pound (16 ounces) of colostrum within 24 hours of birth. Colostrum 
should be fed at blood temperature (102-103°F, 39-40°C), 2 to 4 ounces at 3 
to 4 hour intervals. A 60 cc syringe holds 2 ounces of colostrum. 

TUBE FEEDING 

        Milk directly in the 160cc syringe. We keep the tube attached, but point-
ed upward to prevent milk from draining out.  With plunger in the syringe 
(to hold milkf flow), guide the tube down the lamb/kids throat and into the 
stomach. Remove plunge and allow colostrum to flow via gravity. 

 

COLOSTRUM SOURCES 

      The best source of colostrum is from the lamb or kid’s own dam or anoth-
er female that has recently given birth. If this is not possible, fresh or frozen 

colostrum from other females in the flock can be used. Colostrum from fe-
males from the same flock is the best source of colostrum because it will 
have custom-made antibodies. When using colostrum from another flock or 
herd, try to choose a farm with a similar disease status.  It is always a good 
idea to milk out ewes and does that have extra milk (colostrum) and to 
freeze it for later use. Females which give birth to singles often have enough 
colostrum for a second offspring. You can milk ewes and does out by hand or 
use a colostrum collection device, e.g. Udderly EZ™.  A ewe being milked with 
an Udderly EZ hand unit. Requires minimal strength and the milk is secure in 
the container. 

         Cow colostrum can serve as a substitute for lamb and goat colostrum, 
but because cow’s milk is not as nutritious as ewe’s milk, more volume 
(about one third) must be fed to lambs. Milk from the colored breeds is bet-
ter because it is higher in fat. Though Johne’s disease is not as common in 
sheep and goats as it is in cattle, it is advisable to get cow colostrum from a 
herd that has tested negative for Johne’s. 

          Frozen colostrum should be thawed slowly in a warm water bath. Do 
not use direct heat or this will destroy the antibodies. A microwave can be 
used to thaw colostrum if it is heated for short periods of time on low power. 

It is best to freeze colostrum in small quantities because once frozen colos-
trum is thawed, it cannot be re-frozen. Ice cube trays work well to freeze 
small quantities of colostrum. Once the trays are frozen, the colostrum cubes 
can be stored in zip lock bags.  Frozen colostrum can be stored for up to 12 
months. A study conducted in 2001 by the University of Tennessee showed 
that the freezing and thawing of colostrum did not destroy the components 
in the milk which provide resistance to E. coli challenge in newborn lambs. 
Colostrum can be refrigerated for one week before quality (IgG concentra-
tion) declines.  It’s important not to confuse colostrum “supplements” with 
colostrum replacements or substitutes. Be sure to read the labels carefully. A 
colostrum product that is unable to raise the blood concentration of IgG 
above the species standard is called a colostrum supplement.  Colostrum 
supplements are nutritious and can be used to increase the amount of IgG 
fed when no other source of colostrum is available, but they cannot replace 
high quality colostrum. They do not contain sufficient quantities of antibod-
ies. They are often marketed as colostrum replacements, which they are not. 
A Spanish study concluded that kids receiving a commercial colostrum did 
not acquire the necessary immunity as compared to kids consuming fresh 
sheep and frozen goat colostrum.  Colostrum products that contain IgG are 
regulated by the USDA Center for Veterinary Biologics. Any product that able 
to raise serum IgG concentration above 10 mg/ml may be called a colostrum 
replacer. These products are bovine serum-based products that contain at 
least 100 g of IgG per liter, plus fat, protein, vitamins and minerals needed by 
the newborn calf. In trials, calves fed colostrum replacers have performed as 
well as calves fed maternal colostrum. Land O’Lakes recently developed a 
colostrum replacement for lambs and kids.  Lamb or kid milk replacer is 
never a substitute for colostrum. It should not be fed until the lamb or kid 
has received adequate colostrum, usually over 24 hours of age.  

DISEASES TRANSMITTED IN THE COLOSTRUM 
       Some diseases are transferred from the dam to the offspring via the co-
lostrum and milk. Both Ovine Progressive Pneumonia (OPP) and Caprine 
Arthritic Encephalitis (CAE) are transmitted in this manner. These diseases 
are very similar and can be transferred between species. A lamb that con-
sumes colostrum from a CAE-positive doe can test positive for OPP and a kid 
that consume colostrum from a OPP-positive ewe can test positive for CAE. 

To prevent the transmission of either disease from positive dams to off-
spring, the offspring should not be allowed to nurse positive dams. They 
should be fed pasteurized colostrum or cow colostrum. The bacteria that 
causes Johne’s disease can also be transmitted through colostrum, though it 
is not the primary mode of transmission. 

 

Colostrum: Liquid Gold 
By Susan Schoenian, Sheep 101  
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Mortality Composting  
  Basics In the same way that microorganisms degrade vege-

tative waste and turn it into a rich soil amendment, animal carcasses 

can be turned into an organic matter-rich material that can be spread 

on pastures and other agricultural land. To successfully compost 

animal mortality requires attention to the basics of any good compost 

pile: 1) proper carbon to nitrogen ratio (C:N), 2) moisture content, 3) 

available oxygen, and 4) temperature. Carbon:Nitrogen ratio Micro-

organisms that do the work of composting require nutrients in the 

form of carbon and nitrogen in a C:N ratio of roughly 30:1 or 30 parts 

carbon for each part nitrogen. Animal carcasses are high in nitrogen 

and the surrounding compost material should be high in carbon to 

create an acceptable C:N ratio. There are many suitable carbon 

sources for mortality composting. When deciding upon a carbon 

source to use, consider year-round availability, needed amounts, and 

cost.  

  One commonly used material is sawdust. Sawdust has a 

high C:N ratio, small particle size and the ability to absorb and re-

tain moisture. Other carbon sources used in mortality composting 

include hay, crop residues such as straw and corn stover, silage, rice 

hulls, and ground corncobs, among others (Table 1). Material such as 

hay, straw, and corn stover should be ground prior to use to reduce 

particle size. A general guideline for particle size given in some publi-

cations is roughly 1/8 to ½ inch in diameter. Wood shavings and old 

hay or straw can be mixed with other material, such as manure or 

finished compost, in a 50:50 mixture and used. Mixtures of animal 

bedding and manure, such as that from horse stalls, work well as a 

carbon source. Used bedding after a livestock show at a local fair-

grounds or horse arena can be an easily obtained, inexpensive carbon 

source. Poultry or turkey litter has been used in mortality compost-

ing as a source of nutrients and microorganisms but it is very high in 

phosphorus. Check state guidelines before composting with litter. 

Because of environmental concerns, the Oklahoma Department of 

Agriculture, Food and Forestry requires mortality composting piles 

using poultry litter to be covered and runoff prevented.  

  Moisture content Microorganisms require proper moisture 

conditions to work and the optimum moisture content for a compost 

pile is approximately 50% . If the compost pile material is too dry, the 

bacteria have insufficient moisture and composting will be very slow. 

If the material is too wet, water fills the pore spaces in the compost 

pile resulting in the desired aerobic bacteria being replaced by anaer-

obic bacteria that do not require oxygen. Decomposition by anaerobic 

bacteria is very slow, generates odors, and does not produce sufficient 

heat to incativate pathogenic organisms in the compost pile. Too 

much water also increases the chance for liquid (called leachate) to 

run out of the pile potentially contaminating soil and water. Add 

water to the carbon material to obtain an adequate moisture level. 

While tap or well water can be used, pond or effluent water has the 

advantage of adding additional microorganisms and nitrogen to the 

pile. To test for moisture content, squeeze a handful of the compost 

material. If water drips out, it is too wet. If none sticks to your hand, 

it is too dry. For a more accurate moisture level reading, use a porta-

ble moisture probe. Available oxygen In addition to proper carbon 

and moisture content, aerobic microorganisms require oxygen. The 

amount of oxygen available to microorganisms in a compost pile is 

largely dependent on the particle size of the carbon material. If the 

particle size is too small, there will be inadequate pore space to trap 

oxygen. If the material is too large, such as corn stover or unchopped 

straw, there can be too much air transfer and heat, odors, and mois-

ture can escape the pile. Sawdust, mixtures of shavings and manure, 

or bedding and manure all have good sized particles providing ade-

quate pore space. Temperature Microorganisms working in a compost 

pile include bacteria, fungi, and actinomycetes with bacteria by far 

outnumbering other organisms. In initial stages of composting, meso-

philic bacteria (those that work best at temperatures of up to about 

105°F) dominate. But as temperature increases, thermophilic bacte-

ria that grow at temperatures up to 160°F take over. Mortality com-

post piles work best in a temperature range of 130 to 150°F. A com-

post pile temperature above 131°F for a minimum of 3 days reduces 

pathogens below detectable levels and is needed to fulfill the require-

ments of a Class A biosolid allowing the completed compost to be 

used on public and private land. Requirements for Class B biosolids 

are less stringent and require a temperature in excess of 104°F for 5 

consecutive days with a temperature of 131°F or greater for at least 4 

hours during that period. Class B biosolids can be applied to agricul-

tural land.  

  For further information see http://www.epa.gov/owm/mtb/

biosolids/503pe/ index.htm. Temperature in excess of 145°F kills most 

weed seeds. A pile temperature that is too high, greater than 160°F, 

can affect bacterial survival, hampering the composting process. It is 

best to monitor temperature using a 36” or 48” compost thermometer 

thrust into the pile’s core. Compost thermometers range in cost from 

$60 to over $100. Potential sources include Novatech International 

dial thermometer for Soil and Composite testing (http:// 

www.novatech-usa.com/)1, REOTEMP Instrument Corporation, 

Heavy Duty Windrow Thermometers (http://www.reotemp.com/), and 

Omega Engineering  Listing of trade names, proprietary products, or 

vendors does not imply endorsement by Langston University of the 

products or vendors named or criticism of similar products or vendors 

not mentioned. 

orp., Compost Thermometers (http://omega.com/). If a thermometer 

won’t be used, insert a long piece of metal rod, such as a piece of re-

bar, into the pile’s core, withdrawing it occasionally to feel if the pile 

is heating. At temperatures above 130°F, the tip of the rod can be 

held in one’s hand for only one or two seconds.  

Site Selection  

  Producers should check with their state department of agri-

culture to determine if specific guidelines exist for mortality compost-

ing site placement. If there are no specific requirements, use guide-

lines for animal burial to properly situate mortality compost facili-

ties. In general, the site should be 300 feet away from water sources, 

public areas, roads, and property lines. Do not compost in sites with 

poor drainage or excessively sandy soil. A firm surface near the pile 

is needed for equipment and vehicle access and for storage of the 

carbon source. Some states may require an impermeable base to any 

mortality compost pile. Water should be available for use in building 

piles. Mortality compost piles can be made with no surrounding 

structure; however, curious animals may dig into the pile so 

some type of surrounding wall or fence is beneficial. 

 

Illustration by K. Williams. 

Goat Mortality Composting  Cont. 
Roger Merkel and Terry Gipson  

Langston University 
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Did you survive the winter snow and cold? Are you getting that “Spring Fever”? What about your pasture? Now is the time to start assessing 

the overall conditions to decide what management steps must be taken to have a productive pasture for the coming year. Looking at the 

overall pasture composition becomes an important step to determining if any improvement is necessary. 

What is the percent of bare ground exposed? Is it due to heavy traffic, over grazing, poor drainage or poor fertility? What is the amount of 

grass to legumes throughout the pasture? Do you have a lot of weeds? 

 

 Once we have assessed the actual pasture, do we know what the pH and the fertility is of 

the pasture? Soil pH should be above 6.0, with a goal of 6.5. Soil phosphorus (P) level 

should be at 25 ppm (50 lbs./acre) and across much of Ohio, and given an average 

cation exchange capacity (C.E.C.) soil potassium (K) level should be 100 to 120 ppm 

(200 to 240 lbs./acre). If your soil is not close to these numbers it may be worthwhile 

to put off a spring seeding, apply the needed lime and fertilizer this spring and aim 

for an August seeding. 

Another key factor is to know what forages you need for your livestock. All livestock are 

not the same and grasses and legumes are not the same when looking at quality as 

well as quantity. Check with your local Extension Educator or seed dealer for recom-

mendations. 

Okay, you have answered these questions, now what can you do to renovate your pas-

tures? One low cost option is to do nothing at all. That is if you have enough land 

base to set aside these areas through spring and early summer. Given enough time, 

they will renovate themselves. We generally have enough of a seed bank already in 

the soil. Whether the seed bank contains desirable plants or what percentage of de-

sirable plants will make-up the regrowth are questions to be considered. 

Another option is seeding. Do we have time to frost seed, or will we need to over seed or 

direct seed. Most grasses do not establish well with frost seeding. Legumes that work well in preferred order are: Red Clover, Ladino/

white clover, Alsike clover, and Birsdfoot Trefoil. As we get past mid-March, frost seeding is not an option. That leaves us with conven-

tional drilling, use of a no-till drill or broadcast seeding followed by some type of cultipacking. 

 

Here are some key concepts to follow when seeding forages: 

Reduce weed and sod competition for the new seedling. This relates to soil to seed contact. This may require some soil preparation before seed-

ing, this is especially necessary for good broadcast seeding success. Broadcast half the seed rate cross-wise over the pasture and the other 

half length-wise to get better seed distribution. Follow this with cultipacking to get good seed to soil contact.  

Do not seed too deep! Many stand failures come from planting the seed too deep. 

Pay attention to seeding rates. Check the label for correct seeding rates suggested and for live seed percentages. If the seeding rate calls for 7 

pounds of orchard grass and the live seed is only 70% then we need to seed 8.25 pounds to get the correct rate. Always calibrate the Seed-

er! 

If the specific legume species you are planting has not been in the pasture for a few years make sure you get inoculated seed with the correct 

rhizobial bacteria to insure plants will be effective in fixing nitrogen. Depending on the source of the seed may or may not be treated. This 

seed treatment coating can also affect seeding rate. Read the seed label and calibrate the seeder! 

No matter what, it will generally take about 6 to 8 weeks for a new seedling to become established. This is the reason behind setting the spring 

seeding date target around April 20th or before. After the seeding has emerged and begun to grow and once the grass plants get about 6 

inches tall, it is beneficial to the stand to either do a clipping or a light grazing pass that takes off the top couple of inches. This will allow 

light to get down to the young clover seedlings so they get better growth and the clipping/grazing will also stimulate tiller formation in 

the grass seedlings. Do not graze or clip off the young clover seedlings. After about 8 weeks of growth, or towards the end of June, begin to 

manage the stand using good rotational grazing principles. 

If proper renovations just don’t work out at this time and forages are needed, a short term crop can be planted that will provide some summer 

grazing. Such crops as annual ryegrass, oats, or even turnips and a cereal grain such as winterheat can provide in about six weeks a good 

quality forage to graze. 

There are options available that allow pasture renovations to be made that can make productive grazing pastures again. The specific option 

chosen depends upon the resource base of the producer, farm forage goals, and timing. Regardless of the option used, planning, manage-

ment and some cooperation from Mother Nature are necessary to achieve success. 

Article by Tony Nye. He is the state coordinator for the Ohio State University Extension Small Farm Program and has been an OSU Extension 

Educator for agriculture and natural resources for 29 years, current-

ly serving Clinton County and the Miami Valley EERA. Tony and his 

family also own and operate a small livestock farm in Washington 

Court House, Ohio, raising purebred swine and meat goats. 

Assessing Your Pastures—Both Above and Below the Surface 

Demonstration how the soil probe works for 

gathering soil samples. 

https://www.premier1supplies.com/sheep-guide/2016/05/assessing-pastures-surface/soil-sample/
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MARKET NEWS 

Weekly National Market Prices for Wool  

 

Note: 

Pro-

ducers must visit their Farm Service Agency office and fill out the appropriate 

paperwork before the wool or unshorn lambs are sold to claim the Wool LDP 

(when available).  

Market Summary, Week ending Feb. 21, 2020  
Commercial Feeder Prices, ($/cwt.), St. Onge-Newell, SD: $207-$261; Billings, MT: $240-
$246 (2/14/20).    

Slaughter Prices – Live, negotiated, 129-155 lbs. $160.41 per cwt.   

 Slaughter Prices – Formula, 81.60 lbs. carcass weight $299.70 per cwt.    

Slaughter Prices “Comprehensive Information”–-Formula & Negotiated, 79.94 lbs. carcass 
weight $304.34 per cwt.   Equity Electronic Auction, shorn 145 lbs. $172.50 (2/14/20).    

Slaughter Prices – Non-traditional, 60-90 lbs., San Angelo, TX $200-$236; New Holland, PA: 
$225-$270 (2/14/20).    

Federally-inspected slaughter (Week ending 2/8/20): 37,660 head   Cutout Value/Net 
Carcass Value (1), $361.49 per cwt.   Carcass Price, Choice and Prime, YG 1-4, weighted 
average prices ($/cwt.), No prices reported.    

Boxed Lamb, weighted average prices ($/cwt.), Trimmed Loins 4x4 529.50, Rack, roast-
ready, frenched (cap-on) 1,656.94, Rack, roast-ready, frenched, special (cap-off) 2,128.86, 
Leg, trotter-off, partial boneless 533.43, Shoulder, square-cut 318.63, Ground lamb 
568.52.   

 Imported Boxed Lamb, weighted average prices ($/cwt.), AUS Rack (fresh, frenched, cap-
off, 28 oz/up) 1,160.36, AUS Shoulder (fresh, square-cut) 315.11, AUS Leg (fresh, semi 
boneless) 417.24, AUS Rack (frozen, frenched, cap-off, 28 oz/up) 967.42, NZ Rack (frozen, 
frenched, cap-off, 20 oz/up) 1,088.18, AUS Shoulder (frozen, square-cut) 367.33.              

Exported Slaughter Ewes, 0 head   Wool, ($/pound clean), delivered FOB, From 40 weeks 
ago: 18 micron (Grade 80s) NA, 19 micron (Grade 80s) NA, 20 micron (Grade 70s) NA, 21 
micron (Grade 64-70s) 5.21, 22 micron (Grade 64s) 5.20, 23 micron (Grade 62s) 4.38-4.87, 
24 micron (Grade 60-62s) 4.39, 25 micron (Grade 58s) 3.56, 26 micron (Grade 56-58s) NA, 
27 Micron (Grade 54-56s) NA, 28 micron (Grade 54s) NA, 30 micron (Grade 50s) NA, 32 
micron (Grade 46-48s) NA, Merino Clippings NA.      

l  

 

March 20-22 - Moffat County Shearing School - Moffat County Fairgrounds in Craig, Colo. - www.eventbrite.com/e/2020-moffat-county-sheep-
shearing-school-tickets-77017061103?aff=ebdssbdestsearch  

March 21 - Washington State Sheep Producers Lambing School - Feustel Farms in Lamont, Wash. - www.wssp.org  

April 4 - Washington State Sheep Producers Lambing School - Feustel Farms in Lamont, Wash. - www.wssp.org  

April 18 - 100th Annual California Ram Sale - Porterville, Calif. - www.californiawoolgrowers.org/calendar/ca-ram-sale/  

May 14-17 - Oregon Shearing School - Roseburg, Ore. - John Fine at johnandpeggyfine@charter.net or visit www.sheeporegon.com. 

It is that time of year!!! Renew your memberships to the  

 NEBRASKA SHEEP AND GOAT PRODUCERS!!   

You can go to the website   

https://nebraskasheepandgoat.org/ Or email us at ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 

The Nebraska Sheep & Goat Producers Association newsletter is the only statewide publication serving exclusively sheep and goat 

producers. If you have livestock, products, or a service to sell, this is how you get it to the audience you’re trying to reach. 

 Size of Advertisement    Cost Per Issue 

 Business Card     $5-member, $10 non-member 

 Quarter Page     $10-member, $20 non-member 

 Half Page     $20-member, $40 non-member 

 Full Page     $40-member, $80 non-member 

  Interested in learning more? Contact Melissa Nicholson at ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com or 308-386-8378. 

*Members receive a free advertisement as stated in the membership benefits; however, any additional advertising is subject to the 
above rates. 

mailto:ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com
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❖ Membership Level

 

 

❖ Contact Information
 

 

Name _________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

City_______________________________________________State_________ZIP___________ 

Phone _________________________ Email_________________________________________ 

Website_______________________________________________________________________ 

❖ Type of Operation (Circle all that apply)
 

 

          

❖ Interests (Circle all that apply)
 

 

❖ Any Other Pertinent Information You’d Like Us to Know.  What breed do you raise?
 

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
❖ Submit Form & Payments

 
  
To: Nebraska Sheep and Goat Producers 
Atten: Melissa Nicholson 
P.O. Box 1066 
Chadron, NE 69337 
 

o
 $125 Gold, Business, and Corporate 

Membership 

o
  $45 Regular Membership               

(Family Household) 

$20 Youth Membership (up to 18 years 
old)  

Sheep Producer Auction Market Guard animal/herd dog provider 

Goat Producer Agribusiness 4-H/FFA member, Extension Educator    

Sheep Feeder Trucker Shearer 

Goat Feeder Stock Buyer Other _________________________ 

Purebred flock/herd Shearing   Pasture management/weed control 

Commercial flock/herd Feedlot     Sustainable farmer/rancher 

Hobby Farm Beginning farmer    Service Provider 

Marketing Specialty products    Other ___________________________ 

Predator Control Youth livestock shows  
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Feeder Pig, Butcher Hogs & Sows 

Sheep & Goat Sale 

Tuesdays at 4:00pm 

Columbus, NE 

-2020- 

March: 3rd, 17th & 31st 

April: 14th & 28th 

May: 12th & 26th 

June: 9th & 23rd 

July: 14th & 28th 

August: 11th & 25th 

September: 8th & 22nd 

October: 6th & 20th 

Novembeer: 3rd (TBA) & 17th 

December: 1st & 15th 

More information call: 

Randy: 402-276-2774 

Or 

Barn: 402-564-3231 

North Platte Stockyards Sheep, Goat & Hog Sales 

Saturday 

Upcoming Sales: 

March 14th 

April 11th 

May 9th 

For more information Call: 

308-534-1200 
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PO Box 1066 

Chadron, NE  69337 

Tel:  Aaron Fintel, President - (308)760-1193 

Email: openskiesfarms@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter: 

        Melissa Nicholson  - (308)386-8378

 ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 

  

Website: 

www.nebraskasheepandgoat.org 

“Supporting, Protecting and Promoting 

Nebraska’s Sheep and Goat Producers 

since 1979” 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 Aaron Fintel, President Western (Alliance)  
 openskiesfarms@gmail.com 

 Dallas Henry, Vice President Central (Blue Hill) 
 dallashamp@gmail.com 

 Michael Littlefield, Treasurer Eastern (Surprise)  
 michaelrlittlefield@yahoo.com 

 Connie Moore, Western (Chadron) 
 crmoor4@gmail.com 

 Al Weeder, Eastern (Columbus) 
 weedera@hotmail.com 

 Amber McDaniel,  Central (Sargent) 
 amber.mcdaniel@mcdanielfarmsinc.com 

 Harold Johnson, Western (Hyannis) 
 wellas.hj@gmail.com 

 Daniel Stehlik, Central (Curtis) 
 dstehlik2@unl.edu 

 Rebecca Fletcher, Eastern (Pierce) 
 Fletchers@thesouthernwindfarm.com 
 
Educational  Committee 

 Randy Saner, UNL  (North Platte) 
 rsaner2@unl.edu 

 Kelly Bruns, UNL (North Platte) 
 kelly.bruns@unl.edu 

 Ivan Rush, Scottsbluff 
 irush1@unl.edu 
 

 Melissa Nicholson, Newsletter and Communications 
Secretary (Chadron) 

 ne.sheep.goat@gmail.com 

https://nebraskasheepandgoat.org/
mailto:weedera@hotmail.com

